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O soft, self-wounding Pelican!
The image of the pelican, of whom it was believed that she fed her children with

her own blood when they were in need, adorns the Dewey aumbry in the
sanctuary of Little St Mary’s.  One of the Eucharistic hymns of Richard Crashaw,

Priest at LSM in the seventeenth century, extols Christ in the Sacrament
as the one whose ‘breast weeps balm for wounded man’:

the Choir sang a setting of these words on the Sunday following Corpus Christi.
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Highlights of July

Wednesday 11th: 9.45am/10.00am: Prayers for the sick and Mass with Anointing

Friday 13th: 7.30pm ‘Sir Gawain and the Green Knight’: First performance

Saturday 14th: LSM SUMMER FESTIVAL and GIFT DAY: see pp. 6 and 7
10.00am Low Mass; 10.30am stalls, displays etc; 12.05pm Choristers’
Concert; 12.30pm lunches; 3.00pm ‘Sir Gawain and the Green Knight’;
4.00pm Cream teas; 6.00pm Choral Evensong and Benediction.

Monday 16th: OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL:
7.30pm High Mass (hosted by the Society of Mary: all welcome)

Saturday 21st: 11.00am – 3.00pm ‘Circle the World’ in Ely Cathedral.

Monday 23rd: S. MARY MAGDALENE:
7.45am Low Mass; 7.00pm Sung Mass.

Wednesday 25th: S. JAMES the GREAT, APOSTLE:
10.00am Low Mass; 7.00pm Sung Mass.

Saturday 28th: Day Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham.

A guest preacher in July
Sunday 8th July at the 10.30am High Mass:

Fr Simon Fisher
Vicar of S. John the Baptist, Tuebrook, Liverpool

Fr  Fisher  was  Pastoral  Assistant  at  Holy  Redeemer,  Clerkenwell  in  London,  
where Fr Robert served his first curacy.  After this he trained for ordination at  
Ripon College, Cuddesdon, and was ordained to a parish in Bathwick.  His first  
incumbency  was  the  Benefice  of  Brigstock  with  Stanion  and  Lowick  and  
Sudborough in the Diocese of Peterborough before recently taking on the Anglo-
Catholic flagship parish of S. John the Baptist in one of Liverpool’s suburbs.  Fr  
Robert, when he was a parish priest in Liverpool, used to help out at St John’s  
and maintains his connection with that part of the world by being Godfather to  
one of Fr Fisher’s children.  Fr Fisher blogs and you can follow his tongue-in-
cheek musings at plumsteadletters.blogspot.co.uk

Thursday 11 October: 10.00am – 4.00pm: All Saints Cottenham
‘Lament and Love’

A Diocesan Conference in support of carers to celebrate World Mental Health  
Day: further details next month – see poster in the porch for speakers etc
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From the Vicar

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Continued  thanks  are  due  to  you  all  for  the  warmth  of  welcome and 
encouragement I’ve received in my first month here – it is very much appreciated.  
As I’ve come along to the meetings of the various groups and committees at LSM 
I’ve been struck by the energy, range of interests and commitment of members of 
our parish community.

All of this comes from our placing the Incarnation – the making flesh – 
of God in our Lord Jesus Christ at the centre of all that we do.  The material of our  
world is  so important  to  God that  he came in Jesus  to  dwell  within it  and to 
transform it.  Christ transforms bread and wine on our altars in the Mass each day 
and then sends us out, nourished with himself, to transform his fallen world.  This 
month I want to reflect with you on just two ways in which we do this here at  
LSM:

The  LSM  Global  Group,  which  manages  our  links  with  overseas 
missions, not only knows a lot about all the projects we support but is active in  
maintaining contact  with them,  offering regular  prayer  and,  of  course,  money. 
You will know that we are committed to giving 5% of our regular income away, 
and projects such as the S. Nicholas AIDS Orphanage in Zambia, the work of 
Bishop Bill Godfrey in Peru, the Anglican Church in Papua New Guinea or the 
Church in Borneo, not  to mention the ministry of S. Cyprian’s,  Sharpeville in 
South Africa and the Calcutta Cathedral Relief Service (more on the latter two 
elsewhere in this Newsletter) – all these are doing amazing work in incredibly 
difficult situations and our support is vital.  No one can accuse us of being inward-
looking when you consider our praying and paying for these missions.

