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General Secretary's Message 
Welcome all our readers! 

May the good Lord continue to bring blessings, protec-

tion, guidance, mercy and grace upon us all in our lives, 

work and families as we continue to experience the chal-

lenges and difficulties with varying levels of the corona 

virus affecting us at this present time in our respective 

countries. 

Let us continue to pray in unity and support each other 

in doing the right thing and fight against the corona virus spread and biological muta-

tion process of the virus.  

Enjoy reading about  project activities with our church partners overseas and what is 

happening in the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea. 

A special feature on the consecration of New Guinea Islands Diocese Bishop elect 

Fr. Reginald Makele in his home parish SagSag located on the south coast of West 

New Britain Province. Extraordinary consecration witnessed by an estimated 4,100 

people. An ecumenical strength, support and participation.   

Keep the faith and trust in God in all we do and say. 

Dennis Kabekabe.  

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF PNG NEWSLETTER JUNE –JULY 2021 

Congregation at the Consecration Service for the Bishop of NGI at Sagsag , West New 
Britain. PC. Dennis Kabekabe  
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Review of  the ACPNG Emergency Response & Disaster Risk 
Reduction Plan. 

The ACPNG Diocesan Bishops, Secretary's, Vicar Generals and General Secretary were all invited by the CPP Disaster Risk 
Reduction officer, Cassendra Opiari to attend a two days review on the ACPNG Disaster Emergency Response Plan and Stra-
tegic Plan. The review meeting was from the 17-18th of June at St. Johns Cathedral, Port Moresby. The two day review turned 
out successfully as all participants gave their comments, insights and  recommendations on the two documents.  

The Emergency Response Plan and  Disaster Risk Reduction Plan are the first ever documents drafted for ACPNG under dis-
aster. The documents will be finalized and presented to the Provincial Council sometimes this year. This initiative is a success 
through the dedication and hard work of  the CPP DRR officer- Cassendra Opiari, Terry Russel -ABM, ACPNG National 
office and Anglicare SMT.  

Brief update and pictures by Annsli Kabekabe  

 

Picture above is of the two days review and consultancy on the emergency response plan and Disaster risk reduction plan attended by 
Diocesan Bishops, Secretaries and vicar generals, General Secretary and CPP Disaster Risk Reduction officer. 

UPDATE ON ANGLICARE-CPP STRATEGIC PLANS - DRR AND ANGLICARE STRATEGIC PLANS 

Final Drafts of the two documents that were reviewed and 
commented on by participants.  

CPP Coordinator, Michael Ambo giving a brief overview of the 
two documents being reviewed.  
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Ini Kopuria was the founder of the Anglican Mela-
nesian Brotherhood., 1930s, Picture courtesy of 
DOM.  
https://www.solomonencyclopaedia.net/objects/

BRIEF HISTORY  

 In 1924-1925, Ini Kopuria developed what became the Ira Re-
tasasiu (meaning 'company of brothers'), commonly called the Mel-
anesian Brotherhood or Tasiu.  

 Born in the early 1900s near Maravovo, Guadalcanal, and named 
after an early Anglo-Saxon Christian king, he was sent to school 
first at St. Michael's Pamua (q.v.) on Makira in 1913, and later to 
Norfolk Island.  

 Ini joined the Native Armed Constabulary, rose to the rank of Ser-
geant, and was stationed on Guadalcanal.  

 In 1924, following an intense religious experience, he decided to 
form a brotherhood to take Christianity to the non-Christian villag-
es on Guadalcanal.  

 The influences on him were his knowledge of English orders of 
monks with the three-fold vow (obedience, poverty and chastity), 
the short-lived St. Aidan's Brotherhood (1916-1920) which Rev. 
Charles Fox (q.v.) formed to spread Christianity to inland villages 
on Makira while Ini was at school there, and the Melanesian Mis-
sion (q.v.) itself, which was supportive of indigenous religious or-
ders. Bishop Steward (q.v.) encouraged this indigenous vehicle for 
spreading Christianity. 

 Ira Retasasiu was founded on 28 October 1925, in consultation with 
Bishop Steward, once Ini Kopuria's teacher at Maravovo. Ini took a 
life vow and gave his land at Tabalia to the Brotherhood, which 
became their headquarters.  

