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Thursday in Passion Week, 2021. 
 

Dearest Friends, 
 

Holy Week and Easter are at the heart of our faith and of our life 
together at Little S. Mary’s, for through them we share in the Cross and the 
empty tomb.  We enter the holy city with Jesus on Palm Sunday and are swept 
up in a journey with the Lord which should change us and help us to share in 
his movement from darkness to light, from death to newness of life in the 
Resurrection on Easter Day. 
 

I did not imagine that I would find myself issuing this booklet again 
after writing it last year.  Covid has been with us more painfully and for longer 
than most of us contemplated in Holy Week 2020.  We are not, happily, 
where we were last year because we can be in church and our liturgies are 
public.  Yet the social distancing regulations mean that we cannot fit everyone 
in church and some people are still shielding and awaiting vaccination and 
don’t feel able yet to come to church; others are without internet access. 
 

You can join in the live-streamed services from our Facebook page 
(you don’t need to be a member of Facebook to do this).  This booklet is 
designed as an addition to what is offered on-line or for those not able to 
access on-line provision or for whom that is not spiritually helpful. The only 
thing you’ll need in addition to this booklet is a bible.  You will also have 
received a palm cross for this Sunday and a candle to light on Saturday night.  
I recommend you paint this candle to resemble the Paschal Candle in church. 
Decorate it with a cross, with the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet 

alpha  and omega Ω to remind us that Christ is our beginning and end, and 
with the year to recall Christ’s Lordship over all time. You can then use it on 
Saturday night as described below.  I am very grateful to our Pastoral 
Assistant, Matthew Fairhurst, and two of our Ordinands on attachment, 
Simon Asquith and Tom Ruston, for their reflections in this booklet. 
 

I pray that we will be apart for only a wee while longer.  Don’t forget 
that Little S. Mary’s remains open for morning and evening prayer and the 
Eucharist every single day: you are always welcome, for it is your home. 
 

With my love and prayers this Holy Week, I am, 
ever yours in our crucified and risen Lord, 

 
Fr Robert. 



Palm Sunday 
 
As you prepare for this time of worship you might like to hold the palm cross you have 
received with this booklet as you say the words of praise that traditionally begin Mass today: 
 
Hosanna to the Son of David; 
blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
God our Saviour, whose Son Jesus Christ  
entered into Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer and to die; 
let these palms be for us signs of his victory 
and grant that we who bear them in his name 
may ever hail him as our King, 
and follow him in the way that leadeth to eternal life; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
ever one God, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
Now follow through the usual Sunday order of Mass, using the texts proper to Palm 
Sunday: Isaiah 50.4-9a, Philippians 2.5-11, Mark 14.1-end of 15. 
 
Reflection for Palm Sunday 
 
Whenever I read the events of Holy Week, I often need to remind myself that 
the events of this week pertained not to a mere man, or even to an 
extraordinary man like Gandhi or Martin Luther King, but to God made flesh. 
The creator of the universe, of all being, the one in whom, as St. Paul writes, 
‘we live, we move and have our being’ (Acts 17:28), became a human being. 
Therefore, the actions taken, and all the actions suffered, by Jesus are the 
actions and events of the person of God walking upon the earth.  
 
If this narrative was a Roman myth, we might expect Jesus, as God made 
man, to ride into Rome on a chariot accompanied by an army of angels ready 
to dethrone Caesar. In this light, it strikes me how relatively domestic are the 
events of palm Sunday. Cleary, they echo Zechariah’s prophecy, ‘tell the 
daughter of Zion, behold, your king is coming to you, humble, mounted on a 
donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey’ (Zech 9.9). But I also think that 
these events point to the paradoxical nature of truth we find in the Gospel of 



Christ. He was greeted not by saluting armies, but ordinary people waving 
palm leaves. In Jesus, we see that the divine presence dwelt in the ordinary, 
and the local. In his earthly life, God on earth lead a human life. Jesus was the 
son of a carpenter and it seems that He spent most of His life in one of the 
most obscure parts of the Roman Empire, Galilee. He laughed, he wept, he 
experienced a childhood, and the emotional life of a human being. 
 
Yet for some this is something, prima facie, discomforting. In his work, The 
Prince, Machiavelli said by secular standards Jesus’ life was a not a kingly life 
but a failure, as his life was marked by a continual descent even to the point of 
being tried and executed as a lowly criminal.  
 
