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Message from General Secretary  
On behalf of  Acting Archbishop Nathan Ingen, I welcome you all to 

read ACPNG newsletter issue 19, volume 1.  

I hope you will enjoy reading this volume with great interest and 

reflection. 

The meaning of Christmas and its celebration is to rejoice in the 

Lord who is our Savior and special gift from God to mankind, who is the rock of our 

foundation which we build our faith  in life.  

He brought PEACE, JOY and LOVE to mankind with grace and promised Salvation.  

As we enter the New Year we focus on Jesus Christ, and that may he rule our lives to 

be prosperous and full of abundant blessings. 

Let us encourage positive attitude in our daily activities. We need to step up and step 

out with confidence with God’s help to provide service of significance in doing things 

right in order to bring success and impact on the lives of the people in our communi-

ties, and ourselves too.  

Mr. Dennis Kabekabe, ACPNG General Secretary  
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Carols By Candle light  

 

Some facts you should know about the Carols by Candle light.  

 

History: 

Started in Santiago in United States in 1990 by two people 

namely Steve Vaus and Wayne Nelson. 

Reason: To make a life changing difference in the lives 

of Children who were sick and needed medical care. 

South East Australia in the 19th Century. 

What the bible tells us about candle light? 

There are 20 bible verses about God is light.  (John 1: 1- 51, 

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was God and 

the Word was God). 18 bible verses about being light.   

Candle: 

Candle stick represents a Christian person. 

The candle flame is the word of God. 

Purpose – learn to give and feed on the word to the world 

while they decrease. Spread of the Gospel. 

Color of candle: 

White candle adds; 

 A sense of spiritual purity 

 Divinity 

 Protection 

 Peace 

 Unity and good will.   

 Excellent color for spiritual cleansing, healing and 

balancing. 

 Light symbolizes the holy God 

Light signifies God’s presence and favor in contrast to 

God’s judgment(Amos5;18)   Psalms 27:1, Isa 9:2, Cor 4;6  

OLD TESTMENT: 

Regularly associated with God and his word, with Salva-

tion, Goodness, Truth and Life. 

Candle symbolizes 

1. Hope –called prophet’s candle. 

2. Represents faith, called “Bethlehem candle” where 

Micah foretold that the messiah will be born. 

3. Represents Joy, called “Shepherds Candle” the Sheppard’s 

were in great Joy when the angels told them a message of 

Jesus birth. 

 

Brief information sharing by Dennis Kabekabe as guest speaker 

at the carols by candle light at All Souls Parish this year.  

Pictures on the right shows the Carols by Candle light hosted by 

the All Souls Parish before Christmas Eve.  
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The Anglican Church participated with 7 mainline Churches, Non-

Governmental Organizations and other stake holders within Lae 

City on Thursday 3rd November 2020 beginning with a March 

from Resurrection Lutheran Church in Lae Top Town. The March 

was escorted by Police personals and Bugandi Brash Band leading 

the way to Eriku Oval which was the main arena for the event.  

The day was celebrated successfully with speakers urging the im-

portance to accept people with disability as abled people with 

equal human rights to employment and access to public services. 

The key note speaker was the Australian Consulate General based 

in Lae who spoke highly of GoPNG’s support to these marginal-

ized people knowing that the Australian Government was support-

ive to such marginalized and under privileged people through the 

Church Network for over 20 years and will continue to do so. Lu-

theran Church which was the lead Church in addressing needs of 

people living with disability acknowledged the Mainline Churches 

for their support towards identifying such people with special 

needs and taking on board to address within their respective 

churches. 

There was drama, singing and dance presented by Morobe Disabil-

ity Association alongside with St Patrick’s and Morobe Special 

Disability School, it was very touching to see these disabled peo-

ple being able to perform like abled people. Armstrong Gomara 

popularly known as Dadii G and his band presented the Disability 

Song composed by the Mt Hagen Disability Association. Dadii G 

is currently stationed as a volunteer with the Disability Association 

in Mt Hagen attached with developing Music in the campaign for 

recognition of people living with disability as abled people headed 

by the Baptist Union Mission. 

 

Continue to next page ... 

WORLD DISABILITY DAY CELEBRATED IN LAE 



4 

The program at Eriku ended with disabled people asked to have lunch at 

the Lutheran Disability Centre while the rest of the Mainline Church 

leaders were invited to attend the Close-up Dinner at Lae International 

Hotel from 6-8pm. 