 Ini and the first seven brothers began missionary work in the Solo-
mon Islands, which was later extended to other areas of the diocese 
such as New Britain, the New Hebrides, and to Solomon Islanders 
in Fiji.  

 The Brotherhood declined in the 1940s and 1950s, by which time 
most people had accepted Christianity, but there was a revival in 
the late 1950s when the Brotherhood's focus was altered to Chris-
tian revival and, in 1957, their work spread further into Papua New 
Guinea.  

 Ini also began the Order of Companions of the Brothers, formed 
from men and women who promised to help the Brothers through 
prayer and funding, ensuring that the Tasiu had a true indigenous 
base. 

 Ini Kopuria remained Head Brother until 1940, when he left, ab-

solved from his lifelong vow, and married. He spent the rest of his 

days as a village deacon in Guadalcanal, until he died in 1945. O. F. 

Emery made a film about his life for the Melanesian Board of Mis-

sions, in 1964. (Hilliard 1978a, 227-232; Fox 1958, 193, 1962, 67-

79).  

Information retrieved from the Solomon Islands Historical Encyclopedia 

1893-1978 

https://www.solomonencyclopaedia.net/biogs/E000543b.htm  

 

FEAST DAY OF INI KOPURIA, FOUNDER OF THE MELANSIAN BROTHERHOOD 

The Feast Day of Ini Kopuria  happens every year within 

the Pacific island countries of Solomon Islands, Vanua-

tu, Papua New Guinea and Abroad. Brothers and Angli-

cans worldwide  gather together to commemorate the 

Brotherhood Founders Day on the 6th of June 1925. 

Gifts and contribution of money are given to support the 

Melanesian Brothers Ministry.  

Recently here in PNG at the Melanesian Brotherhood 

Regional Head Quarter in Popondetta, Companions and 

Brothers come from the various regions in PNG to cele-

brate the day with the Brothers at Dobuduru MBH head-

quarters. The day also marks  a special day for the 

Brothers and Novices to welcome new admitted Novices 

and to send off the Brothers who will be going out for 

ministry after commissioning service.  

By Br. Joe Aisole, MBH Head Brother  

Below are some pictures of this years celebration.  
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On the 8th of July 2021 the delegates travelled to Kimbe and spent the 

night at Arrow lodge in West New Britain’s provincial capital Kimbe. The 

next morning, the 9th of July at  1:00pm we departed Kimbe town and em-

barked on a one and half hour’s road trip by land cruiser crossing the Cape 

Glouster Peninsular to a place called Garu where the people from South 

Coast usually catch outboard motor to their villages along the south coast-

line of West New Britain. 

Sagsag was our destination, home village of Bishop Elect Fr. Reginald 

Makele, which takes eight hours to reach by 75 horse engine powered din-

gy, spending a night along the way on an Island.    

We left Garu beach at 3pm and spent a night at Ateatu island and at about 

6.30 am left for Kilenge village. About 10.30 am we left Kilenge and 

headed for SagSag. The first stop over and traditional ritual welcome was 

made at Laut village by bishop elect’s family on the sea and land were we 

were met by dancers ‘the duk duks’ and walked over two elderly ladies 

who laid on traditional pandanus woven mat, one of them was Bishop 

elects’ mother. After refreshment and speeches, the party left Laut village 

for SagSag Parish. 

Again, we were welcomed by traditional ritual on the sea and on the beach 

with welcome songs by the community and the duk-duks. 

We walked about one km from the beach to SagSag parish led by tradi-

tional sing-sing group. About 3.00pm retired for rest at the mission house 

before the rehearsal at 4.00pm. 

Next day Sunday 11th of July we had morning devotion at 8.30 am fol-

lowed by the consecration service proceedings which started at 9.00am 

with traditional dancing form Laut community carrying Bishop elect on 

the chair to be handed over to the procession party. 

The procession party was led by traditional dancers into the church. The 

celebrant was Bishop Tennyson Bogar and Acting Archbishop Nathan 

Ingen presided over the consecration and installation of bishop elect Re-

gional Makele. The service ended at 11.00pm. 

The celebration and feasting started at 12.00pm and ended with prayer at 

5.30pm. 

The next day Monday the 12th of July the party left for Kimbe at 9.00am 

and reached Garu beach at 5.00pm. Arrived at Kimbe parish at 6.00pm 

with a traditional welcome and refreshment. 

