
Explaining the Eucharist (IV):  The Gloria in Excelsis

This hymn of worship, praise and thanksgiving, called the “Angelic Hymn” has Greek origins (3rd century),
though, very surprisingly, it is not part of any Eastern liturgy; it is used during the Mass only in the Western
church. It is sung at the beginning of the Mass (with the exception of the Book of Common Prayer), since its
first  line  recalls  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  beginning  of  the  work  of  our  salvation.  Because  of  its
joyfulness, the Gloria is always omitted in Masses for the dead and those of a penitential character (during
Advent and Lent, for example, except on great festivals).

Most  medieval  commentaries recall  our attention to the marvellous fact  that  we human beings are now
allowed to and capable of continuing the angels’ hymn. By the birth of Christ who has restored all things in
heaven and on earth (Ephesians 1.10), angels and mortals, separated by original sin, are now reconciled.
Every time we sing the Gloria, we should remember that the angels are not guarding Paradise with flaming
swords any more, to prevent us from entering; on the contrary, we have been invited to join in their singing,
with the hope of one day joining with their choirs in the heavenly Liturgy.

Gloria in excelsis Deo
Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis;
Laudamus Te, benedicimus Te. Adoramus Te, glorificamus Te;
Gratias agimus Tibi propter magnam gloriam Tuam.

Domino Deus, Rex celestis, Deus Pater omnipotens; 
Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe;
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris, 
Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis; 
Qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe depreciationem nostram; 
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis,

Quoniam Tu solus sSanctions, Tu solus Dominus, Tu solus altissimus,
Jesu Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu in gloria Dei Patris – Amen.

Glory be to God on high
And in earth peace, goodwill towards men;
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we Worship Thee, we glorify Thee;
We give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory.

Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father almighty;
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesu Christ;
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
That takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us;
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
Thou that sittest at the right hand of the Father, have mercy upon us,

For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord;
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high
In the glory of God the Father – Amen.


