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Message from the General Secretary  

Greetings and welcome to the our 14th and 15th Issue News-

letter for the month of July and August 2020. 

Our thoughts and continued prayer to all in this difficult and 

challenging time as we continue to face the Covid- 19 pan-

demic situation locally and globally. 

A couple of special feast days fall in the month of August, they 

are remembered for their significance and importance in Angli-

can Christian Teaching and Mission in ACPNG and the world.  

 

 St. Lawrence 10th of August 2020 

– Reminds us of two values of Sacrifice and that of the pre-

cious treasure of the Church which is its the people.  

 

 

 11TH August 2020, Arrival of first 

Anglican Missionaries at Kieta in 1891. 

 

 

 This follows on to celebrate 

Martyrs Day on the 30th of August 2020; 

 So, run the race that ye may obtain the crown 

[Martyr’s School Motto]. 

 

Celebration of the feast of St. Lawrence day, the birth of ACPNG and the arrival of our 

first missionaries Albert Maclaren and Copland King to spread the Gospel the Anglican 

way – (Anglicanism). The three-legged stool expression of Prayer life, Bible study and 

Witness. Great inspiration and influence to keep the faith and build on the Kingdom of 

God.  

To God be the Glory ! 

By Dennis Kabekabe  

 

Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea Newsletter   July– August  2020 

 

MR DENNIS KABEKABE  



2 

This year has been a challenging year for Newton College.  Due 

to COVID-19 Bishop Jeffrey Driver could not return for the sec-

ond semester. I had continued the first semester on my own with 

Fr Clifford Anubo joining the teaching staff in July. 

This semester we took in our first batch of 26 students for the 

bridging course. All of them are from Popondetta Diocese. Out 

of this batch the best of possibly 10 will be selected for first year 

Diploma next year. We have engaged two teachers from Popon-

detta Secondary School who are Anglicans on a voluntary basis 

to teach year 12 English. 

Two weeks ago we got PNG Power to connect lines in to the col-

lege up to our existing genset. They also maintained all the lines. 

The last phase of this project is to install  meter boxes and 

esipay/power systems on the college houses. 

Another major project is the maintenance of one of the wings of the single dorm. This project was to have 

been done in preparation for the bridging students but was delayed and now near completion with 6 rooms 

fully maintained, a shower room and toilets yet to be completed and a new water tank with the gutter sys-

tem now put together. 

Three St Margaret nursing students did their placement for seven 

weeks at Newton College. It was great to have them here and they 

loved it very much. 

The prayer life and worship of the college is particularly enriching 

now with a much larger group of bridging students. 

The college is slowly taking shape in all areas of its life, with hopes 

of a much brighter future. 

A special thank you to all friends of Newton College both locally and 

overseas for your prayers and financial and moral support. 

Story and Pictures by Fr. Giles Motisi, Newton Theological College 
Principal  

 

 

 

NEWTON THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE UPDATE  

Picture above is of a Year 12 English Teacher 

from Popondetta Secondary teaching English 

at NTC on voluntary basis.  

Maintenance done on dormitory at NTC.  
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Story and Picture Courtesy of Bradley Gideon 

ACPNG Mothers Union at All Souls celebrated their Lady Day on Sunday 9th of August 2020 which 

began with a Procession in from outside during the Holy Eucharist Service. The Mothers Union mem-

bers led in certain parts of the Service which followed with outside activity where light refreshment was 

provided followed by speeches.  

The remarkable event took place in a small and quiet manner amidst the Covid-19 Pandemic restrictions 

and directives issued by the Government of PNG. 

The Speech by ACPNG Mothers Union National President – Mother Rose Sitae was very challenging 

where she indicated the many struggles, the Ministry was going through.  The Mothers Union was 

founded in England by Mother Mary Sumner, wife of Fr George Sumner in 1876 with current member-

ship of 4.8 Million across 87 Countries in our 40 Anglican Provinces Communion-wide. 

In ACPNG, the work of the Mothers Union started in Boianai Parish in Dogura Diocese in 1949 and 

then spread through to Popondetta Diocese, then Port Moresby Diocese and later spread to New Guinea 

Islands and finally reaching Aipo Rongo Diocese with its current membership of 10,000 plus. 