The three Bishops departed to respective destinations on Tuesday 13th of 
July and others on Wednesday 14th of July.   

 

Story and Pictures by Dennis Kabekabe (GS) 

THE CONCEREATION OF THE BISHOP OF NEW GUINEA ISLANDS 

Garu Beach, West New Britain  

Ateatu Village , West New Britain  

Laut Villagers welcome the party 

Welcome at Sagsag 

Procession by Laut villagers 
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BISHOPS COMMENTARY OF THE CONSECRATION. 

Acting Archbishop Nathan Ingen 

The celebration of the consecration of the new Bishop of New Guin-

ea islands. Reginald Makele was very inspiring. All the deaneries in 

the area took part in the service with traditional music and dancing 

with kundu drums beating and flutes resounding the presence of God 

as everyone sang in their local languages was very moving. 

May God be the Glory forever amen. 

Bishop Tennyson Bogar 

At the end of what seemed to me a tedious road and sea journey, 

such a delight it was to have witnessed a marvellous welcome home 

by the people and it was an honour to be the chief celebrant and 

preacher on the occasion of the consecration of Fr. Reginald Makele 

– indeed an honourable way for Bishop Reginald put into the post of 

Bishop of New Guinea Islands Diocese. 

In what I witnessed the coming together of peoples of both Anglicans 

and Catholics, an indication of support for Bishop Reginald. I firmly 

believe he is in for an exciting Ministry as the chief Sheppard of this 

Diocese. 

Bishop Lindsley Ihove. 

The consecration preparation was very stunning and was very mov-

ing as it drew tears to our eyes beginning from the sea welcome. 

Reception, so beautifully done with great heart. 

The people took ownership of the consecration, celebration and cele-

brated overwhelmingly. 

Very important was that his very old mother was able to see and wit-

ness her son being consecrated as Bishop for the New Guinea Island 
Diocese.  

THE CONCEREATION OF THE BISHOP OF NEW GUINEA ISLANDS 

Prostration  

Laying hands by Bishops  

Bishop Elect, Fr. Reginald announced as Bishop of NGI  

Bishop of NGI with his Brother Bishops  

Bishop of NGI with clergy members ( Anglican and Catholic)  Celebration that took place after the consecration.  
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In the service and graduation of the parents and care-
givers at St. Michaels and All Angels, Mt. Hagen, 
Senior Bishop Nathan Ingen  acknowledged the An-
glican National Office under the leadership of Gen-
eral Secretary Mr. Dennis Kabekabe for the jointed 
Partnership Program on Child Protection .  

Senior Bishop Nathan acknowledged  UNICEF under 
its Spotlight initiative for having confidence in the 
Anglican Church as stakeholder and partner in rolling 
out the Parent for Child Development program 
(P4CD). He also, acknowledge National Office and 
Mothers Union for piloting the program in the Dio-
cese of Aipo Rongo; Lower Jimi, Simbai, Mt. Hagen 
and Goroka. 

Furthermore, acknowledgement  was made to  Angli-
can Board of Mission –Australia ( ABM-A) as a 
Church and development partner for continuous sup-
port which assisted the members of the Anglican 
Mothers Union who have participated in the P4CD 
training and also the awareness of COVID-19 in 
Lower Jimi.  

Bishop Nathan,  was very vocal in his speech, ap-
pealed for every member of the Church, both parents 
and care givers to attend the trainings to provide the 
best care for our children. The training is timely, as 
many of our children have missed out on learning the 
basic fundamentals in life at an early age from 3 to 9 
and 10 years. The basic , morals and ethics of what is 
right and wrong.  The care and time given to our chil-
dren is less and we have failed our  children. This is a 
time for a change in our community and lets protect 
our children and also protect women and girls.  

 

HIGHTLIGTS OF THE PARENTING FOR CHILDREN DEVELOPMENT  

Children are a blessing to every family, Senior Bishop, thanked  
Mother Jessica  Ingen and  Mrs. Anne Salilum  for facilitating the 
6 weeks training to the Parents and care givers.    

“As far as Child Protection is concerned… ACPNG will be a 

major partner to protect every child ,Women and Girls in our 

community.”  

