
Reflection for the Fifth Sunday of Lent

This Sunday, Passion Sunday, is traditionally when crosses, images, etc. in church are veiled.  It 
marks a turn inwards and reflects the Lord’s words as His Passion approaches that ‘you will see Me 
only a little while longer’ and that, in John’s Gospel, ‘He departed and hid Himself from them’ 
(John 12.36).

This year, alas, there is no veiling in church but there is no reason why with a piece of purple cloth 
or even a plain tea towel, crosses, icons and so on in our homes can’t be veiled so that we might still
take the message to heart and not miss out on the oddness of regular items of devotion being 
unusable.

Yet we hardly need much reminding of oddness at the moment!  So much of our lives is odd under 
our present conditions.  Veiling, therefore, is something that, regardless of whether we cover our 
items of devotion at home, we are all experiencing.  The usual ways in which we are fed and 
nourished by Jesus are not presently possible and, whether we intended to be or not, we are forced 
inwards and back on ourselves.

Sunday’s Gospel reading is a long one – it is the account of the raising of Lazarus from the dead by 
Jesus (John 11.1-45).  It is – fittingly – the last sign or miracle Our Lord performs before His 
Passion.  It is an anticipation of His own Resurrection and also of all our Resurrections.  It contains 
the shortest line in scripture: Jesus wept (John 11.35).

It’s apt that we read it when things are veiled because on hearing of Lazarus’ illness Jesus delays 
going to see him; surely Mary and Martha must have thought God’s purposes were very veiled 
when the One they trusted did not rush to their aid?

As the death toll in this country passes 1,000 we may have similar sense of God’s presence and 
purpose veiled.  Yet our Gospel this Sunday teaches us that even if the Lord is delayed He is not 
faithless and He knows what He is doing.  “This illness is not unto death,” says Jesus on hearing of 
Lazarus’ demise, “it is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by means of 
it”.  God’s purposes finally will out and even amid the pain there are those simple two words to 
return to and find solidarity in: Jesus wept.

Joy is temporarily veiled, but it will return; meanwhile we weep and we love in solidarity with those
who suffer and with the whole world.


