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““Living stones, by God appointed”Living stones, by God appointed”
ALL SAINTSTIDE and DEDICATION FESTIVALALL SAINTSTIDE and DEDICATION FESTIVAL

Monday 31st October   6.00pm First Evening Prayer of All Saints’ Day
Eve of All Saints

Tuesday 1st November   7.45am Low Mass
ALL SAINTS’ DAY   7.00pm HIGH MASS

Wednesday 2nd November10.00am Low Mass of Requiem
ALL SOULS’ DAY   7.00pm HIGH MASS OF REQUIEM

sung to Victoria’s ‘Requiem’ (1583)
(2011 is the 400th anniversary of his death)

Thursday 3rd November   7.45am Low Mass
Dedication of LSM, 1352

Friday 4th November   8.00pm Music & Readings for the Eve of the
Commemoration of the ‘Confounding
of the Gunpowder Plot’
performed by the Choir of LSM and
friends.  With cocoa, parkin and
sparklers.  Tickets cost £4 and are
available from Lucy Razzall or Simon 
Jackson: proceeds to the Parish Centre 
Development Fund.

Sunday 6th November   8.00am Low Mass
DEDICATION FESTIVAL 10.30am HIGH MASS

Preacher: The Rt Revd John Saxbee,
Lord Bishop of Lincoln 2002-11
(followed by celebratory drinks)

  6.00pm SOLEMN CHORAL EVENSONG
and SOLEMN BENEDICTION
Preacher: Fr Mark Bishop

Tuesday 8th November   7.45am Low Mass
All Saints of England: Octave Day

Christ is made the sure foundation: Christ the Head and cornerstone
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Other highlights of November

Wednesday 9th: 9.45am Prayer Group; 10.00am Low Mass with anointing.

Sunday 13th: Remembrance Sunday: Two Minutes’ Silence during High Mass.

Thursday 17th: 7.00pm Vespers of the Dead; 8.00pm High Mass of Requiem for 
the Catholic Societies (but ALL welcome).

Saturday 19th:
(i) 10.00am – 4.00pm Pre-Advent Quiet Day at the Chapel of Our Lady and 
St Benedict, Wimpole (see page 13)
(ii) 4.00pm Children’s Mass for the Eve of Christ the King: come early at 
3.30pm to learn music from the Iona Community.  Followed by tea.

Sunday 20th: Feast of CHRIST THE KING: Lunch after High Mass (see page 7)

Wednesday 23rd: 7.00pm PCC meeting, preceded by Low Mass at 6.30pm.

Sunday 27th: ADVENT SUNDAY: a new year begins.

Monday 28th: 7.30pm ‘Let us each our hearts prepare’ Advent course begins.

Wednesday 30th: Feast of St ANDREW the APOSTLE:
10.00am Low Mass; 7.00pm Sung Mass.

Preachers in November

6th Nov. 10.30am: The Rt Revd Dr John Saxbee,
Dedication Lord Bishop of Lincoln 2002-11

6.00pm: Fr Mark Bishop

13th Nov. 10.30am: The Revd Canon Jonathan Goodall,
Remembrance Archbishop of Canterbury’s Ecumenical Officer and Chaplain
II before Advent 6.00pm: Tanya Hockley, Lay Pastoral Assistant

20th Nov. 10.30am: The Revd Dr James Hawkey,
Christ the King Minor Canon and Sacrist of Westminster Abbey

6.00pm: Fr Christopher Woods,
Secretary to the Liturgical Commission

27th Nov. 10.30am: Fr Mark Bishop
Advent I 6.00pm: Fr Andrew Davison,

Tutor in Doctrine, Westcott House
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From Fr Mark Bishop

Dear friends,

Turning out some old papers the other day, I came across a service booklet 
for the Dedication Festival  at  LSM in October 1980 when the newly-enthroned 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Robert Runcie, came to preach.  It was good to turn the  
(many) pages of the booklet and be reminded of that wonderful occasion: there is a 
‘team photo’ in the Parish Centre where many familiar faces appear, together with 
one or two surprising ones, including a current Conservative MP!  There is even a 
teenage brass ensemble at  the Archbishop’s  feet.   It  is  hard to  believe that  the  
Dedication Festival we celebrate this month comes 31 years later.

This sort of remembering is a good thing to do, I believe.  Being recalled to 
inspiring moments in the past can refresh and enliven what we do today.  It can 
inform our witness and recall us to the things that we hold to be really important in 
our lives.  Good memories can also be a great source of comfort when people face 
bereavement and loss.

