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Advent – The Season of Hope

Welcome to Little S. Mary’s for this Advent Carol Service.  O come, 
O come, Emmanuel is one of the most popular of Advent hymns.  
Originally in Latin, it is based on a series of ancient antiphons. An 
antiphon is a phrase that is repeated before and after the psalms or 
canticles in the church’s daily prayers. The hymn is based on the 
special antiphons which are said on the days leading up to Christmas 
before and after the Magnificat - Mary’s song of praise on learning 
that she is pregnant with the very Son of God. There are seven of 
them, each beginning with the vocative ‘O’.

Advent is a season of hoping, as we approach the celebration of the 
Saviour’s birth and look for his coming in glory at the end of time. 
Hope is vital to human life. The ‘O’ antiphons express different 
aspects of human hope that are fulfilled in the coming of the Jesus 
Christ. 
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We say the parts in bold type together.  When the bell rings, please 
stand:

O come, O come, Emmanuel!
Redeem thy captive Israel,
That into exile drear is gone
Far from the face of God’s dear Son.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Wisdom from on high!
Who madest all in earth and sky,
Creating man from dust and clay:
To us reveal salvation’s way. Refrain.

O come, O come Adonaï,
Who in thy glorious majesty
From Sinai’s mountain, clothed with awe,
Gavest thy folk the ancient law.  Refrain.

O come, thou Root of Jesse! draw
The quarry from the lion’s claw;
From those dread caverns of the grave,
From nether hell, thy people save.  Refrain.

O come, thou Lord of David’s Key!
The royal door fling wide and free;
Safeguard for us the heavenward road,
And bar the way to death’s abode.  Refrain.

O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright!
Pour on our souls thy healing light;
Dispel the long night’s lingering gloom,
And pierce the shadows of the tomb.  Refrain.

O come, Desire of nations! show
Thy kingly reign on earth below;
Thou Corner-stone, uniting all,



Restore the ruin of our fall.  Refrain.

O come, O come, Emmanuel!
Redeem thy captive Israel,
That into exile drear is gone
Far from the face of God’s dear Son.  Refrain.
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
and with thy spirit. 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and his name shall be called Emmanuel, God-with-us.

We remain standing for the Associate Vicar, Fr Philip Murray, to 
introduce the service.

1. O Sapientia

We remain standing for the choir to sing the antiphon as the first candle
is lit:

O Wisdom, which camest out of the mouth of the Most High, 
and reachest from one end to another, mightily, and sweetly 
ordering all things: Come and teach us the way of prudence.

All sit.

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus                                     (24.1-
12)

Wisdom praises herself, and tells of her glory in the midst of her people.
In the assembly of the Most High she opens her mouth, and in the 
presence of his hosts she tells of her glory: ‘I came forth from the mouth
of the Most High, and covered the earth like a mist. I dwelt in the 
highest heavens, and my throne was in a pillar of cloud. Alone I 
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compassed the vault of heaven and traversed the depths of the abyss. 
Over waves of the sea, over all the earth, and over every people and 
nation I have held sway. Among all these I sought a resting-place; in 
whose territory should I abide? Then the Creator of all things gave me a 
command, and my Creator chose the place for my tent. He said, ‘Make 
your dwelling in Jacob, and in Israel receive your inheritance.’ Before 
the ages, in the beginning, he created me, and for all the ages I shall not 
cease to be. In the holy tent I ministered before him, and so I was 
established in Zion. Thus in the beloved city he gave me a resting-place,
and in Jerusalem was my domain. I took root in an honoured people, in 
the portion of the Lord, his heritage.’

A brief reflection is offered. The Associate Vicar then prays:

O Lord,
we beseech thee mercifully to hear 
the prayers of thy people that call upon thee; 
and grant that they may both perceive 
and know what things they ought to do, 
and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

All stand to sing:

Hills of the North, rejoice,
Echoing songs arise,
Hail with united voice
Him who made earth and skies:
He comes in righteousness and love,
He brings salvation from above.