A second example of our commitment to the transformation of the world 
is our LSM Social Responsibility Group, which manages our various peace and 
justice projects.  The Medaille Trust, which supports trafficked women; Jimmy’s 
Nightshelter for the homeless; Whitworth House for homeless women; the Friends 
of Fulbourn Hospital; the Cambridge Street Pastors: all of these are about making 
the Incarnation of Jesus real for those whom the world has forgotten or abused, 
who are victims of the sin our Lord came to fight and defeat.  Again, our prayers 
and our pounds are working to roll forward inch by inch the kingdom of heaven.

I haven’t even begun to touch on the beginnings of our work with the new 
Parish Centre, or the growth of our ministry with young people in the Choir and 
Children’s Group, nor the plans we have for a series of talks in the autumn on our  
‘Response to Poverty’: more of all of these in future Newsletters.
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At the heart  of  all  this  must  be our worship – the continuation of the 
Incarnation in the daily offering of the Mass and Morning and Evening Prayer, our 
regular reconciliation with God and one another in sacramental Confession, our 
sharing in our prayers at home with the prayer offered in this church and around 
the world and the ceaseless prayer of Jesus to his and our Father, which we call  
the Holy Spirit.

I hope the move of Morning Prayer to the later time of 8.20am (Monday 
to Friday) will encourage more of you to join with me in church in offering our  
day to God and, if not, to do so from your desks, traffic queues, beds or train seats 
using our daily office card.

I’m  very  grateful  to  all  those  who  have  responded to  my  request  for 
names  of  those  you’ve not  seen in  church for  a  while  and who have  offered 
thoughts about things we might do, changes that might be needed, and so on.  Do 
please continue to write, email or tell me your thoughts as I learn more about this 
wonderful parish and meet more of you – and, if I’m lucky, even remember the 
odd name!

With my love and prayers,
Fr Robert

Say hello to Richard Springer and Scott McCombe

“I am Richard Springer, a first year ordinand at Westcott House, starting 
a summer placement at LSM from 24th June.  I am here in Cambridge with my 
wife, Ruth, and Reuben, 3, and Esme born in January at the start of Lent Term.  I  
come to training having worked in child and adolescent therapeutic services in the 
NHS in North London: hard work but I miss my patients!  Before that I worked 
for charities in Kilburn and the East End.  As a  bona fide Londoner I hope to 
return to the Diocese after my training.  I look forward to being a part of the Little  
S. Mary’s community for this placement, getting to know you and learning as 
much as I can.”

We also look forward to welcoming our new Pastoral  Assistant,  Scott 
McCombe, in September.  While we will be very sorry to lose Tanya, after two 
excellent years with her, it is exciting to be welcoming a new Pastoral Assistant  
too.  Scott comes from West Lothian in Scotland and will be living at Westminster 
College during his year here discovering more about parish life and exploring a 
potential vocation to the Priesthood.  There will be more from him in the next 
Newsletter.

Please keep Richard and Scott in your prayers.
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Services and events to note

FEAST DAYS IN JULY:
July brings with it two red-letter days for our special observance, both of  

which will be kept with a Sung Mass at 7.00pm. These are wonderful ‘eruptions 
of the Holy’ into the secular week and, if we can manage to escape from the busy-
ness and demands of home or office, are a splendid chance to be recalled, amid  
our various concerns and worries, to the joys of heaven, the glories of the saints 
and the support we gain not only from our ‘friends above’ but from our fellowship 
together here on earth at LSM. Lovely music from the Choir, hymns, a homily, 
lights, incense, Holy Communion – all in less than an hour.  The days in question 
are the Feasts of  S. Mary Magdalene (Monday 23rd)  and S. James the Great, 
Apostle (Wednesday 25th). Do join us if you can.