But remembering can also be painful: 

“The leaves of memory seemed to make
A mournful rustling in the dark”

...and perhaps now that the leaves have fallen and the wind is blowing them around 
so that  they collect  in  corners of the garden on dark evenings,  this  imagery of  
Longfellow is particularly apt. 

November is the month in which the people of God remember.   At the 
Feast of All Souls we read out the names of particular people known to us who 
have died;  on Remembrance Sunday we join with our  country in  remembering 
those who have died in the service of this nation in war: these are reflective and 
sombre remembrances.  But also this month we remember the community of the 
saints, those who have lived lives of great holiness and who continue to be part of 
the living community of God into which we are drawn throughout our lives.  And 
we also remember at our Dedication Festival all those Christian men and women 
who have worshipped on this spot in Cambridge since the 12th century around an 
altar at which the Eucharist has been celebrated.

The mass dial that we can now see from our Parish Centre reminds us of 
the mediaeval priests who stood by that buttress judging by the fall of a shadow on 
the dial the time when the Mass should be celebrated.  As we look at our watches at  
10.29 on a Sunday morning waiting to start the procession before the High Mass,  
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we remember those priests checking the mass dial, and in remembering them and 
what they were doing and what we are doing, we are in some way at one with them,  
I believe.  On November 6th we join them, and all the angels and archangels and all 
the company of heaven in remembering and giving thanks for what we receive here 
in our lives, and what has been received by so many over the centuries.

But this whole season of remembrance is underpinned by the great act of 
re-membering that we recall  together at every Mass.  ‘Do this,’ He told us,  ‘in 
remembrance of Me.’  But by this great act of remembrance of what happened at 
the Last Supper, what we remember is not some distant shadow of the past, some 
bereaved memory of good times past and now gone forever: what we re-member is 
truly a receiving again in our lives, as the disciples themselves received at the Last  
Supper, the Real Presence of Christ.

And I suppose that this means that in all  our remembering, even of the 
most difficult  and painful memories, there lies this re-membering of Christ  who 
died but who rose again and transformed the memories of those who mourned Him 
and who were bereaved, into a new living experience of Him.  Out of  ‘mournful  
rustling in the dark’ came the New Life of the Risen Christ who transformed the 
remembrance of those who mourned into a joyful celebration of new beginnings.

I look forward to seeing you all  at  the many Festivals we celebrate this  
month when we can reflect together on these great themes.  In particular I hope that  
you will  be able to come to the Dedication Festival when Bishop John Saxbee, 
recently retired Bishop of Lincoln, will be our preacher. 

With my love,
Fr Mark

Parish Centre Development Fund

We are sorry to say that, because we have lacked expressions of interest or 
willingness to contribute,  December’s Craft  Stall  is  being postponed for a  later  
date.  We are still very keen to hear of any ideas that the congregation have for 
fundraising events – events which can be engaging and enjoyable for us, as well as  
raising money for the Parish Centre.  If you have any ideas, please contact Patricia 
Boulhousa (p  pb21@cam.ac.uk  ) or Christopher Burlinson (cmb29@cam.ac.uk).

Request:  Jo Wibberley will be grateful for any  cellophane birthday card  
wrappers,  A5  size  or  larger,  to  use  with  the  notelets  we  are  selling  for  the 
Development Fund appeal.

… and remember, remember the 4th November: concert at 8.00pm: tickets £4!
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Services and events to note

FIRST THINGS FIRST:
This Newsletter opens (page 2) with our programme for All Saintstide, a 

packed week as we celebrate first of all the great holy ones of God who have fought 
the good fight and received the crown of life (on  All Saints’ Day, Monday 1st), 
then on the following day hold before our merciful Lord the Faithful Departed and 
cry ‘out of the deep’ to God who is able to work in them the good purposes of His  
perfect will (on  All Souls’ Day, Tuesday 2nd).  Then we shift into a more local 
dimension as we celebrate our Dedication Festival (principally on Sunday 6th, but 
also on Thursday 3rd) thanksgiving for 659 years of LSM as house of God and 
place of prayer, a sacred space in which we can say, ‘Lo, God is here!  Let us adore.’

We noted last month that there is a profoundly social character to this run 
of observances: as we in our time seek to be faithful and keep our eyes on Jesus, so  
may we not fail to come together to pray with and for those who have gone before 
us in the Faith, those who like us were ‘strangers and pilgrims’ yet ‘still they were 
seeking the city of God’.  This eternal goal is, by God’s grace, anticipated within 
our temporal, physical Church of Our Lady of Grace and St Peter, itself a pledge of 
the Kingdom into which we are all being built as living stones, together: the holy 
People of God.  Our House of God, loved by the generations whose generosity of 
spirit and devotion to the Faith has bequeathed it to us, reminds us forcibly of that  
great cloud of witnesses.  In 1385, the Bishop of Ely noted that LSM’s parishioners 
“on account of  the number of  special  days immediately preceding the Feast  of  
Dedication are unable to celebrate... as they should.”  In 2011 we are, we hope, 
made of sterner stuff, and it would be wonderful to feel that we could welcome 
many friends, neighbours, students and so on among us in that week.  The house 
will be ‘filled with smoke’: see what you can do to fill it in other ways as well!