Isles of the Southern seas,
Sing to the listening earth,
Carry on every breeze
Hope of a world's new birth:
In Christ shall all be made anew,
His word is sure, his promise true.

Lands of the East, arise,
He is your brightest morn,
Greet him with joyous eyes.
Praise shall his path adorn:
The God whom you have longed to know
In Christ draws near, and calls you now.

Shores of the utmost West,
Lands of the setting sun,
Welcome the heavenly guest
In whom the dawn has come:
He brings a never-ending light
Who triumphed o’er our darkest night.

Shout, as you journey on,
Songs be in every mouth,
Lo, from the North they come,
From East and West and South:
In Jesus all shall find their rest,
In him the sons of earth be blest.

2. O Adonaï

All remain standing for the choir to sing the antiphon as the second 
candle is lit:
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O Adonaï, and Leader of the house of Israel, who appearedst in 
the Bush to Moses in the flame of fire, and gavest him the law in
Sinai: Come and deliver us with an outstretched arm.

All sit.

A reading from the Book of the Exodus                                            (3.1-
6)

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of 
Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it 
was not consumed. Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this 
great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.’ When the Lord saw 
that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, 
‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then he said, ‘Come no 
closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you 
are standing is holy ground.’ He said further, ‘I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ 
And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
A brief reflection is offered. The Associate Vicar then prays:

Almighty Father,
whose will is to restore all things in thy beloved Son, the King of all:
govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, 
and bring the families of the nations, 
divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, 
to be subject to his just and gentle rule; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

All remain seated for the choir to sing:

Kindle a light to lighten the darkness,
Kindle a light each nation and race:
God in the poor is coming to meet us,



Kindle a light to shine on his face.

Kindle a light to lighten the darkness,
Kindle a light for all who despair: 
God in the poor is coming to judge us,
Kindle a light with fasting and prayer.

Kindle a light to lighten the darkness,
Kindle a light in places of shame,
God in the poor is coming to heal us,
Kindle a light with hope in its flame.

Kindle a light to lighten the darkness,
Kindle a light for sorrow to cease: 
God in the poor is coming to free us,
Kindle a light for justice and peace.

Christ is coming, Christ is coming
Coming in judgement, in truth and in grace:
Meet him and greet him, meet him and greet him.
And share his embrace, and share his embrace.

Kindle a Light by Michael Fleming (1928-2006).

3. O Radix Jesse

All stand for the choir to sing the antiphon as the third candle is lit:

O Root of Jesse, which standest for an ensign of the people, at 
whom kings shall shut their mouths, to whom the Gentiles shall 
seek: Come and deliver us, and tarry not.

All sit.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah                               (11.1-
9)
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A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of 
the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his 
ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 
with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the 
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the 
belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall
lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and 
a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their 
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

A brief reflection is offered. The Associate Vicar then prays:

Almighty God, who hast broken the tyranny of sin
and sent the Spirit of thy Son into our hearts whereby we call thee 
Father:
give us grace to dedicate our freedom to thy service,
that we and all creation may be brought 
to the glorious liberty of the children of God;
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.
All stand to sing:

Hark! a herald voice is calling:
“Christ is nigh,” it seems to say;
“Cast away the dreams of darkness,
O ye children of the day!”



Startled at the solemn warning,
Let the earth-bound soul arise;
Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling,
Shines upon the morning skies.

Lo! the Lamb, so long expected,
Comes with pardon down from heaven;
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
One and all to be forgiven;

So when next he comes in glory,
And earth’s final hour draws near,
May he then as our defender
On the clouds of heaven appear.

Honour, glory, virtue, merit,
To the Father and the Son,
With the co-eternal Spirit,
While unending ages run.  Amen.