S. Mary Magdalene’s Day ordinarily falls on July 22nd,  but moves this 
year to avoid clashing with a Sunday: in fact, it will be celebrated on the Sunday 
at  ‘Mary  Mags’  in  Oxford,  where  it  is  their  Patronal  Festival  and  on  which 
occasion Fr Robert will be preaching.

Another  notable  observance  this  month  is  the  Feast  of  Our Lady  of 
Mount  Carmel (Monday  16th): this  is  the  patronal  feast  of  our  ward  of  the 
Society of Mary.  There will be High Mass at 7.30pm, followed by refreshments – 
of course, all are welcome and it would be good to see you: find out more about  
the Cambridge connection with Our Lady of Mount Carmel on pp. 16-17.

SOME OTHER DATES FOR JULY:
 Healing Ministry: The Prayer Group will meet at 9.45am on Wednesday 

11th July to pray for the sick and those who care for them.  The 10.00am 
Mass will include the Laying-on of Hands and Anointing.

 The  Rosary will  be  prayed  in  the  Lady  Chapel  at  9.30am  on 
Wednesdays 4th and 18th July.

 The  monthly Requiem  will  be  celebrated on Friday 13th:  7.45am  and 
12.30pm.

WADE IN THE WATER:
Mary Ward invites young members of LSM to join her at a ‘wade in the  

water’ party on Sunday 15th July.  Swimming from 2.30 to 3.30pm at Chesterton 
Pool (maximum 20 children), followed by tea from 4.00 to 5.30pm at 22 Hurst 
Park Avenue.  All are welcome: for more details, contact Mary (369846).

We are pleased to report that the Parish Centre Development Fund now stands  
at £354,571.  Many thanks for your generosity.  Only just over £15,000 to go!
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SUMMER FESTIVALSUMMER FESTIVAL
SATURDAY 14th JULY

10.00am Low Mass

10.30am onwards
STALLS, REFRESHMENTS, DISPLAYS

Cakes, home produce, books, tombola, Caribbean goodies,  
sideshows; morning coffee; displays by local artists;
wild Churchyard Garden and church open for viewing

12 noon Angelus and Prayers

12.05pm CHORISTERS’ CONCERT

12.30pm — 2.00pm Lunches

3.00pm ‘SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN KNIGHT’
Admission £5 (under-16s £1)

4.00pm Cream teas

6.00pm CHORAL EVENSONG & BENEDICTION
Music by Moore, Stanford, Balfour Gardiner, Elgar and Duruflé

The Vicar will be at the church door to receive donations to the Church  
for two short periods during the course of the day; Gift Aid envelopes  
will  be  available  for  tax-free  giving,  and your  contributions  will  be  
gratefully received.
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Your generous support is invited: Little S. Mary’s is  committed not  
only  to  meeting  its  own  costs  –  including  having  a  full-time  priest,  
maintaining our lovely mediaeval building (keeping it open all and every  
day) and to regular giving to home and overseas Missions and Charities – 
but  also  to  making a major contribution to  the rest of  the Body of  
Christ, supporting poorer churches in other parts of the Diocese.

We look forward to seeing you and your friends at the Festival

This year’s Summer Festival presentation is

Sir Gawain and the Green KnightSir Gawain and the Green Knight
(a dramatisation of the mediaeval poem)

Who was the Green Knight, and what did he have to do
with Sir Gawain? Come along to find out!

Friday 13 July, 7.30pm
(followed by a glass of wine)

Saturday 14 July, 3.00pm
(followed by cream teas)

Admission £5 (under-16s £1)

YOUR help needed:

 Calling all cake-makers!   Contributions for the cake stall will be 
very welcome indeed.   Please bring them along on the Saturday 
morning.

 We will also welcome, among other things: bottles for the Friends’ 
tombola (give them to Paul Huskinson); books for Mandy and Adrian 
Ray’s bookstall; red, white and blue items and 1950s memorabilia 
for Jo Wibberley’s Jubilee stall.

 We will be assembling gazebos and erecting stalls from 8.15am on 
Saturday morning: please come lend a hand (or even two!)