LET HEARTS AND LIPS:
One special feature of the High Mass on the Dedication Festival will be the 

first  performance  of  a  new work  by  Philip  Moore,  organist  emeritus  of  York 
Minster, commissioned for the Choirs of LSM.  The introit ‘Let hearts and lips’ is 
a setting of the text by Richard Crashaw (sometime Priest of Little St Mary’s) now 
inscribed on the glass doors of the Lady Chapel.  The text is taken from his hymn 
‘O Gloriosa Domina’, beginning  “Let hearts and lips speak loud; and say Hail,  
door of life: and source of day!  The door was shut, the fountain seal’d; yet Light  
was seen, and Life reveal’d.”

THE MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS:
In Christian devotion,  November  is  observed as  the month of the  Holy 

Souls when we think of and pray for that other, far greater, part of the Church with 
particular intensity: the vast concourse of those who have gone before us.  Requiem 
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Masses will be celebrated as follows: Wednesday 2nd (All Souls’ Day: Low Mass 
at 10.00am and High Mass at 7.00pm), Saturday 12th (8.00am: for the War Dead), 
Thursday  17th (8.00pm:  High  Mass  for  the  Catholic  Societies  –  but  ALL 
welcome), Monday 21st (7.45am).  St Monica, mother of St Augustine of Hippo, 
said to her son as she was dying, “Bury my body wherever you will; let not care of  
it cause you any concern.  One thing only I ask you, that you remember me at the  
altar  of  the  Lord,  wherever  you may  be.”   The lists  for  names  of  those  to  be 
remembered at the altar on All Souls’ Day are available near the church door and  
will be removed on Monday 31st October: please PRINT names on the list for the 
service at which you wish the remembrance to be made.

HEALING MINISTRY:
This  month’s  opportunity  to  receive  the  Church’s  Ministry  of  Healing 

occurs on  Wednesday 9th November when prayers for the sick and those who 
care for them will be offered by the Prayer Group in the Lady Chapel at 9.45am, 
followed at 10.00am by Low Mass at the High Altar, including the Laying-on of 
Hands and Anointing with holy oil.  Coffee is served afterwards.

THE ROSARY:
The  Rosary  will  be  prayed  in  the  Lady  Chapel  from  9.30am  on 

Wednesdays 16th and 30th November: all are welcome.

CHRIST THE KING LUNCH:
The glorious Feast of Christ the King falls on Sunday 20th November.  It 

is our custom to celebrate this day with a two-course cooked Sunday lunch after the 
10.30am High Mass, and we are sure that you will all want to be there for the first  
Sunday roast in the new Parish Centre.  Tickets for lunch cost £8 (£5 for under-16s) 
and  will  be  available  from  Lucy  McKitterick and  Paul  Huskinson  from  6th 
November –  but  places  are  limited,  so don’t  delay!   Proceeds  will  go  towards 
funding the Christmas flowers and decorations.  All are most welcome to attend.

...AND LUNCH EVERY WEEK, NO LESS:
In November and December,  the  Friday Lunch at  1.00pm in the Parish 

Centre  will  be  raising  money  for  Tariro:  Hope  for  Youth  in  Zimbabwe,  Fr 
Nicolas Stebbing CR’s project which funds and runs its own House for teenagers  
and young orphans in Harare.  It would be lovely to welcome more people to lunch 
on  Fridays:  we  ask  a  minimum  contribution  of  £2.50  and  for  that  you  get 
homemade soup, bread, cheese, fruit and coffee as well as pleasant company.  So 
why not come if you can?  (And we could do with one or two more generous people  
to prepare the lunch occasionally: please sign the list near the church door!)

A CONDUCTED MASS with MUSIC FROM IONA:
On  Saturday  19th  November  the  Eve  of  Christ  the  King  will  be 

celebrated with a Mass at 4.00pm, particularly intended for our young people but  
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open  to  all,  conducted  by  Fr  John  Hughes  and  featuring  music  from the  Iona 
Community.  If you have time, come at 3.30pm to learn the music.  Everyone is 
invited to stay for tea afterwards.