The paradoxical glory shown in the story of Holy week is that in Jesus’ 
descent lies our ascent. Jesus’ humility by riding on a young donkey, indeed by 
dying on the cross, in fact exceeds any secular symbol of monarchy because in 
the person of Jesus lies our human ascent to glorification in God. 
 
Pope Benedict XVI wrote that the ultimate goal of Jesus’ ascent into 
Jerusalem is the ascent to ‘his self-offering on the cross, which supplants the 
old sacrifices; it is the ascent that the Letter of the Hebrews describes as going 
up, not to a sanctuary made by human hands, but to heaven itself, into the 
presence of God. This ascent into God’s presence leads via the cross- it is the 
ascent toward ‘loving to the end’ which is the real mountain of God.’   
 
As he participated in our life, endured our pains, our sufferings, may we 
participate in His life, and through His cross, resurrection and ascension may 
we be glorified and ascend with Him who became one of us.  
 
Prayers (in addition to or in place of the standard prayers in the previous booklet) 
 
If the following intercessions are said with others you may wish to conclude each one with the 
response: Lord, hear us 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Let us pray to the Lord, who is our refuge and stronghold.  
 
That the King of glory may enter into our lives, and that we may give all that 
we are in homage to him. 



For Christian people, that through the suffering of disunity there may grow a 
rich union in Christ. 
 
For those who in the darkness and agony of isolation feel that God is far from 
them, that they may find support and encouragement. 
 
For a blessing on our local community, that our neighbourhoods may be 
places of trust and friendship, where all are known and cared for: 
 
Merciful Father… 
 
 

Holy Monday, Holy Tuesday & Holy Wednesday 
 
I’ve divided up the long Passion Gospel from yesterday into three tranches and provided a 
reflection on each.  For those on-line visiting preachers will provide a further reflection on the 
Gospels set for the Mass each day live via our Facebook page. 
 
Reflection for Holy Monday – read Matthew 27.11-26 

 
Jesus’ trial is a pantomime and a sham, and everyone involved knows it. He 
responds first with sarcasm, then with silence. The nature of his mission has 
already been made perfectly clear. St. John Chrysostom asks: “Why did he not 
defend himself…? Because his acts themselves proved his meekness and 
gentleness and spiritual power.” To his accusers, who are wilfully ignoring this 
fact and characterising Jesus as an insurrectionist in order to safeguard their 
religious authority, there is nothing left to be said. Jesus refuses to participate 
in the charade, so as not to dignify it. His refusal strips back the layers of 
pretence that are at work to make it clear that nobody is fooled, and it calls 
into question the power that his accusers think they wield over him. 
 
Confronted with a volatile crowd, Pilate’s moral courage fails him. The 
Evangelist tells us that he is just as aware as anyone else of the religious 
authorities’ true motives. Ultimately, he chooses not to intervene, to avoid 
drawing the crowd’s fury on himself. Just like the priests and elders, he is 
willing to send an innocent man to his death to protect himself. 
 
Jesus the Messiah or Jesus Barabbas? The question is pointed; Bar-abbas, ‘son 
of the father’, might be an ‘everyman’ figure, and he is guilty of the 



nationalistic violence of which Jesus is falsely accused. The crowd’s dilemma 
is one that we all face: a choice between the known quantities of violence and 
control, the temptation of forcefully bending situations to match our vision; 
and the unforeseeable, uncontrollable possibilities of peace and grace that 
unsettle the entire web of ambition and retributive violence in which we’re 
trapped. Again and again, we choose Barabbas. 
 
Pray for those who are wrongly accused; those who cannot access a fair trial; and for 
ourselves, that we would not lash out at others to save ourselves from being unsettled, and 
that we would have the courage to do what we know is right even when it is personally costly. 
 
 
Reflection for Holy Tuesday – read Matthew 27.26-32 
 
The soldiers who mock Jesus unwittingly speak the truth. He is a king, but 
they do not know it; and divine kingship looks little like the earthly office that 
they are satirising. 
 