The statistics for the work of Mothers union across ACPNG showed that out of the 10,000 plus mem-

bers, only 10% of the figure were working mothers while 15% of the members husband were working 

and supporting their wives. 

25% of the members are widows while 50% of the mothers are unemployed which is a struggle for the 
Ministry to be independent. Despite the current statistics, every member is tasked to give K135.00 annu-
ally to the MU work in PNG and overseas. The Mothers independently struggle to raise almost K1.35 

Million annually for the work of MU to continue. Majority of the Mothers are elderly and Mother Rose 
challenged the young ones to join the union and support  the Ministry.   

MOTHERS UNION LADY DAY CELEBRATION  

Mothers Union Members from the Morobe Deanery who celebrated their Lady Day on the 9th of August.  
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BRIEF ACPNG HISTORY. 

1891 – 129 years ago first missionaries Albert McLaren and Copland King arrive at Kaieta, Wamira in Milne 

Bay province. The first was built on Dogura plateau. They spread the Gospel from Taupota to Mamba in Oro 

province and the hinterlands.  

In 1942 – Martyrs of Papua New Guinea and local people in PNG suffered severely and lost their lives dur-

ing World War 2 in the hands of Japanese invaders. 

In 1953 – 66 years ago the late archbishop David Hand spread the Gospel into highlands [ AIPO-RONGO] 

from Aiome, Ramu district in Madang province. 

In 1977 – 42 years ago ACPNG became a Province of Anglican Communion from the Diocese of Queens-

land, 

1991 – 29 years ago celebrated 100th Anniversary. The centenary prayer sets the spiritual direction of    AC-
PNG Mission which is found in the font page of the brown prayer book.  

CHALLENGE TODAY! 2020 AND BEYOND FOR ACPNG. 

1. Maintenance and Rebuilding of the church resources. 

2. Educate and train Christian leaders to provide good Shepherd leadership for the Church Mission now and 

into the future.   

3. Strengthen ACPNG three Mission pillars. [ Pastoral, Teaching and Healing Ministries] 

4. Strengthen good relationships and Partnerships with our Anglican communion provinces and uphold the 

five marks of mission globally  

5. Conduct effective Evangelism through Jesus shaped life for the extension of God’s Kingdom in the life of 

individuals and the small faith communities 

6. Become Agent of Change in God’s Mission. 

 

By Dennis Kabekabe , General Secretary  

“ Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea’s 129th Independence”  

FEAST DAY OF ALBERT MACLAREN & COPLAND KING  

COPLAND KING  ALBERT MACLAREN  
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The ACPNG Mothers Union were given funding from ABM in June to carry out COVID-19 Awareness 

throughout the five diocese of ACPNG. In July the Morobe deanery Mothers Union members were the 

first to mobilize and sew face masks to deliver to rural Anglican communities up in Goroka and the 

Morobe Patrol Post– Popondetta.    

The fabric face mask was thought to be an item that could help many people especially in the rural areas 

who can not afford to purchase reusable masks from the pharmacy/shop . The  mothers sewed up to 500 

plus fabric masks before their outreach to the rural communities.  

On the 6th of July Mothers Union president Rose Sitae invited the Anglican Health Services Secretary , 

Bradley Gideon to train the Mothers on COVID-19 and Ms. Rhona Dengo to train the Mothers on Social 

Issues such as domestic violence, child abuse, etc. affecting everyone especially women, girls and chil-

dren during this time of pandemic.  

The full story on the Mothers Union response and awareness on COVID-19 will be published in Septem-

ber’s issue as they continue to roll out their awareness program in the other dioceses.  

The Mothers Union Provincial President, Rose Sitae is thankful and grateful for ABM’s support to the 

Mothers Union ministry especially during this time of  COVID-19 pandemic in Papua New Guinea.  

Story by Annsli Kabekabe, ANO Communications and Media Sector  and Pictures by Mother Beverly Naime 

  

Mothers Union training on COVID-19 
awareness at All Souls Parish , Lae  

Mothers Union addressing COVID-19 

&Social issues affecting PNG at present.  