HARK, THE GLAD SOUND:
Advent Sunday  is  27th November.  By the end of the month, we will be 

immersed in the solemn season of expectance, penitence and preparation when we 
think both of Christ’s first coming among us in the flesh, the Child of Bethlehem, 
and of His second coming when God will  gather up all  things in Him and will  
‘bring to light the things now hidden in darkness’.  A good way to get ready for 
Advent would be to attend the Pre-Advent Quiet Day in Wimpole on  Saturday 
19th November (see  page 13 for details).   At  High Mass on each of  the  four 
Sundays of Advent, our Children’s Group will prepare and sing a special song at 
the lighting of the Advent candles.  We have an informal Advent course planned 
for Monday evenings: full details are on page 14.  You might also like to make a 
note NOW of our  Advent Carol Service at 6.00pm on Sunday 11th December. 
More carols will  be sung later that week when, on the evening of  Friday 16th 
December, we go carol singing around the parish in aid of Cambridge Mencap.

ADVANCE NOTICE:
The Feast of the Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary will be kept on 

Thursday 8th December with a High Mass at 7.00pm at which, we are pleased to 
say, we will welcome Fr Howard Stoker, Rector of Holt, as our guest preacher.  
The Annual General Meeting of our ward of the Society of Mary follows the Mass. 
Do please join us to celebrate this feast in honour of the Mother of the Lord.

All these dates and events remind us that work is well underway on the 2012 LSM 
Calendar, which should be available at Christmastide.  Secretaries of committees  

and societies, and others, who have dates already confirmed for their 2012  
programmes are asked to pass these on to David Stone (dfstone@bcs.org.uk) AND 
to the Office (diary@lsm.org.uk) so that the printed Calendar can include as much  

information as possible and we can avoid conflicting arrangements.

Lay Canon Julia!

Members of the congregation will  be  pleased to hear  that  Sally  Head’s 
daughter was installed as a Lay Canon of York Minster in September.  She is now 
Canon Dr Julia  Winkley,  Prebendary of  Wistow.   Julia  was  married  to  her 
husband Leo at LSM in July 2003, and their three children were baptised by Fr 
Andrew at LSM.  The family moved to York last year when Leo became Head of  
St  Peter’s  School.   Julia  plans  to  continue  her  work  part-time  as  a  medical 
oncologist.  We send them our best wishes and prayers for their new lives in York.
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Calendar and Intentions

for

NOVEMBER 2011

The list of Thanksgivings and Intercessions offers a focus
for our daily prayer, both at the Offices and Mass,

and in our personal times of prayer.

The Lay Pastoral Assistant would be glad of suggestions
for additions to the list of daily intentions.
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Calendar for November

Tue. 1st ALL SAINTS’ DAY: LM 7.45am; HM 7.00pm
Wed. 2nd ALL SOULS’ DAY: LM 10.00am; HM 7.00pm
Thu. 3rd Dedication of LSM, 1352: commem. Richard Hooker, Priest
Fri. 4th St Charles Borromeo, Bishop: Guy Fawkes concert 8.00pm
Sat. 5th First EP of the Dedication Festival 6.00pm

SUN. 6th DEDICATION FESTIVAL
Mon. 7th St Willibrord, Bishop
Tue. 8th The Saints and Martyrs of England
Wed. 9th commem. Margery Kempe:

Healing Ministry 9.45/10.00am; LSM Global 7.30pm
Thu. 10th St Leo the Great, Bishop
Fri. 11th St Martin of Tours, Bishop
Sat. 12th Requiem for the War Dead 8.00am

SUN. 13th 2nd before ADVENT: REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Mon. 14th Fundraising Committee 7.30pm
Tue. 15th
Wed. 16th St Margaret of Scotland: Rosary 9.30am
Thu. 17th St Hugh of Lincoln: Vespers of the Dead 7.00pm; Requiem 8.00pm
Fri. 18th St Elisabeth of Hungary
Sat. 19th St Hilda of Whitby: Quiet Day 10.00am; Children’s Mass 4.00pm

SUN. 20th CHRIST THE KING: Parish Lunch after HM
Mon. 21st of Requiem
Tue. 22nd St Cecilia, Martyr
Wed. 23rd St Clement, Bishop: LM 10.00am and 6.30pm; PCC 7.00pm
Thu. 24th for Unity: Steering Committee 7.45pm
Fri. 25th St Catherine, Martyr
Sat. 26th

SUN. 27th ADVENT SUNDAY
Mon. 28th Advent film and discussion (1 of 3) 7.30pm
Tue. 29th Thanksgiving and Intercession for Missionary Work
Wed. 30th St ANDREW, Apostle: Rosary 9.30am; LM 10.00am; SM 7.00pm
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Daily Intentions and Anniversaries for November