Parent for Child Development work in the diocese is a new initia-

tive . We have a long road beyond the horizon. All Parishes in the 

Diocese to mainstream child Protection, establish community re-

sponse programs and projects, taking a holistic approach in our 

advocacy at all levels. Protecting the Rights of children, women 

and girls must be the core business in our communities. ACPNG 

is a member of the Anglican Communion and so our stand in the 

Communion is to further strengthen the call to safeguard the most 

vulnerable in our communities.    

Story and Picture by Matthew Kuraiwae, Lower Jimi P4CD Coor-

dinator  

Senior Bishop Nathan Ingen celebrating service at St. 
Michaels and All Angels, Mt. Hagen 

Parents and Caregivers who participated in the Parenting for Child Develop-
ment program in Mt. Hagen.  
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Situation Summary and Highlights  

  As of 18th July 2021 (12:00 pm), there were a total 

of 17,519 COVID-19 cases including 191 COVID-19 

deaths reported in Papua New Guinea (PNG). From 

the period of 12th – 18th July, there were 158 newly 

reported cases and 12 deaths from Western Highlands 

and Madang.  

 About 68,830 people has been vaccinated in PNG as 

of 18th July 2021. This includes 8,327 health work-

ers, 47,721 essential workers and 12,782 people over 

the ages of 18 including those with comorbidities.  

  Almost 6500 people had received their 2nd dose of the COVID-19 AstraZeneca Vaccine as of 18th June 2021.  

  PNG recorded its first imported case of COVID-19 with Delta Variant of concern. Investigation of other sus-

pected cases and contact tracing for this case is being conducted in country.  

 The Government continues to maintain strict border control measures  

National Vaccination Rollout  

 As of 15th July 2021, a total of 68,830 people has been vaccinated in PNG. This includes 8,327 health workers 

and 47,721 essential workers and 12,782 people over the ages of 18 including those with comorbidities.  

 52.77% vaccination coverage of health care workers and other essential workers across the country.  

 National Capital District has been the most successful in reaching their frontline workers while Western Prov-

ince has been successful in reaching the general population above 18 years.  

 Over 6000 people are fully vaccinated having received their 2nd dose of COVID-19 vaccine.  

 There are 163 sites offering vaccination across PNG.  

 

COVID-19 updates and highlights retrieved from ; 

 Papua New Guinea Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Health Situation Report #82 19 July 2021 Period of 

report: 12 July - 18 July 2021 .  

 https://covid19.info.gov.pg/  

 

SITUTATION REPORT AND HIGHTLIGTS OF  COVID-19 IN PNG 
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Main Highlight  

 Adult Literacy Graduation, not simply as an inform al 

organization for reporting experience, but also more sig-

nificantly, as a way of defining experience for its gradu-

ates. Adult Literacy does m ore than sim ply describe real-

ity, it serves to shape illiterate to see, taste, smell, feel and 

hear and also influences the way learners think about the 

people, ideas and projects around us.  

 The report may mention the activities carried out in each 

of its part, but it concentrates large on dealing with read-

ing and writing in literacy and numeracy practice. The 

primary aim of this report is to give an insight of activities 

conducted during graduation as an achievement to over-

come illiterates to our targeted audience is that all people 

who are interested in literacy and numeracy of Adult.  

 This report provides information on the intention of above 

mentioned graduation, as of the end of the financial year 

2021. It is a school that served its first graduation held with momentum tears of joy in 

the Jimi Deanery even though the COVID 19 pandemic had a profound impact on the 

2021 school year.  

 From mountain to valley, we watched the ordered field of Jimi valley slowly dropped 

down and up the untouched mountain bordering Madang and Jiwaka Provinces.  

 Six officers from Church Partnership Project were invited to attend and witness the 

first ever graduation and whatever adventurers God might provide. The area was new 

to some of us but, we had made it through with my team. It was an excitement journey 

but a challenging one that many may think of visiting in future.  

 Forty learners had undergone with “Kisim Save Book one to four” and had graduated 

with certificates and a bible was presented to each learners. With an appetite for adven-

turer, my heart soars to see this mountain people who live on the foot hill of Bismarck 

Range.  

 Our driver has turned signal indicator of a vehicle to start the engine leaving Mount 

Hagen for Jimi valley in Jiwaka Province. The road was filled with tin 4 wheel tyres as 

we dropped down Jimi. The road condition wasn’t good as our driver drive through to 

fits tyre on a very rough, bumpy and stone filled road.  