The thrust of Jesus’ ministry has been his proclamation of the ‘Kingdom (or 
Kingship) of God’. The idea is mysterious and defies any kind of precise 
definition; in fact, Jesus has usually described it in parables, comparing it to a 
mustard seed, treasure buried in a field, a fisherman’s net, a vineyard, and a 
wedding banquet, among other images. It often appears as something small, 
unremarkable, and easily overlooked, but which flowers into something much 
greater. Crucially, it sits ill at ease with earthly ideas of kingship. It ‘does not 
come with things that can be seen’; it resists those who would ‘seize it with 
violence’; it can only be received ‘as a little child’.  
 
Jesus is a king who chooses the life of an average man from a rural backwater; 
who eschews the company of the respectable and powerful to spend his time 
with the ‘undesirable’ members of his society; who adopts an itinerant lifestyle 
that leaves him poverty-stricken, with ‘no place to lay his head’; who even 
washes his followers’ feet. His use of the word ‘kingdom’ starts to sound 
ironic, undermining everything we think we know about kingship, power, 
authority, and what is truly glorious and admirable. It is little wonder, then, 
that in St. John’s account of their conversation, Jesus tells Pilate, ‘My kingdom 
is not of this world.’ Everything came to a head in the Triumphal Entry, 
which in its ridiculousness functioned as a parody of worldly power. Now, 
Jesus is ‘crowned’; soon, he will be ‘enthroned’ on the cross. 



Jesus’ tormentors speak a greater truth than they can know. They see only a 
pitiful, broken man, but they are lashing out at the Word through whom they 
and all things were made. Yet Jesus’ silence is unbroken, and he does not 
retaliate. 
 
Pray for those who suffer repression, torture, and humiliation; for those who humiliate and 
torture others, that their hearts would be transformed; and for ourselves, that we would be 
attentive enough to discern the Kingdom of God where we least expect it. 
 
 
Reflection for Holy Wednesday – read Matthew 27.33-54 
 
In the Crucifixion, Jesus’ humanity and divinity are painfully and shockingly 
revealed for what they really are. 
 
Jesus’ humanity is revealed as a challenge that we cannot accept. As Herbert 
McCabe says, Jesus is crucified not to repay God or to let him unleash his 
anger on someone, but simply because he has dared to be human. He is sent 
by the Father to live a truly human life, and it is more than we can bear to 
witness; it shows us who we could be if we lived in wholehearted love for 
God. We have made a world where being truly human inevitably gets you 
killed, and this is exactly what happens to Jesus. 
 
Jesus’ divinity is revealed, but it is not any sort of divinity that we can 
recognise. His death is the death of so much that we imagine the word ‘God’ 
to mean. The taunts that the onlookers hurl at Jesus are expressions of how 
we assume God must act: surely he will intervene dramatically to spare his 
Son the humiliation and pain that we have subjected him to? How could the 
Son of God suffer and die like a common criminal? How could God choose 
this human life for himself, and be present in a moment like this? 
 
The Crucifixion shatters forever these intuitive but superficial understandings 
of God, above all when Jesus himself cries out to God: “Why have you 
forsaken me?” There is an irony at work in the Evangelist’s account; the 
bystanders, he tells us, literally cannot ‘hear’ God in this moment and think 
that Jesus is calling for Elijah. How could the Son of God experience such a 
moment of estrangement from his Father? Juergen Moltmann says: “All 
Christian life is basically an answer to the question which Jesus asked as he 
died. Either Jesus who was abandoned by God is the end of all theology, or 



he is the beginning of a specifically Christian, and therefore critical and 
liberating, theology and life.” 
 
Somehow, impossibly, Jesus’ death produces life. The curtain sealing off the 
Holy of Holies is torn apart; the dead are resurrected; and at last, with the 
centurion’s astonished cry, someone has begun to understand what is 
happening. The death of God’s son has sown the seeds of faith. 
 
Pray for those who are persecuted for having compassion for others; for those who are close to 
death, that they can take hope from Jesus’ death and resurrection; and that we can all derive 
strength in suffering from the knowledge that Jesus himself shares the darkest experiences 
that we face. 
 
 

Maundy Thursday 
 
As the Mass on this day is offered in the evening in remembrance of the Last Supper you 
might like to offer this act of worship towards the end of the day. The Mass will be live-
streamed at 7pm and if you are not on-line you could start doing this at the same time. 
 