Thanksgiving for all the saints 1st
The Faithful Departed 2nd
Benefactors of and past worshippers in this church  3rd
Appointment of a new Vicar Stephen Roskill, Alfred Whitham 4th
All Saints, Margaret Street, London Dorothy Roberts, Elizabeth Rayner 5th

The Parish: Thanksgiving for LSM, house of God and place of prayer 6th
The Old Catholic Churches  7th
Conversion of England Joyce Wolton, Dick Richardson 8th
The Church’s Healing Ministry: Friends of LSM  9th

ARCIC 10th
Old St Martin’s in the Cornmarket, Worcester: Fr Andrew Greany 11th
Those who have died in war 12th

The Parish 13th
The ‘Monday Group’ and Drop-In sessions Eleanor Fynes-Clinton 14th
Priests assisting in the interregnum Dorothy Marlow, Mary Barnard 15th
Growth in charity Alan Huskinson 16th
The Guild of All Souls Betty Clough, Dorothy Pickett 17th
Tariro: Hope for Youth in Zimbabwe (Lunch charity)  John Byrom, (Pr.) 18th
Vocations to the religious life Lena Amanda Blockley 19th

The Parish: Thanksgiving for Jesus Christ, Universal King Joyce Bones  20th
The Faithful Departed 21st
Our Director of Music and Choirs Enid Barbara Hunter 22nd
Maintenance of Catholic faith and order in the Church of England 23rd
Christian Unity 24th
St Catharine’s College  Jan Ellison, Robert Beesley 25th
Attentiveness to Jesus in Word and Sacrament this Advent Van Mendel 26th

The Parish Freda Jones 27th
Our Advent course Ronald Fletcher 28th
Propagation of the Faith: USPG John Clough 29th
The People and Churches of Scotland Ann Watson, William Thurborn 30th

Harold White, Peter Smith           
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Christus vincit!
Christus regnat!

Christus imperat!
O God, almighty to deliver and to exalt,
who hast raised the holy and royal head

of Thy only-begotten Son
from under thorns and a stone

to be crowned with many crowns in the eternal heavens:
bring us, by the arm of Thy grace,

to the dawning of that day
when He shall be for ever our Resurrection,

our life and our dazzling crown;
who with Thee and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth,

one God, world without end.  Amen.

(The liturgical year ends on the FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING.
Thus holy Advent once more draws near:

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion:
behold thy King cometh unto thee!”)
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People for our Prayers

This month I would ask for your prayers for the panel from Peterhouse, 
our patron, that will be interviewing potential new incumbents, together with our 
parish representatives Robin Osborne and Paul Huskinson.  Perhaps a process of 
discernment in the selection of a new Vicar should be undertaken in this season of 
all seasons, when we remember and celebrate with all that have worshipped here in 
the  past,  and  with  angels  and  archangels  and  all  the  company  of  heaven,  our 
common belief in the Risen and Ascended Lord.

Further people for our prayers: Barbara Chamier has made the transition 
to a nursing home in Cherry Hinton and is now much more settled.  Joan Waton is 
now back at Milton Manor Nursing Home and continues to be in all our thoughts; 
Patricia Barnard has left hospital too; your prayers are requested for Elaine and 
Tim Wheatley, please.  For all those too frail or unwell to come to church, the 
sense of being members of a living community of the people of God surrounded by 
all  the  company of  heaven,  is  immensely important.   This  month they  will  be  
particularly remembered in our devotions.

Fr Mark

Our Pre-Advent Quiet Day
conducted by Fr Anthony Moore, Chaplain of St Catharine’s College

Saturday 19th November, 10.00am – 4.00pm
at the Chapel of Our Lady and St Benedict,

The Old School House, 22 Cambridge Road, Wimpole

A small group gathered in July at the home and garden of Richard and 
Susan Martin for a Quiet Day led by Fr Christopher Woods.  We were blessed with 
mild weather and the opportunity to meet together in the beautifully restored chapel 
of Our Lady and St Benedict.  Fr Christopher’s theme was ‘Following in the steps 
of the Holy Ones of God’, reflecting on the examples of St Mary Magdalene and St  
James.  We enjoyed the opportunity to spend time together in quiet reflection and 
participate in the Mass celebrated by Fr Christopher at the end of the afternoon. 