Mothers Union Members of the Morobe 
Deanery sewing face masks.  
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Situation Summary and Highlights  

 As of 30 August (12:00), there have been 459 COVID-19 cases 

and five COVID-19 deaths reported in Papua New Guinea. From 

the period of 24-30 August, there were 58 new cases. The total 

number of provinces that have reported COVID-19 cases to date 

is eleven. However, only Western Province (41) and the National 

Capital District (17) have reported cases in the last week.  

 Contact tracing is ongoing for all the cases confirmed.  

 Gerehu Hospital joins the other health facilities in the National 

Capital District (NCD) that collect samples for testing.  

 The implementation of the National Control Centre (NCC) 

COVID-19 Operational Blueprint has commenced, with each cell 

expected to report on the progress of work weekly.  

 On 28 August, the AusMAT team conducted a table-top exercise 

with staff at Rita Flynn in preparation for the increased numbers 

of admitted patients.  

 On 27-28 August, the first of a series of five regional church 

leaders’ sensitization workshops organized by PNG Council of 

Churches was held which brought together 60 church 

leaders to coordinate total church leadership involve-

ment in raising awareness on the New Normal way of 

life.  

 The Office of the Controller issued Guidance Notes 

on Safe Management of the Deceased in the Context 

of COVID-19.  

Papua New Guinea’s Approach to addressing 

COVID-19 in the “New Normal/Niupela Pasin” in 

Times of COVID-19 Pandemic.  

The Niupela Pasin or New Normal is a new way of living 

that makes basic hygiene and safe distancing a part of our 

new culture  – as individuals, as families, as communi-

ties. It means adopting behaviours and actions that are 

consistently practiced to reduce risk of COVID-19 and 

other infectious diseases. A society where people take 

responsibility for their own health and their families. The 

Prime Minister encourages all Papua New Guineas to be 

Champions of Niupela Pasin.  

Information Extracted from Papua New Guinea Coronavirus Disease 

2019 (COVID-19) Health Situation Report #36 31 August 2020 Period of 

report: 24 – 30 August 2020  

COVID-19 UPDATES IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA  
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NIUPELA PASIN - NEW NORMAL  
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PRAYERS & THANSGIVING FOR 
THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 

Date: 1st –5th of September  

Theme: Finding Favor With God  

Give thanks for: All who gave their lives for sake of the gospel in 

PNG  

All who work for peace  

Pray for :  Fellow Christians in our local community  

The Anglican Church of Southern Africa  

Date: 6th –12th September  

Theme:  Christian Freedom  

Give thanks for:  All faithful married couples  

Pray for : All those infected or affected by HIV/AIDS 

The Anglican Church of Southern Cone of America 

Date:   13th –19th September  

Theme: Salvation and Forgiveness  

Give thanks for:  Those who pray for us  

Pray for :  Kerina Evangelists College staff and students 

The Reformed Episcopal Church of Spain  

Date:  20th – 26th September  

Theme:  Duty to Neighbor  

Give thanks for:  All who look after us in time of need  

Pray for :  The Police; National Defense Force 

The Episcopal Church of Sudan  

Date: 27th –30th September  

Theme: True Repentance  

Give thanks for:  Gods loving kindness  

Pray for : The Anglican Church of Tanzania  

 

UPCOMING SAINTS AND 
HOLY DAYS IN SEPTEMBER 

1st September Seasons of Creation Starts 

2nd Martyrs of Papua New Guinea 1942 

3rd Gregory the Great  

8th Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary  

13th John Chrysostom  

14th Holy Cross Day  

15th Cyprian  

16th PNG Independence Day  

17th The Stigmata of St Francis  

20th John Coleridge Patteson 

21st St Matthew  

24th Our Lady of Walsingham 

27th Vincent de Paul  

29th Michael and All Angels  

30th Jerome & Teresa of Lisieux  

 

 

Papua New Guineas 45th Independence will 

be next month on the 16th of September. 


