
 

COVID-19 Crisis 

A Progress Report 
Thank you to everyone who has donated so far to this appeal.  There has been an 
extraordinarily generous response with £9,000 raised so far.  As you will see from 
what is said below, there continues to be an urgent need for aid, and so the appeal 
remains open. 

Distribution of bags containing basic foods and medicine began just before Easter.  
The operation went very smoothly.  St Thomas’s School undertook the purchasing 
and packaging, and the police gave CRS permission to use their vehicles to do the 
distribution, despite the lock-down.  The local police also gave support to ensure 
that there was social distancing at the distribution points. 

  

 

Distribution at Pally Mangal and GB Lane 

It is estimated that between 3,500 and 4,000 families have been helped so far.  
Working together, Diocesan staff and CRS are now in the process of making a 
second distribution.  The lock-down is likely to continue until at least the end of 
June, and possibly into July, so Bishop Paritosh and Rig David think that it will be 
necessary to make two further distributions.  

After the lock-down has ended, the Diocese and CRS are planning a rehabilitation 
programme, to help people back into employment, and get children back into the 
schools. 

So far, approximately £8,300 has been spent on the programme. We need 
to keep on fundraising to keep the work going, so please publicise the 
appeal as widely as you can. 



We have been asked to pass on the following message by the CRS Team: 

 Greetings from Cathedral Relief Service, Kolkata!  

On behalf of all our communities in the slums and villages of West Bengal we are 
deeply moved by the donations you have made to the Appeal – Covid-19. We 
are so thankful to you that, regardless of this universal pandemic in all our lives, 
you have found the time and resource to respond without any question.   
With the donations you have given, food and medicines have been distributed to 
thousands of weak and vulnerable families, bringing a lifeline to children, women 
and communities at large. 
  
May the good Lord shower His blessings on you during this dark period.  May it 
soon be over. 
  
With faith & goodwill 
  
CRS Team  
 

 

 

 

 

Distribution at Mahamaya 



One positive outcome of the crisis is that the Nari Dana women are now employed 
in making cotton face masks.  They have been supplied with material by CRS, and 
are, of course, working from their own homes.  So far, orders for 1,000 masks 
have been obtained, and it is anticipated that this is a product line that will 
continue to be marketed after the emergency has ended.  It is also the intention 
to use Nari Dana as part of the rehabilitation programme by establishing small 
production centres with about twenty women in each. 

If you would like to see examples of Nari Dana products, there are a number of 
embroidered brooches for sale by Tabitha Living – these are the first commercial 
sales by Nari Dana on the UK market, and all proceeds go to the Nari Dana women. 

You can find them at https://tabithaliving.com/product-category/brooches/  

Rig David is regularly supplying pictures of the distribution at various centres, 
and there are more images available on the CRS website at 
http://www.cathedralreliefservice.net/news/stories   

There is also a video made by the Calcutta Diocese at 
https://youtu.be/8Ygl1ATE4HU  

If you wish to support the Appeal please send your donation to the 
Friends of Calcutta Cathedral Relief Service 

The bank details are: 

 CAF Bank Ltd, Sort Code 40-52-40.  Account No: 00096998.  Account Name: 
Friends of Calcutta Cathedral Relief Service 

 (Please identify the purpose of your donation as “Covid 19 Appeal”). 

Another easy way of donating is through our Just Giving page 
https://www.justgiving.com/calcutta-ccrs  

Enquiries to: secretary@friendsofcrs.co.uk 
 

 

Thank you to everyone for your support. 

 

The Friends of CRS. 
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