 Publicity is crucial to the success of the day: there are posters on 
the table at the back of the church – could you tazke one away with 
you and get it displayed in a shop, business, café, pub etc?  Please 
also remember to invite your friends to come with you!
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Day Pilgrimage to Walsingham, 
England’s Nazareth

Saturday 28th July

For  hundreds  of  years,  the  name  of 
Walsingham  was  famous  throughout  the 
country: the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, 
established in 1061, is one of the most ancient 
and revered shrines of Christendom.  In the last 
century, Walsingham has flourished once again 
as a place of pilgrimage, healing and renewal as those who make their way to 
‘England’s  Nazareth’  seek  the  prayers  of  Blessed  Mary,  Mother  of  God,  for 
themselves and for the whole world.

Our annual Day Pilgrimage to the Shrine, organised by our local ward of 
the Society of Mary, will take place on Saturday 28th July (note the new date).  
The  coach  will  leave  Little  S.  Mary’s  at  8.45am and  there  will  also  be  an 
opportunity for collection from Milton Park and Ride at  9.00am.  We will leave 
Walsingham no later than 6.30pm that evening.  The cost is £15 for over-16s and 
free for under-16s.

Walsingham is the Shrine of the Incarnation, of the dwelling among us of 
the  Word made flesh,  and the focus of the pilgrimage is  the visit  to the Holy 
House, built to represent the house in which the Annunciation took place.  During 
the day there will be opportunities to assist at Mass in the Shrine, to receive the 
Sprinkling with water from Our Lady’s well, to attend Benediction, and also to 
explore the village, a beautiful and picturesque haven in the valley of the River 
Stiffkey – possibly visiting the parish church or the light railway, or walking out 
to the Slipper Chapel (now part of the Roman Catholic Shrine, and before the 
Reformation the final stopping-point for pilgrims approaching Walsingham).  The 
village has a variety of interesting shops.

We  have  written  at  length  because  we  are  particularly  hoping  to 
encourage new pilgrims and youngsters to come, as well as our regular pilgrims: if 
there is enough interest, the coach could take our young people to Wells-next-the-
Sea  during  the  afternoon.   Please  note  that  we  will  have  to  make  our  own  
arrangements for meals: bring sandwiches or purchase refreshments at the Shrine 
or at one of the pubs or cafés in the village.  If you would like to come, please  
‘sign up’ on the list at the back of the church.

Our Lady of Walsingham, pray for us!
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Calendar and Intentions

for

JULY 2012

The list of Thanksgivings and Intercessions offers a focus
for our daily prayer, both at the Offices and Mass,

and in our personal times of prayer.

The Vicar would be glad of suggestions
for additions to the list of daily intentions.
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Calendar for July

SUN. 1st TRINITY IV
Mon. 2nd of the Precious Blood
Tue. 3rd
Wed. 4th Rosary 9.30am
Thu. 5th for Unity
Fri. 6th S. Thomas More
Sat. 7th

SUN. 8th TRINITY V
Mon. 9th
Tue. 10th
Wed. 11th S. Benedict, Abbot. Healing Ministry 9.45am/10.00am
Thu. 12th 
Fri. 13th Requiem First performance of ‘Sir Gawain’ 7.30pm
Sat. 14th commem. John Keble Summer Festival 10.00am – 7.00pm

Choral Evensong and Benediction 6.00pm

SUN. 15th TRINITY VI
Mon. 16th Our Lady of Mount Carmel: LM 7.45am; HM 7.30pm
Tue. 17th
Wed. 18th Rosary 9.30am
Thu. 19th S. Gregory of Nyssa, Bishop
Fri. 20th S. Margaret of Antioch
Sat. 21st ‘Circle the World’ in Ely Cathedral 11.00am – 3.00pm

SUN. 22nd TRINITY VII
Mon. 23rd S. MARY MAGDALENE: LM 7.45am; SM 7.00pm
Tue. 24th
Wed. 25th S. JAMES the GREAT, Apostle: LM 10.00am; SM 7.00pm
Thu. 26th Ss Joachim and Anne, Parents of the BVM
Fri. 27th
Sat. 28th of the BVM. Day Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Walsingham