4. O Clavis David

All remain standing for the choir to sing the antiphon as the fourth 
candle is lit:

O Key of David, and Sceptre of the house of Israel; that openest,
and no man shutteth; and shuttest, and no man openeth; Come, 
and bring the prisoner out of the prison house, and him that 
sitteth in darkness, and the shadow of death.

All sit.
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah                            (22.20-
24)
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On that day I will call my servant Eliakim son of Hilkiah, and will 
clothe him with your robe and bind your sash on him. I will commit 
your authority to his hand, and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. I will place on his shoulder the key
of the house of David; he shall open, and no one shall shut; he shall 
shut, and no one shall open. I will fasten him like a peg in a secure 
place, and he will become a throne of honour to his ancestral house. 
And they will hang on him the whole weight of his ancestral house, the 
offspring and issue, every small vessel, from the cups to all the flagons.

A brief reflection is offered. The Associate Vicar then prays:

Merciful Lord, 
absolve thy people from their offences, 
that through thy bountiful goodness 
we may all be delivered from the chains of those sins
which by our frailty we have committed;
grant this, heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, 
our blessed Lord and Saviour,
who liveth and reigneth with thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

All remain seated for the choir to sing:

O Radiant Dawn, splendour of eternal light, sun of justice:
come, shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of 
death. Isaiah had prophesied, “The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the 
land of gloom a light has shown.”

O Radiant Dawn by James Macmillan (born 1959).



5. O Oriens

All stand for the choir to sing the antiphon as the fifth candle is lit:

O Dayspring, Brightness of Light everlasting, and Sun of 
righteousness: Come, and enlighten him that sitteth in darkness, 
and the shadow of death.

All sit.
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah                               (42.1-
9)

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 
delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the 
nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the 
street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will
not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint 
or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the 
coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the Lord, who created 
the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what 
comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those 
who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have 
taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to 
the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring
out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, 
nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and 
new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

A brief reflection is offered. The Associate Vicar then prays:

Almighty God, in the birth of thy Son     
thou hast poured on us the new light of thine incarnate Word,
and shown us the fullness of thy love:
help us to walk in his light and dwell in his love 
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that we may know the fullness of his joy;
who liveth and reigneth with thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
All stand to sing:

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Come then and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings from the King of kings.

Then cleansed be every Christian breast;
And furnished for so great a guest!
Yea, let us each our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.

For thou art our salvation, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward;
Without thy grace our souls must fade,
And wither like a flower decayed.

Stretch forth thine hand to heal our sore,
And make us rise to fall no more;
Once more upon thy people shine,
And fill the world with love divine.

All praise, eternal Son, to thee,
Whose advent sets thy people free,
Whom with the Father, we adore,
And Spirit blest for evermore.  Amen.

6. O Rex Gentium

All remain standing for the choir to sing the antiphon as the sixth 
candle is lit:



O King of the nations, and their Desire; the Corner stone, who 
makest both one: Come, and save mankind, whom thou formedst
of clay.

All sit.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah                           
(10.1-7)

Hear the word that the Lord speaks to you, O house of Israel. Thus says 
the Lord: ‘Do not learn the way of the nations, or be dismayed at the 
signs of the heavens; for the nations are dismayed at them. For the 
customs of the peoples are false: a tree from the forest is cut down, and 
worked with an axe by the hands of an artisan; people deck it with silver
and gold; they fasten it with hammer and nails so that it cannot move. 
Their idols are like scarecrows in a cucumber field, and they cannot 
speak; they have to be carried, for they cannot walk. Do not be afraid of 
them, for they cannot do evil, nor is it in them to do good.’ There is 
none like you, O Lord; you are great, and your name is great in might. 
Who would not fear you, O King of the nations? For that is your due; 
among all the wise ones of the nations and in all their kingdoms there is 
no one like you.