This is a night that is rich in meaning: we recall Jesus giving himself to us through his body 
and blood – even as we yearn to share that gift together in church once more; we recall his 
invitation to follow his pattern of service of others – even as we pray for those putting 
themselves at risk through their ministry to those suffering with COVID 19; and we recall 
Jesus giving himself into the hands of his enemies to die on the cross – even as we hold in our 
hearts the suffering of others tonight. 
 
You might like to prepare a candle and a cross/crucifix as a focus for prayer – perhaps use 
the palm cross you received with this booklet.  Use the order for Mass that you received 
previously, only today we pray the Gloria for the first time since the beginning of Lent and 
the last time until Easter: 

 
Glory be to God on high and in earth peace, good will towards men. We 
praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give 
thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the 
Father almighty.  
 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ: O Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy 



upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us.  
 
For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with 
the Holy Ghost, art the Most High, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
Here are the Collect, readings, prayers and Post-Communion Prayer for use this evening: 
 
God our Father; 
who hast invited us to share in the supper 
which thy Son hath given to his Church 
that it may proclaim his death until he comes: 
may he nourish us by his presence, and unite us in his love; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Exodus 12.1-14, Psalm 116.11-end, I Corinthians 11.23-26, John 13.1-15, 34. 
 
Reflection for Maundy Thursday 
 
They say that the best form of leadership is leading by example, whereby the 
actions of the leader influence the behaviour and attitude of others to help 
them to see what lies ahead so that they may act swiftly and do likewise.  
 
Our Lord, before sharing bread and wine with his friends and instituting for 
us the Holy Eucharist, made no grand, vain gestures, like other mighty leaders 
of this world, dressed in the equivalent of white tie and royal sash, instead he 
“laid aside his garments, and girded himself with a towel”. If we find our minds 
wandering or even questioning Jesus’ actions, it isn’t very long before Jesus 
explains: If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one another’s feet.  For I have given you an example, that you also should do as I have done 
to you.  
 
Very clearly, Our Lord is leading by example. But Jesus is not the CEO of 
some major company; his interests lie not in profit margins or development 



plans. His leadership takes the strategy of humility, wherein lies a deeper, 
eternal message to his work ethic. The washing of the feet is an act of love. 
Love that bookends and penetrates our Maundy Thursday Scripture. We read 
in the first verse of John 13: “having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end.” Then follows his act of humble, precious love in the washing 
of the feet. This is not an action that belongs in the archives, since Jesus tells 
us plainly, in his New Commandment: “that you love one another; even as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another.” 
 
We find ourselves, alas, in a situation where we cannot partake in that great 
emblematic act of love, of washing each other’s feet, for a second year, in 
church, because of the persistent pandemic. But that doesn’t mean we can’t 
follow Jesus’ example and teaching. Saint Augustine, in his Confessions, is 
famous for writing: 
 
“What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to the 
poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and 
sorrows of men. That is what love looks like.”  
 
Maundy Thursday is about love. Perhaps you are able to wash the feet of 
those with you at home. Whether you are or not, through prayerful 
discernment, may we all find our own form of washing our neighbours’ feet, 
taking our lead from Christ, the greatest leader by example, to love one 
another.  
 
We know how the story continues, how this profound act of love is followed 
by the Farewell Meal. The Last Supper, which enables us to meet with Our 
Lord every time we come to his altar, to share in the Holy Eucharist, and 
remember his great sacrifice for us. Jesus’ love for his own is demonstrated in 
the foot washing, but it will receive its full and final expression in the gift of 
his life.  
 
If the following intercessions are said with others you may wish to conclude each one with the 
response: Lord, hear us 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, thy Son Jesus Christ washed his 
disciples’ feet. Strengthen us to walk in his way of love and service: 
 



On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through his disciples’ 
message. Guide thy Church in her mission, and make her one: 
 
On this night, he commanded his disciples to love. Be with those who at this 
time risk their lives to care for others. Keep them strong yet loving, and when 
their work is done, be with them in their weariness and in their tears. 
 
On this night, he accepted the cup of death and looked forward to the new 
wine of the kingdom. We pray for those who have died in the peace of Christ 
and all the dead whose faith is known to thee alone. 
 