 

The Closing part of the day’s activity was summed up at the Lae Interna-

tional Hotel with the key Note Speaker Dr. Jack Urame- The Head Bish-

op of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua New Guinea. He further 

stressed the importance of accepting such under-privileged and marginal-

ized people basing on the biblical principles as all people created alike in 

the image and likeness of God as stipulated in the Theology of Equality 

Guidelines. He urged all Churches to stand united to address this issue 

within our societies. 

The main key activity of the night was to present the Call To Action pa-

per to the Morobe Provincial Government to recognize the importance of 

such people and support activities that the churches are doing and more 

importantly to fund and support Programs involving People Living with 

disability and Special needs within Morobe Province as a Pilot project 

which in the long run other Provinces would adapt the same concept. The 

night’s activity ended with a Dinner served by Lae International Hotel. 

Story by Bradley Gideon and pictures by Roland Sinunabae and Greg Smith  
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Holy Name Heritage, my story behind the St. Peters and Pauls Cathedral Portrait.  

Ever since I first came into contact with the Dogura cathedral back in mid year 1995, I have always 

wanted to do a creative project drawing it-the building...just didn’t decide when.  

I had flown over from Alotau with my Mother as a transfer student from Cameron High School to do 

my grade 9 learning at Holy Name High School. I was fourteen, pimple faced and new to the boarding 

life experience. 

Immediately I found myself wowed by the spectacular size and architecture of the cathedral as it grew 

in my sight while walking up hill from the Wedau airstrip. (Flights were still in operation then). 

The towering height of Mountain Pasipasi from the air as well as from the ground also was a major 

highlight on that first visit. 

My mother  gave me a brief history about the plateau being a  tribal war zone back in the pre-

missionary era. She shared some nostalgia of her boarding days here at Dobina and at the school I was 

about to enrol in. 

I distinctly remember scaling the wooden staircases of each of the twin bell towers up to the top after 

choir practice and being fascinated by flanking artwork plus the tribal weaponry hung above the cathe-

dral’s rear entrance. 

I have fond memories of climbing Pasipasi (once solo) only to bury a silver coin at the summit with 

each assent. And yes, bathing in the river Daru, especially during the drought season and the abundant 

supply of juicy mangoes... 

I really didn’t just go to school there, no, Holy name became a part of me. Despite hailing from the   

islands, Holy Name became my home, it became my heritage. 

Continue next page... 

Creative Artist makes portrait of  the St. Paul's 

and St. Peters Cathedral, Dogura.  
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Since then Holy Name has always remained close to my heart. The 

experiences, the family, the memories. 

Here I was baptized where I spent my adolescent school years, and 

later on where as a Science teacher I taught back in the year 2006. 

It was not until November this year (2020) where I finally made the 

time to visually create something connected to Holy Name and the 

cathedral of course was my subject. 

Initially I decided to set up a Screen purposely for tee shirt and 

sling bag printing but having lacked some material to do this I in-

stead opted to just do a miniature sized painting. 

I wanted to incorporate everything I could remember into it .That  

was my intention, not  just to express a photographic replica  of the 

setting, but for it to represent a closer meaning, to portray the typi-

cal HNS ‘feeling’ as seen through the eyes of an ex student.  

Hence the idea of merging Pasipasi directly into the background 

came up. 

Coincidently the day after I finished the miniature painting I read 

about the Dogura Cathedral restoration walk and fundraising appeal 

in the paper and on social media which only compelled me further 

to want to help out. 

I reminisced about the staircases and knowing how now they were 

no longer safe, all weathered and rotting away just like other major 

areas within the cathedral.  

I reached out to the committee via the number given in the news 

paper article and offered my assistance as an artist to which they 

warmly accepted and that is how I came about to do the live three 

hour live painting depicting the St Peters and St Pauls Cathedral 

during the recent Dogura Day fundraiser here in Port Morseby. (A 

larger 95cm by 60 cm copy of my miniature sized original) 

The painting was bought by the Port Moresby Anglican diocese 

with the proceeds to go to the restoration appeal. 

I can only pray that they do indeed reach their target and that in 

time restore the cathedral to its once majestic state. 

I know my son will one day go to school here as well...Holy Name 

is our home, our pride and our Heritage. 

‘’Pasipasi aukarena Dogura’’ 

Egwalau. 