SUN. 29th TRINITY VIII
Mon. 30th
Tue. 31st S. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest
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Daily Intentions and Anniversaries of death for July

The Parish 1st
Greater love for Jesus Daniel Golding, Eunice Francis 2nd
Emmanuel URC Tom Forte 3rd
The Church in America Jack Hunter, Alfred Francis 4th
Christian Unity James Owen (Pr) 5th
Christians in positions of authority 6th
General Synod Dorothy Oakley 7th

The Parish 8th
General Synod Matthew Richards 9th
The Church of England 10th
The Ministry of Healing Robert Runcie (Bp), Sally Theobald 11th
Preparations for our Summer Festival John Keith Rose 12th
The Faithful Departed Audrey Styler 13th
Thanksgiving for the life of LSM 14th

The Parish Miranda Long 15th
Carmelites  16th
The suicidal Jim Campbell, Elisabeth Mary Barnes 17th
Friends of LSM Winifred Eakhurst 18th
Teachers of the Faith John Robert Gibson, Gordon Roe (Bp) 19th
Persecuted Christians 20th
Our overseas links Marguerite South, Simon Hallam 21st

The Parish John Butterfield 22nd
S. Mary Magdalen, Oxford: Fr Groves, his parish and people 23rd
The mentally unwell Amanda Copley 24th
The Church in Spain Pat Morgan 25th
Strengthening of family life 26th
The Olympic Games Kathleen Waring 27th
The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham  28th

Phyllis Mary Price, Neville Russell Woods        

The Parish Diana Goodhart 29th
The hungry and starving 30th
Society of Jesus 31st
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July begins during PETERTIDE,
a season of ordinations, First Masses
and the beginning of new ministries,

and includes our
SUMMER FESTIVAL

when we celebrate the whole life
of the Church in this parish

Please pray especially for those being ordained
who have a connection with this parish:

Chris Pickles (former Pastoral Assistant, 30th June)
and two former ordinands on placement

Matthew McMurray (29th June) & Tom Plant (1st July) 

Almighty and everlasting God,
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church

is governed and sanctified:
hear our prayer

which we offer for all thy faithful people,
that in their vocation and ministry

they may serve thee in holiness and truth,
to the glory of thy Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Parish Centre acoustics

At the end of 2011, a committee was set up by the PCC to evaluate the 
acoustics of the Parish Centre and to recommend what work should be done to 
address problems found.  We had already had a lot of information reported by 
members of the congregation.  An acoustics consultant was invited to study the 
room.  His measurements showed that the room had a lengthy resonance and that 
there was considerable “focusing” of sound in the rounded part of the room.  The 
consultant outlined what modifications would need to be made.  These included 
covering much of the ceiling area and the walls of the rounded part of the centre 
with thick sound-absorbing material.  It would be an expensive modification. 

The  recommendations  from  the  consultant  were  specifically  to  meet 
government standards for meeting rooms.  It was, however, known that there had 
not been problems holding any meetings, even those using the whole of the room. 
The committee also considered the impact of the proposals.  Clearly the aesthetics  
of the room would be damaged.  In addition, it is very highly probable that the  
work as specified would harm the acoustic properties of the Parish Centre for  
music.  Not least was the expense of the proposed work, coming at a time when 
we are pushing toward paying for the building completely.

The acoustics committee recommended that no specific work be done on 
the Parish Centre at this time, and that we should hear how the building behaves 
as  it  continues  to  be  fitted  out,  and  becomes  more  lived-in.   There  may  be 
imaginative solutions yet unconsidered that would improve the acoustics, and at 
the same time perhaps improve rather than detract from the design of the Centre.

It  is at our social gatherings in the Centre, for instance, at coffee after 
Mass, that we need to be most aware of people’s difficulties.   There are some 
clear things to consider.  We can often help the situation by finding places in the 
rooms that make conversation easier.  We can arrange the location and seating of 
meetings intelligently.  And we may find from a pattern of thinking in this way 
that that our habits naturally change.  The important thing, rather than trying to 
forget about the potential problem, is to be more aware of situations where people 
might have difficulty hearing.