A brief reflection is offered. The Associate Vicar then prays:

Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King:
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace,
and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet;
who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

All remain seated for the choir to sing:

How lovely are the messengers that preach us the gospel of 
peace.
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To all the nations is gone forth the sound of their words, 
throughout all the lands their glad tidings.

How lovely are the messengers by Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847),
paraphrased from Romans 10.15, 18.

7. O Emmanuel

All stand for the choir to sing the antiphon as the seventh candle is lit:

O Emmanuel, our king and lawgiver, the desire of all nations, 
and their salvation: come and save us, O Lord, our God.

All sit.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah                       (7.1-2, 10-
16)

In the days of Ahaz son of Jotham son of Uzziah, king of Judah, King 
Rezin of Aram and King Pekah son of Remaliah of Israel went up to 
attack Jerusalem, but could not mount an attack against it. When the 
house of David heard that Aram had allied itself with Ephraim, the heart
of Ahaz and the heart of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake
before the wind. Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, ‘Ask a sign of 
the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.’ But Ahaz 
said, ‘I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.’ Then Isaiah 
said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Look, the virgin is with child and shall bear a son, and 
shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before 
whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.’

A brief reflection is offered. The Associate Vicar then prays:



Almighty God,
who hast wonderfully created us in thine own image
and yet more wonderfully restored us through thy Son Jesus Christ:
grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, 
so we may share the life of his divinity;
who liveth and reigneth with thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

The choir sings: 

Creator of the stars of night,
Thy people's everlasting light,
Jesu, Redeemer, save us all,
And hear thy servants when they call.

Thou camest, bridegroom of the bride, 
As drew the world to evening tide,
Proceeding from a virgin shrine,
The Son of Man, yet all divine.

At thy great name, exalted now,
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow,
And things in heaven and earth shall own
That thou art Lord and King alone.

God the Father, God the Son, 
And God the Spirit, three in one, 
Laud, honour, might and glory be. 
From age to age eternally. Amen.

Creator of the stars of night by Malcolm Archer (b.1952).
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8. God is with us

We have heard of how Jesus Christ fulfils our hopes and desires and we
now encounter him under the form of the Bread of the Eucharist; 
honouring and worshipping him and, finally, receiving his blessing, that
we might go out as signs of hope ourselves.

At Christmas God came as a small child, born to a poor family in an 
obscure part of the Roman Empire. He comes to us now, mysteriously 
present, under the humble form of bread. As he says in St John’s 
Gospel, I am the Bread of Life.

As the altar is prepared and the Eucharistic Bread placed on the altar 
we sing:

Please kneel when the bell rings

Lo! he comes, with clouds descending,
Once for favoured sinners slain;
Thousand thousand saints attending
Swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluia! 
God appears, on earth to reign.

Every eye shall now behold him
Robed in dreadful majesty;
Those who set at nought and sold him,
Pierced and nailed him to the tree,
Deeply wailing
Shall the true Messiah see.

We remain kneeling for the prayers, responding each time: Maranatha!
Come Lord Jesus! 



We remain kneeling to sing:
Those dear tokens of his passion
Still his dazzling body bears,
Cause of endless exultation
To his ransomed worshippers:
With what rapture
Gaze we on those glorious scars!

Thou gavest them Bread from heaven!
Containing in itself all sweetness!

We then receive Christ’s blessing as the priest makes the sign of the 
cross over us with the consecrated Bread of the Eucharist.

We respond by singing:
Yea, Amen! let all adore thee,
High on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory:
Claim the kingdom for thine own:
O come quickly!
Alleluia! Come, Lord, come!

All are now welcome in the parish centre for mulled wine and mince 
pies.
**********************************************************

**********
SUNDAY 19TH DECEMBER: 6PM NINE LESSONS & CAROLS

CHRISTMAS EVE: 5PM CHILDREN’S CANDLELIT NATIVITY

11PM MIDNIGHT MASS

CHRISTMAS DAY: 8AM HOLY COMMUNION

10.30AM HIGH MASS
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