Story and Pictures by Roark Saimon Vacilli 

 

See on next page some of Roark Saimon Vacilli sketches and 

paintings.  
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COVID-19 UPDATE IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA  

Situation Summary and Highlights  

  As of 20 December (12:00 pm), there have been 

761 COVID-19 cases and nine (9) COVID-19 

deaths reported in Papua New Guinea. From the 

period of 14 to 20 December, there have been 36 

new cases: 21 from West New Britain, 8 from East 

New Britain, 6 from New Ireland, and 1 from West-

ern Highlands. The total number of provinces that 

have reported COVID-19 cases to date is sixteen.  

 A multidisciplinary team from the NCC 

(surveillance, laboratory, clinical management, risk 

communication, community engagement clusters 

and provincial coordination) travelled to Milne Bay 

Province and Western Highlands Province to pro-

vide technical support for COVID-19 preparedness 

and response.  

 The COVID-19 Summit has been rescheduled to 

take place from 25 January to 5 February 2021 at 

the APEC Haus in Port Moresby.  

 The healthcare worker (HCW) survey has been 

completed, with over 400 responses received from 

21 provinces. Data analysis is now underway, with 

a preliminary report to feedback to stakeholders 

planned for January. Additional planning and sup-

port for the current outbreak in West New Britain 

Province are underway.  

 Technical support continues for testing and ship-

ment of samples to Singapore through CPHL with 

backing from DFAT and WHO. Discussion in pro-

gress with Singapore laboratory for increasing sup-

port during the end of 2020 and the beginning of 

2021.A Memorandum of Understanding is being prepared for PNG IMR/ CPHL and Victorian 

Infectious Disease Reference Laboratory (VIDRL) for additional laboratory support. A concept 

note for AgRDT has been drafted for submission to MeSAC/MRAC for a request of emergency 

use of AgRDT in Western New Britain. Support will be provided to CPHL for the distribution of 

the COVID19 laboratory commodities and COVID-19 EQA Proficiency Test panels. Handover 

of Ag-RDT is planned to NDoH from WHO on 22 December 2020.  

 

Information extracted from Papua New Guinea Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Health Situation Report 44 

(Released: 26 October 2020; Report Period: 14-20 December 2020). 
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PRAYERS & THANSGIVING FOR 

THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2021 
 

Date: 1st – 9th  January 2021  

Theme: God With Us  

Give thanks for: That God, In Jesus, Became Perfectly Hu-

man  

Pray for :  All Our Clergy and Evangelists The Anglican 

Church of Canada  

 

Date: 10th – 16th January 2021  

Theme: The Baptism of Jesus  

Give thanks for: The grace and forgiveness of the Sacrament 

of Baptism  

Pray for :  All Parish Councilors and other lay workers 
The Church of the Province of Central Africa  

 

Date:17th  – 23rd January 2021  

Theme: The Lord Is Here!  

Give thanks for: All Christians Who Serve God Faithfully  

Pray for :  The work of the Mothers’ Union 
The Anglican Church of the Central American Region  

 

Date: 24th – 30th January  2021  

Theme: Repent And Believe In The Good News 

Give thanks for: Those Who Taught Us The Christian Faith  

Pray for :  All Medical Staff At Aid Posts, Health Centres 

and Hospitals The Anglican Church in Ceylon (Sri Lanka)  

 

Invitation as reminder to Diocese and Institutions to send in 

articles/stories to be included in the newsletter going for-

ward. 

 

UPCOMING SAINTS AND 

HOLY DAYS IN JANUARY 

2021 
 

1st  THE NAMING & CIRCUMCI-

SION OF JESUS (White)  

2nd Basil the Great (died 379) & Grego-

ry of Nazianzus (died 389) (White)  

6th THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 
(White) 

17th Anthony of Egypt, Abbot, died 
356 (White) 

20th Sebastian, martyr died 288 (Red) 

21st Eruption of Mount Lamington 

25th CONVERSION OF ST PAUL 
(White) 

26th Timothy and Titus, bishops 
(White) 

28th Thomas Aquinas, priest and doc-
tor (1225-1274) (White  

TOKSAVE ... 

2021 YEAR PLANNER AND 2021 LEC-

TIONARY ON SALE at the Anglican Na-

tional Office, Lae.  

PRICE DETAIL:  

2021 YEAR PLANNER (A3 size) - K5.00 

2021 LECTIONARY (A5 booklet ) - K 12.00 

Brown prayer books are still in printing and 

will be out for sale shortly.  

  