 As we were climbing up the hilltops to Kupeng, I was wondering how my driver would control gas pedal, brake and clutch and 

his transmission stick shift while driving on narrow and sloppy corners, but finally, we had made it safe to the top. As soon as 

we got there, it was already seven o’clock. We had to live our vehicle there and took a walk about an hour before reaching 

Komungwai - is a village where the Anglican Church is located and we overnight there.  

 On the 19th June – we left for Tsuwengai. It took us almost five hours to reach. Traditional dancing groups, youths, leaders and 

graduates were there to welcome us. It was some of those world’s friendly people we had met. Also the type of climate they 

have had invited us. People were overjoyed and shouting were roaring in all corners in that of their small beautiful village-just 

to invite love to celebrate this amazing event that they had ever celebrated it in life.  

 

Adult Literacy Graduation in the Aipo Rongo Diocese, Lower Jimi.  
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 With an amusing and excitement motion, we were taken to the resting hurt by local youths from Kombaku as well the gradu-

ates who were there awaiting to welcome for us at the entrance. With a camouflage yellow collar shirts and black skirts,the 

graduates took us all the way to the resting area and formally we were received by the leaders, youths and women folks with 

an honor of welcome with speeches.  

 Certificates were awarded to 40 graduates. Among them were two teenagers and one was a 14 year old male and the other was 

15 years old female. From these total, seven were selected to attend the Anglican runs registered Primary schools .The other 33 

were offered a position within churches as per parishes and chapels in order for them to continue spread God’s gospel and tak-

en lead in church organized programs as well as other live skills development projects if proposed in future for sustainability 

as a way forward.  

 Sensationally, the Adult Literacy Schools are now beginning to expand to wider and most marginalized communities where 

they had been felt neglected for ages or to attend formal education sector. Each graduate were selected to attend formal educa-

tion system and some engaging them voluntarily to participate in church organized activities (to take lead as a form of employ-

ment) is a great news for the Church Partnership Program for Aipo Rongo and ACPNG.  

 Our acknowledgement goes to our sacrificing teachers, boards, youths and communities for making this graduation successful. 

Again-special thank you to our Church Partnership Program Team as well as our Anglicare Branch Manager for witnessing 

this amazing event.  

 

Full report of the “Experience of Adult Literacy Graduation in Aipo Rongo” is attached in the email, retrieve to read more 

on the graduation.  

Acknowledgement made to  

Morrison Wiam, Church Partnership Program, Project Officer, and George Welek ,Jimi Deanery, Adult Literacy Officer, Aipo 

Rongo Anglican Diocese of Papua New Guinea, June 24th , 2021.  

( All above photos used were permitted under consent).  

Adult Literacy Graduation in the Aipo Rongo Diocese, Lower Jimi.  
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PRAYERS & THANSGIVING FOR THE 
MONTH OF AUGUST   

Date: 1st – 7th August 2021  

Theme: Living for God now and for ever  

Give thanks for: The Blessings God Has Given Our Country  

Pray for :  The Diocese of Aipo Rongo  

The Church of Pakistan  

Date: 8th -14th August 2021  

Theme:  God’s Generosity and Our Response  

Give thanks for:  All Good Things We Receive In Life  

Pray for : The Diocese of Port Moresby  

The Episcopal Church in the Philippines  

Date:   15TH – 21st August 2021  

Theme: Faithfulness to God’s Call  

Give thanks for:  The Work of Bible Translators  

Pray for :  Balob Teachers College  

The Episcopal Church of Rwanda  

Date:  22nd –30th August 2021  

Theme:  The will and call of God  

Give thanks for:   The Satisfaction of Doing God's Will  

Pray for :  The Melanesian Institute  

The Episcopal Church of Scotland  

 

UPCOMING SAINTS AND HOLY DAYS IN AUGUST 

 St Peter in Chains  

 John Vianney, priest (1786-1859)  

 THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD  

 Holy Name of Jesus  

 Dominic, priest and monk (1170-1221)  

 Mary Sumner, holy woman died 1921  

 ST LAURENCE, DEACON & MARTYR died 258  

 Albert Maclaren died1891 & Copland King died1918, missionaries  

 THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  

OTHER SAINT DAYS CAN BE FOUND IN THE LECTIONARY, p86-87 