Bob DeWolf

Recital by Sarah MacDonald
Sarah MacDonald, our Honorary Associate Organist, is giving an organ recital  
at  Trumpington  Parish  Church  on  Friday  10th August at  7.00pm.   Tickets  
(including a glass of wine or fruit juice) cost £5 adults/£3 students/£1 children.  
All are welcome.
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Circle the World
in Ely Cathedral: Saturday 21st July,

11.00am – 3.00pm

There is to be a celebration of the world 
Church in Ely Cathedral on Saturday 21st July. 
Over  sixty  parishes  in  the  Diocese  will  be 
bringing displays of their links across the world 
with crafts for sale and food to taste.  There will 
be a Georgian choir, a Persian dancer, a number 
of  interactive  displays,  a  children’s  activity 

corner and short seminars.  At lunchtime there will be an enormous bring and 
share lunch.  The day will end with a short act of worship.  LSM Global will have 
a stand displaying information about Little S. Mary’s overseas links.

This is a day out for the whole family, mixing fun with information about 
the Church in other parts of the world, so please do support it if you can.

Calcutta Cathedral Relief Service
Our Friday Lunch charity for July and August

Our Charity Lunches on Fridays in July and August will be supporting the 
work of the Calcutta Cathedral Relief Service.  CRS was established in 1971,  
following the Bangladesh War, to undertake emergency relief measures among 
the refugees who fled to Calcutta in their thousands.  Over the years it has moved 
from its  role  as  a  relief  and  charitable  organisation  to  be  one  of  the  leading 
development agencies in West Bengal.   It attempts to tackle issues of poverty,  
poor health,  lack of  education,  unemployment,  illiteracy,  lack of  awareness  of 
rights  and  responsibilities,  the  status  of  children  and  women  in  society, 
marginalisation  and  children  in  difficult  circumstances  through  its  Total  
Education  Programme,  which  consists  of  Health,  Education  and  Women’s  
Empowerment Programmes.  CRS runs these in the sulms of Calcutta.  It seeks 
“through sacrifice and demonstration of the Gospel imperatives to usher in a just,  
participatory and sustainable society.”

Last October we welcomed Rig David of CRS to speak at High Mass, and 
in March 2011 Clive Brown and Tanya Hockley visited Calcutta to see CRS in 
action: at the first Lunch in July (July 6th), Tanya will be telling us a little about 
her impressions and experiences there.

Join us on Fridays, 1.00pm in the Parish Centre: £2.50 minimum donation
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News from S. Cyprian’s Sharpeville
A recent message from Fr David Dinkebogile at S. Cyprian’s Sharpeville

Dear Clive,

It  has  been  a  while  since  we 
have  not  been  communicating.   Life 
has been hectic with us here.  That is 
why it took so long for me to contact 
you,  more so that  I use one finger to 
write.   Maria  and the boys are  doing 
fine. The congregation is also growing 
tremendously.   Yesterday  we 
experienced bitter  cold front  but  they 
came to church in big numbers.

LSM Sunday  School  Centre 
has  become  a  great  asset  for  us, 
especially during this time of the year 
for  the  children.   Last  year  our 
Brotherhood  of  S.  Andrew  Men’s 
Guild  used  it  to  sleep  during  their 
conference.   We  also  helped  our 
neighbours,  the  Methodists,  by 

accommodating their delegates of their 
conference last week.

I  managed  to  get  somebody 
who made a  beautiful  drawing of  the 
building as you have asked.  We will 
just  wait  for  your  visit  or  someone 
reliable who can take it for us.  It cost 
R1,200.00 which I hope our friends at 
LSM can be able to help us with.  We 
also  need  four  heaters  to  warm  the 
rooms for the children in the mornings 
as I have stated that the cold weather is 
upon  us.   We  understand  that  this  is 
going to be the coldest winter of them 
all.  One heater costs about R700.00.