This month, Fr Anthony Moore will lead a Pre-Advent Quiet Day and 
it would be good to encourage a few more people to join us on this occasion. A 
simple  lunch  will  be  provided,  and  donations  are  invited  for  the  Arthur  Rank 
Hospice.  Numbers are limited so, to book your place, please contact either Susan 
Coote (smcoote23@hotmail.com) or Sarah Martin (sarahmartin@talk21.com).  A 
car share will be arranged for anyone needing transport. 
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“Let us each our hearts prepare”:
Three films for Advent

This year our autumn course will take a slightly different form.  Films will  
be shown on the splendid screen in the Parish Centre on Monday evenings during 
Advent, as follows:

28th November: The Shawshank Redemption (with Fr Christopher Woods)
5th December: Babette’s Feast (with Fr Robert Mackley)

12th December: film TBA (with Fr John Hughes)

We begin at  7.30pm; hot chocolate and popcorn will be available.  Each 
film will be introduced by a priest who, as guest speaker, will talk about the themes 
raised; after the film, there will be an opportunity for those who wish to discuss  
further.  Each evening is ‘stand-alone’, so there really is no need to feel that you  
have  to  come  to  all  three,  if  that  isn’t  possible  for  you.   Friends  and  family 
members are also, of course, most welcome and we would be glad to see them. 
This is something ‘a little different’ and we hope to have your support.

Meeting and training for new and current Visitors

For about the last three years members of a group from the congregation 
have been visiting other members who, for whatever reason, would like a visit on a 
regular  basis.   The  pattern  is  informal,  and  is  agreed  between  the  individuals 
concerned.

Inevitably, over time, some people have had to leave the group and others 
have  asked  to  join.   As  part  of  the  setting-up  process  at  the  beginning  Ruth 
McCallum ran a very successful training session for us.  Ruth has kindly agreed to 
repeat this,  with an opportunity also for a refresher for existing members of the 
group.

This will take place at 7.00pm on Wednesday 7th December in the Parish 
Centre.  People interested may contact Tim Wheatley on 01223 362532 or e-mail 
tim.wheatley@btinternet.com.

School Governors

There  is  a  continuing  need  for  School  Governors,  particularly  for 
“foundation  governors”  appointed  on  the  nomination  of  the  Church  for  church 
schools. If there is anyone interested in doing this rewarding work I’ll gladly pass 
names on.     Tim Wheatley
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Sunday Evensong and Benediction

During  October  we  introduced  new  service  cards  for  use  at  Solemn 
Evensong and Benediction at 6.00pm on Sundays, designed in part in the hope of 
making  it  easier  for  those  unfamiliar  with  this  service  to  participate  in  it  and 
understand its shape.  Our Sunday evening worship has a beauty all of its own and 
offers a wonderful opportunity for prayer and praise ‘before the ending of the day’.

Unless the choristers or  Parish Choir are singing, the service is sung to 
plainsong by a cantor and members of the congregation.  Evensong,  with  its 
rhythm of psalms, lessons, canticles and collects, is sung from the 1662 Book of  
Common Prayer and is followed by a hymn.  A sermon is then preached and, after  
another hymn, Benediction begins.  For those who are unfamiliar with the service, 
the rite begins with the Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament in a monstrance set 
upon the altar.  Here we come face-to-face with Christ, present in love, God-with-
us, as we seek to renew our orientation towards life ‘in our true native land’ with 
Him.   The  liturgy  includes  the  singing  of  two  ancient  hymns  by  St  Thomas 
Aquinas,  together  with  prayers  of  adoration  and  intercession,  followed  by  the 
Benediction proper.  The celebrant, taking the monstrance from the altar, blesses 
the faithful with the Blessed Sacrament by tracing the sign of the cross over them. 
We respond by praising God, blessed in His own Being, blessed in His Saints, and 
finally sing Psalm 117 as we rejoice that His truth, revealed to us in Jesus Christ 
whom we have adored in the Most Holy Sacrament, ‘endureth for ever: praise the  
Lord!’   The  whole  service  lasts  one  hour.   This  month,  members  of  the 
congregation  might  find  it  particularly  refreshing  to  attend  Evensong  and 
Benediction  on  November 6th,  Dedication  Festival,  or  November  20th,  the 
Feast of Christ the King: both are days with strong Eucharistic resonances.

“Benediction  is  a  beautiful  word.  It  means  a  blessing,  a  greeting,  an  
expression of  kindness and love.   Benediction is also a beautiful  service of  the  
church.  It is a service that makes real to us in an impressive  
way the fact that God is always reaching out to us, to bless, to  
strengthen, to assure us of his loving kindness toward us.  The  
greatest blessing that God ever bestowed or could bestow upon  
mankind was the sending of his Son.  He is no longer present in  
the physical body that was his in Palestine many centuries ago,  
but  we  believe  that  he  is  really  present  among  us  in  the  
Sacrament which he appointed.  ‘This is my body,’ he said over  
the bread at his Last Supper with his disciples.  The same words  
are said over the bread at every Eucharist, that it may be to us  
the  body of  the  Lord,  so that  he  may come again among us  
today as he came at his first appearing in Palestine.”