Merciful Father… 
 
Peace, Lord’s Prayer, Agnus Dei, Act of Spiritual Communion.  Then: 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
we thank thee that in this wonderful sacrament 
thou hast given us a memorial of thy passion: 
grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries of thy body and blood 
that we may know within ourselves 
and show forth in our lives the fruits of thy redemption; 
for thou livest and reignest, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Traditionally on this night we keep a vigil of prayer with the Lord in the Lady Chapel 
which has been transformed into the Garden of Gethsemane.  For those on email I will 
email them to ask them to sign up to a ‘Doodle Poll’ online so that we can know that each 
half hour through the night is covered by one of the congregation.  Do please telephone or 
write to me with a slot you’d like to offer – we can then be strengthened knowing that the 
whole night is covered.  Little S. Mary’s will also be open for prayer throughout the night. 
 
You could also keep watch on-line using this link with the sisters at Tyburn Convent who 
broadcast their perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on-line: 
 

https://adoration.tyburnconvent.org.uk/ 

 
 
 
 
 



Good Friday 
 
The Celebration of the Lord’s Passion traditionally takes place at 3pm, when we recall the 
hours of Christ’s death, so you may like to use the following devotion at that hour. There is 
a stark simplicity about the worship in church that day: Scripture is read, intercession made, 
the cross is proclaimed and Holy Communion is received. What follows has a similar 
simplicity, and you should take your time to pause for quiet reflection as you pray in your 
home. 
 
You might like to prepare a candle and a cross/crucifix as a focus for prayer – perhaps 
using your palm cross once again. 
 
Collect 
Almighty Father, look with mercy on this thy family 
for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed 
and given up into the hands of sinners and to suffer death upon the cross; 
who liveth and is glorified with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Gospel Reading – John 19.1-42.  There are some excellent recordings of the St John 
Passion which you could listen to today. 
 
Reflection 
 
In the Apostle’s creed we confess that Jesus ‘suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified dead and buried’. What does this line say about human freedom? 
As God’s image and likeness, we have a vocation to love God, but it is one 
that it is to be affirmed in our freedom. Love cannot be compelled but only 
gifted out of freedom. In his tractates on the Gospel of John, St. Augustine 
wrote that the cross is humanity’s exercise of freedom. Humanity made its 
judgement on God. In His life on earth the Lord God of the universe 
submitted Himself to human judgement, and there we find that humanity’s 
judgement was to crucify its Lord and saviour. Augustine writes, ‘the thief 
escaped; Christ was condemned. He who was guilty of many crimes received 
pardon; he who pardoned every criminal willing to confess was condemned.’ 
In Acts, St. Peter tells us ‘you killed the author of life’ (Acts 3:15). We have 
heard about human judgement, and it was to reject God. 
 



But the cross, was not solely about human judgement it was also a divine 
judgement. Augustine writes ‘yet the very cross itself, if you will stop to 
consider, was a judgement seat, with the Judge set up in the middle between a 
thief to be pardoned and a thief to be condemned … even while being judged 
himself, he acted the part of a judge’. What is the nature of divine judgement?  
  
At his resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disciples. The disciples who had 
abandoned Jesus in his hour of need to be tried and executed. They must have 
been terrified to see the risen Jesus stand amongst them again, the one who 
they had abandoned, betrayed and left for dead, but now Jesus, the Lord, is 
back. If this was a story from Greek Mythology we would expect the gods to 
take this line of revenge, an afront to Zeus, or Poseidon, would be met with 
divine wrath and punishment.  Perhaps the disciples would have expected this 
vengeful response from Jesus when he inexplicably appears to them, showing 
them His wounds.  
 
So what is divine judgement in the light of the cross? Instead of taking 
revenge, at his resurrection Jesus appeared in front of his disciples and 
pronounced, ‘shalom’, peace. The peace of God is something deeply to be 
desired, it is the restoration of God’s forgiveness and love in the world. Thus, 
the divine judgement is not vengeance or punishment but the radiance of 
divine love for humanity. The divine judgement is forgiveness and complete 
faithfulness to humanity. The Gospel of John expounds divine judgement:  
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not 
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through Him’ (John 3:16-17).   
 