Wishing  you  all  of  the  best 
during  your  summer  time; 
unfortunately, our winter time,

Fr David

N.B. The drawing to which Fr David refers is one which has been commissioned  
to hang in our Parish Centre, and it has now been received by Clive Brown.  The  
cost  of  the  drawing and the heaters  comes  to  about  £315 when converted  to  
sterling.  We are sending some money to S. Cyprian’s immediately so that they  
can pay for the picture and buy the heaters which are clearly urgently needed for  
the children.  The Highveld in South Africa is bitterly cold in the winter.  If you  
would like to contribute, please speak to Clive Brown or Richard Martin.

Don’t forget – Friday 29th June: S. PETER’S DAY
7.45am Low Mass        12.30pm Low Mass followed by Charity Lunch

7.00pm High Mass
(Preacher: Fr John Hughes, Dean of Jesus College)    followed by refreshments
Our parish church was dedicated to S. Peter until 1352: his statue above the high altar, 
added in the 1930s, reminds us of this ancient connection, reinforces our link with 
Peterhouse, the College of S. Peter, founded beside the church in 1284, and honours 
the Apostle who leads Christian people in the great confession of faith: ‘Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God!’  Do come along to keep his feast.
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From Carmel to Cambridge

On Monday 16th July,  we will  keep the feast  of  Our  Lady of  Mount 
Carmel: this is the ‘feast of title’ for our local ward of the Society of Mary, and 
under  their  auspices  there  will  be  a  High  Mass  at  7.30pm  followed  by 
refreshments.  The title of ‘Our Lady of Mount Carmel’ is not quite so alien to this 
Cambridge church as might, perhaps, first be assumed.

This is the title given to the BVM in her role as Patroness of the Carmelite 
Order;  the  first  Carmelites,  properly  speaking,  were  hermits  living  on  Mount 
Carmel,  in  Northern  Israel,  in  the  twelfth  century.   They  founded  a  chapel  
dedicated to Mary, Star of the Sea, and the Carmelites have grown to become one 
of the major religious orders, with a particularly Marian spirituality.  About 1238, 
small  groups  left  the  congregations  established  on  Carmel  to  seek  safety  in 
France, and in 1241 others were brought to England by crusaders.

In about 1245 a General Chapter was held in Aylesford and, according to 
later tradition, it was at this time that S. Simon Stock (an Englishman) was elected 
as Prior General and given a commission, confirmed by Innocent IV, to organise 
the Order.  A party of the new friars arrived at Chesterton in around 1249, and 
Carmelite  tradition  holds  that  in  1251  S.  Simon  was  in  Cambridge  when  he 
received his famous vision of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  (Outside the Perne 
Library in one of  the older parts  of  Peterhouse,  there is  a large and beautiful 
seventeenth-century Spanish painting of the vision of S. Simon, kneeling before 
the Virgin of Mount Carmel and the Child Jesus: at one time, probably in the late 
nineteenth century, it  was the altarpiece in Peterhouse Chapel and later was in 
Cherry Hinton Church before returning to the College.)   This vision has been 
attested as the origin of the devotion of the ‘brown scapular’, a piece of clothing 
representative of the Carmelite habit which is an element in traditional Catholic 
piety, taken by lay people and indicative of the wearer’s consecration to Mary.  

There has in recent decades been notable controversy over the authenticity 
of  the  connection  between  the  story  of  the  vision  and  the  appearance  of  the 
scapular  in  Catholic  devotion  (no  historical  account  of  the  vision  was 
disseminated for a considerable time after the death of S. Simon Stock in 1265, 
perhaps in Bordeaux).  Neverthless, the value of the devotion, conceived in the 
right way, is not dependent on the conditions of its historical emergence, but on its 
spiritual content  as perceived by the Church.  Around the same time, Michael  
Malherbe gave the friars a piece of land in Newnham, and many of the community 
moved  there  from Chesterton.   It  is  quite  likely  that  the  Carmelite  house  in 
Newnham was reasonably near to the location of the present LSM Vicarage, and 
indeed the link is closer than that,  for the Carmelites had to obtain permission 
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from the Hospital  of  S.  John the Evangelist,  which held the advowson of the 
Parish of S. Peter-without-Trumpington Gate: in other words, the Carmelites were 
to be situated within the parish of the church we now call Little S. Mary’s.