(Extract from ‘Benediction’ by John Macquarrie, 1975 & 1979)
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Interested in helping me with my PhD research?

Dear all,

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  introduce  myself  to  you  and  provide  some 
information about my research.  I am a linguist, currently working on my PhD at 
Lancaster University.  This is a five-year part-time programme which I started in 
January 2009.

The working title of my research is “Moral discourses of evangelical and  
high church Anglicans”.   My study will  involve analysis  of  spoken discourse 
produced by individuals from two church communities: Christ Church Cambridge 
and Little  St  Mary’s,  Cambridge.   The ‘moral  discourses’  which appear  in  the 
working title of my study refer to the church-goers’ opinions on three topics: (1) 
dress codes, (2) smoking, and (3) environmental care.

The study starts with carrying out twenty audio recorded interviews with 
members of each of the two religious communities; each interview will be no more 
than fifteen minutes long.  I would like to ask questions about the above-mentioned 
three topics.  The interviews will be subsequently transcribed and compiled into 
two language corpora.

I would be grateful if you would agree to be interviewed by me. I would 
ask  you  some  questions  about  your  thoughts  on  the  above-mentioned  subjects
(environmental care, smoking, dress codes).  At the beginning, I would also ask a
few questions about your general background.  The interview would take no more
than 15 minutes.

I would like to assure you that the recording of you being interviewed and 
its subsequent transcription will be used only in academic purposes.  The collected
data will be analysed in my PhD thesis and, before that, possibly in some of my
module assignments.  I will be more than happy to show you the transcript of the
interview.  I can also make available to you any work that I will produce, which
will  involve  the  data  obtained  from  you.   (The  thesis  will  only  be  ready  in
2013.)

I hope you will be able to help me. Please email me at the address below so 
that we can set a time and place for me to interview you.  I look forward to hearing 
from you.

With best wishes,
Sebastian Lesniewski

(s.lesniewski@lancaster.ac.uk)
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Saints of November

St Leo the Great (November 10th): He was Pope from September 29, 440 to his 
death.  He was an Italian aristocrat and is the first Pope to have been called “the  
Great”.  He is perhaps best known for having met Attila the Hun in 452, persuading 
him to turn back from his invasion of Italy.  He is also a Doctor of the Church.

St Martin of  Tours  (November 11th):  He  was Bishop of  Tours,  whose shrine 
became  a  famous  stopping-point  for  pilgrims  on  the  road  to  Santiago  de 
Compostela.   Around  his  name,  much  legendary  material  accrued,  and  he  has 
become  one  of  the  most  familiar  and  recognisable  Christian  Saints.   He  is 
considered a spiritual bridge across Europe, given his association with both France 
and Hungary.  His life was recorded by a contemporary, but some of the accounts 
of his travels may have been interpolated into his vita to validate early sites of his 
cult.  He is a patron saint of soldiers and horses.

St Hugh of Lincoln (November 17th) was at the time of the Reformation the best-
known English saint  after  Thomas Becket.   Hugh’s primary emblem is a white 
swan, in reference to the story of the swan of Stowe which had a deep and lasting 
friendship  with  the  saint,  even  guarding him while  he slept.   The  swan would 
follow  him  about,  and  was  his  constant  companion  while  he  was  at  Lincoln. 
Hugh’s  Vita, or written life, was composed by his chaplain Adam of Eynsham, a  
Benedictine monk and his constant associate; it remains in manuscript form in the 
Bodleian Library in Oxford.  Hugh is the eponym of St Hugh’s College, Oxford,  
where a 1926 statue of the saint stands on the stairs of the Howard Piper Library. 
In his right hand, he holds an effigy of Lincoln Cathedral, and his left hand rests on 
the head of a swan.

St  Hilda  of  Whitby  (November  19th):  She  was  the  founding  abbess  of  the 
monastery at Whitby, which was chosen as the venue for the Synod of Whitby.  An 
important figure in the conversion of England to Christianity, she was abbess at 
several  monasteries  and  recognized  for  the  wisdom that  drew kings  to  her  for 
advice.  The best source of information about Hilda is The Ecclesiastical History of  
the English by the Venerable Bede in 731, who was born approximately eight years 
before her death.  He documented much of the conversion away from the Anglo-
Saxon  Paganism  established  in  England  when  it  was  invaded  and  settled  by 
Germanic tribes that resulted in the recall of the legions of the Roman Empire from 
the province of Britannia in 410.  She is the eponym of St Hilda’s College, Oxford.