By becoming human, Christ experiences the full depths of what it is be 
human. This included to experience the consequences of sin, to identify with 
the oppressed and those who suffer, even to the point of death. From this 
lowest point, God transfigures the realities of sin and death to become the 
foundation for our own ascent. God’s judgement for our life is one of an 
eternal ascent, a continual growth into the divine image and likeness. And 
through Jesus, we can find the way, the truth and the life of this vocation. 
Therefore, the judgement of the crucified Lord, who now sits at the right 
hand of God, is not the source for fear, but the foundation of love, faith and 
hope. The life of a Christian.  
 



Intercessions 
 
If the following intercessions are said with others you may wish to conclude each bidding with 
the response: Through the death of thy Son, 

Lord hear us. 
 
As we recall Christ’s saving death, let us pray to God the Father. 
 
Lord, guard and unite thy Church throughout the world: 
 
Keep Pope Francis, Patriarch Bartholomew, Archbishop Justin, and Stephen 
our bishop in thy loving care: 
 
Sanctify by thy Spirit the entire people of God: 
 
Deepen the faith and understanding of those preparing for baptism: 
 
Gather all Christians into unity: 
 
Bless the children of thy covenant, both Jew and Christian: 
 
Shed thy light on those who do not believe in Christ: 
 
Show the signs of thy love to those who deny thy existence: 
 
Guide the minds and hearts of governments and rulers: 
 
Grant healing to the sick, and comfort those who live in sorrow: 
 
Our Father… 
 
Adoration of the Cross – you might care to kiss or touch the palm cross or a crucifix 
you have at home, remembering the Lord’s love for you and all the world.  As you do so, 
pray: 
 
Behold the wood of the Cross on which was hung the world’s salvation: 
O come let us worship. [or] 
We adore thy Cross, O Lord, we praise and glorify thy holy Resurrection,  
for behold, because of the wood of a tree joy has come into the whole world. 



An Act of Spiritual Communion for use today when no Masses are offered in 
churches and so the usual one is not appropriate: 
 
My Jesus, I believe that thou art present in the Holy Sacrament of the altar.  
I love thee above all things and I passionately desire to receive thee into my 
soul. Since I cannot now receive thee sacramentally, come spiritually into my 
soul so that I may unite myself wholly to thee now and forever. Amen. 
 
End with this prayer: 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, 
set thy passion, cross, and death 
between thy judgement and our souls, 
now and in the hour of our death.  
Grant mercy and grace to the living, rest to the departed,  
to thy Church peace and concord,  
and to us sinners forgiveness, and everlasting life and glory;  
for, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
thou livest and reignest, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
It’s important, if possible, to keep a time of silence today and to fast. 
 
 

Holy Saturday / Easter Vigil 
 
The Great Paschal Vigil & First Mass of Easter on Holy Saturday evening is the 
highpoint of the Christian Year. It is the Christian Passover, as we recall the journey that 
we make from death to life in the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Vigil 
has four parts: the blessing and lighting of the Paschal Candle; reading from Scripture the 
story of our creation and redemption; the renewal of baptismal commitment; the celebration 
of the Eucharist. 
 
This simple devotion to use in our homes on Holy Saturday evening reflects those four 
elements, and begins the celebration of Easter for us. 
 
Lighting an Easter Candle 
 
With this booklet you received a candle. As you set this candle in place say: 
Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, 



Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to him, and all ages; 
to him be glory and power, through every age and for ever. 
 
As you light the candle say: 
May the light of Christ, rising gloriously, 
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 
 
 
Rejoice, heavenly powers!  Sing, choirs of angels! 
Exult, all creation around God’s throne! Jesus Christ our King, is risen!  
Sound the trumpet of salvation!  Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendour, 
radiant with the brightness of thy King!  Christ has conquered! 
Glory fills thee! Darkness vanishes for ever!  Rejoice O Mother Church!  
Exult in glory!  The risen Saviour shines upon thee! 
Let this place resound with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s people! 
 
Readings –four readings for the Easter Vigil: 
Genesis 1.1-2.4a, Exodus 14.10-end, Isaiah 55.1-11, Ezekiel 36.24-28,  
 
Collect 
Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of thy Son 
overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: 
grant that we being dead to sin and alive to thee in Jesus Christ, 
may reign with him in glory; to whom with thee and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and honour, glory and might, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Gospel – Matthew 28.1-10. 
 
Reflection 
 
The strife is o’er the, the battle done;  
Now is the Victor’s triumph won;  
O let the song of praise be sung. 
Alleluya!  
 