O happy ones in heaven who dwell, pour forth for us your prayer,
that God our Father, through His Son, may bring us with you there!
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‘A house of prayer for all people’

In  November  we  unite  celebration  and  commemoration.   When  we  celebrate  the  
Dedication  Festival,  we  can’t  fail  to  remember  that  this  has  been  a  place  where  
countless souls have, in silence, poured out before God their troubles, longings, hopes,  
fears, joys, sorrows and thanksgivings for centuries… including, of course, in time of  
national crisis, conflict and war, such as we will commemorate the following Sunday,  
Remembrance Sunday.  These anonymous words, taken from the ‘St Mary’s-the-Less  
Parish Magazine’ for November and December 1940, remind us powerfully of this:

Just  recently  a  simple,  but  profoundly  significant  little  scene  was 
photographed on my mind.  It was sunset in Cambridge; and even in wartime the 
river presented an animated scene.  But it was not the river or the colleges which 
formed the background of my picture.  It was an ancient church: “Little S. Mary’s.” 
As I was passing I entered the church for a few minutes’ prayer.  Save for a few  
candles the church was in semi-darkness.  When I entered there was only one other 
person  present.   It  was  a  nurse  who  had  evidently  hurried  across  from 
Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  to  spend  a  few  minutes  in  silent  prayer.   Her  white 
uniform made a striking contrast with the darkness.  A few minutes later another  
entered the church.  It was a young airman.  To the white in the darkness there was 
now added the blue.  He crossed himself  and knelt  down to pray.  There were 
ornaments  in  that  church which might  not  be helpful  to  some of  us;  but  these 
seemed only details  of small  importance in the striking picture of a man and a  
woman, nurse and airman, kneeling humbly in prayer before their ascended Lord 
and Saviour.  I do not know their names; and I do not suppose that I shall ever meet 
them again in this world, but I certainly hope to meet them in heaven.  They have  
given me a beautiful picture with a profound lesson.

As I left the church I felt that I had learned something more of that passage  
in S. Luke’s Gospel (xi.1) where we are told that “as Jesus was praying in a certain  
place,  when He ceased,  one of His disciples said unto Him, ‘Lord,  teach us to 
pray’.”  They had been taught the prayers of the Temple from their earliest infancy;  
had they not often seen the Pharisees standing at the street corners praying long 
prayers?  But this was something quite different.  In the solitude of some quiet  
place Jesus was pouring out His soul to His Father; and in that fellowship finding  
new strength for the Calvary which lay ahead.  It may be that most of the best 
lessons are learned by example rather than by precept.  And if I am tempted to  
question the value of prayer in these difficult days, I shall go back in thought, first 
to Gethsemane, and then to Little S. Mary’s.  There I shall not be disturbed by the 
discordant note of controversy about the philosophy of prayer; but in the strong 
faith  of  loyal  souls  who  are  familiar  with  the  struggles  of  life,  I  shall  find 
inspiration.
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Contact details

removed from

online edition
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SERVICES AT LITTLE ST MARY’S

Sundays
7.30am Morning Prayer  8.00am Low Mass (BCP Lections)

10.30am High Mass      6.00pm Solemn Evensong and Benediction

Weekday Services
Monday   
7.15am Morning Prayer 7.45am Low Mass 6.00pm Evening Prayer
Tuesday    
7.15am Morning Prayer 7.45am Low Mass 6.00pm Evening Prayer  
Wednesday   
9.00am Morning Prayer 10.00am Low Mass 6.00pm Evening Prayer
Thursday   
7.15am Morning Prayer  7.45am Low Mass 6.00pm Evening Prayer 
                                           Holy Hour (once a month) in abeyance during the vacancy 
Friday     
7.15am Morning Prayer  7.45am & 12.30pm  Low Mass 6.00pm Evening Prayer
Saturday  

8.00am Low Mass 6.00pm Evening Prayer

Weekday Festivals
7.00pm  Sung Mass  (10.00am on Saturdays)

Low Mass as announced

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
by arrangement with Fr Mark Bishop or Fr John Hughes

Coffee is served in the Parish Centre after the 10.30am High Mass on Sundays
and after the Low Mass on Wednesdays.

There is a Charity Lunch, min. £2.50, after the 12.30pm Mass on Fridays,
supporting both home and overseas charities.

LSM Social group/mailing list
To join: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LSMsocial/
Mailing list only: blank email to: LSMsocialsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

LSM website: www.lsm.org.uk

Diary and other information to: admin@lsm.org.uk

Deadline for December Newsletter: Sunday 20th November
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