According to tradition, at the Easter Vigil, the holy fire is lit and the new 
paschal candle takes its first ignition from the fire’s flames, but for centuries 
no services took place on Holy Saturday, to recall the suspended state of 
Christ’s followers in the period between his crucifixion and resurrection.   



For a little over a year now, it feels as though we have been in a “suspended 
state”, as the shadow of Covid-19 has invaded our lives and the way we 
worship, for far too long. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were coming 
to see the tomb, to continue their vigil. They had lost their Lord, and their 
own sense of loss we imagine, was agonising.  
 
The scene that follows in Matthew’s gospel though, is a dramatic one. It 
features earthquakes, an angel apparition, like lightning, and his clothing white as 
snow, not seen since the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream in 
Jesus’ infancy. And more, guards, shaking like dead men, tomb stones rolled 
away, and a message. A message that stirred in them both fear and great joy. 
The message that Jesus is raised from the dead!  
 
Fear and great joy. The resurrection is not merely the happy ending of an 
almost-tragic story of Jesus, nor is it a final accomplishment, in continuity 
with his others miracles. The resurrection is the act of God for Jesus who 
suffers pain and death, and who enters into the realm of death, but is risen. 
God conquers death forever.  
 
Fear and great joy. There may be continued strife and battling, but tonight 
teaches us that there is light and life in Christ’s resurrection, that outshines 
any kind of darkness. Whether it be in the form of an angel like lightning, or a 
fire in church, or a candle at home, may we all be one, in the light of Christ. 
Christ who has conquered death, who has triumphed, who tells us: “Do not be 
afraid” and who greets us, just as he greeted Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary, early that morning.  
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
 
Renewal of our Baptismal Commitment 
 
The Apostles Creed is what is used when people profess their faith when they are baptised.  
On this night when we renew that covenant with God we use that Creed to affirm the faith 
we share with the whole Church.  You may care to have a bowl of water which you can dip 
your finger in and trace the sign of the Cross over you as you complete praying the Creed: 
 
 



I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell. The third day 
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father almighty, from thence he will come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy 
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
Almighty God, we thank thee for our fellowship in the household of faith 
with all who have been baptized in thy name. Keep us faithful to our baptism, 
and so make us ready for that day when the whole creation 
shall be made perfect in thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Prayers  
 
If the following intercessions are said with others you may wish to conclude each one with the 
response: Lord, hear us 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
In joy and hope let us pray to the Father. 
 
That our risen Saviour may fill us with the joy of his glorious and life-giving 
resurrection: 
 
That those who lead the nations may be granted the gifts of wisdom and 
discernment: 
 
That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, the weak and the 
dying, to comfort and strengthen them: 
 
That, according to his promises, all who have died in the faith of the 
resurrection may be raised on the last day: 
 
Let us commend the world, in which Christ rose from the dead, 
to the mercy and protection of God. 
 
Our Father… 



Act of Spiritual Communion 
In union, O dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of thy Church, 
where thy blessed Body and Blood are being offered to the Father, 
I desire to offer thee praise and thanksgiving. 
I present to thee my soul and body, 
with the earnest wish that I may ever be united to thee. 
And since I cannot now receive thee sacramentally, 
I beseech thee to come spiritually into my heart. 
I unite myself to thee, and embrace thee with all the affections of my soul. O 
let nothing ever separate me from thee. Let me live and die in thy love. Amen. 
 
Grant, O Lord Jesus Christ, that as the hem of thy garment, 
touched in faith, healed the woman who could not touch thy Body, 
so the soul of thy servant may be healed by like faith in thee, 
whom I cannot now sacramentally receive; 
through thy tender mercy, who livest and reignest with the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
God of Life, who for our redemption 
didst give thine only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, 
and by his glorious resurrection  
hast delivered us from the power of our enemy: 
grant us so to die daily unto sin 
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Happy Easter and let’s look forward to meeting back in the church building soon! 
 

 
The images on the front and back of this booklet are by Albrecht Dürer; they are The 

Crucifixion and The Resurrection (c.1498) which form part of his Large Passion Series, 
which was published as an illustrated devotional book, with 11 large woodcuts and the 
Gospel narrative of Christ’s final days as conveyed by the Benedictine monk Benedictus 

Chelidonius (c. 1456-1521). 
 

 



 