In 1267 the king is recorded to have given timber for the rafters of the 
church, but shortly afterwards the Order began to move away from the purely 
contemplative life, becoming more active in liturgical and pastoral work, as well 
as teaching and preaching.  In 1290 the Carmelites throughout England changed 
their habit, receiving in place of their former striped cloaks new white mantles,  
from which their popular title ‘White Friars’ developed.  Two years later, after  
about forty years’ residence in Newnham where they were affected by frequent 
flooding, the Order crossed the river and moved to Milne Street, now Queens’  
Lane, where they began to construct a church and convent buildings.  In time, 
their property stretched from the original court of Queens’ College (which was 
founded some 150 years after the Carmelites were established in Milne Street) to 
the vicinity of King’s, and in the Old Library of Queens’ College you can still see  
some small stained glass roundels depicting the heads of Carmelite friars, taken 
(possibly  from  the  Carmelites’  church)  when  the  Order’s  buildings  were 
confiscated in August 1538 during the Dissolution of the Monasteries; by the end 
of 1539, the priory had been entirely dismantled and the College acquired the site 
in 1544.   Not all  was peaceful during those centuries:  a bitter  (and, we might 
suggest,  somewhat  un-Christian)  controversy  arose  in  Cambridge  between the 
Carmelites  and  the  Dominicans  over  which  Order  could  claim  Our  Lady  as 
Patroness.  A Carmelite, John Hornby, successfully defended his Order’s history 
and traditions at a University court presided over by the Chancellor in 1375.

When  they  moved  to  Milne  Street,  the  Carmelites  had  retained  their 
property in Newnham, but in 1311 the Prior agreed to release to Sir Constantine  
de Mortimer the house formerly occupied by the Order.  The Carmelite site at 
Newnham had, however, given its name to land wider than its own precincts, and 
the name ‘Carmefield’ continued to attach to the land: indeed, it was still in use in 
1611.   There  is  one  further  interesting  link  with  LSM:  the  so-called  ‘Corpus 
Terrier’,  a  1360s document listing titheable lands in Cambridge,  indicates that  
that S. Peter-without-Trumpington Gate received tithes from the Carmefield and, 
moreover,  that  the  outstanding  recipient  of  charity  in  the  Carmefield  was  the 
Chantry of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which had been in S. Peter’s from an early 
date.  This was almost entirely the endowment of one wealthy widow who was a 
considerable owner in the parish, and it has been suggested that the benefactions 
made to this Chantry from the Carmefield were the reason for its absorption into 
the new church when S. Peter’s fell into a ruinous state and LSM was built in  
1352.   Indeed,  this  may even be  a  cause  for  the  simultaneous  change  in  the 
dedication of the church from S. Peter to S. Mary of Grace.
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Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary

We conclude our series on the life and work of some of  
the Catholic Societies with a look at the GSS...

The Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary was founded in 
1898 with three aims: to raise the spiritual tone of altar 
servers;  to promote a  conscientious performance of  the 
duties of altar  servers;  and to encourage more frequent 
attendance at the Holy Eucharist, in addition to times of 
duty.  Clearly, therefore, this is a Guild LSM is keen to 
support and be part of.

The Guild is divided into local chapters of altar servers who are looked 
after by a priest Chaplain.  The local chapter for LSM is S. Etheldreda, which 
covers the Diocese of Ely together with a part of Suffolk.  The chapter meets 
every month, usually for the Guild Office and Benediction.  The Office comprises 
three psalms (ones with particular relevance to serving at the altar), a short reading 
and then the Magnificat.   Once or  twice a  year  we  have a  Mass  and a  quiet  
evening in the Autumn at a retreat house.  Members – male and female – take it in 
turns to serve at these events and the chapter makes its way around local churches, 
usually with the parish priest giving a homily after the Office.  Regular haunts 
include Stansted Mountfichet and Newmarket, St Ives and March, plus many of 
the village parish churches around Cambridge.

In addition to local meetings there are regional festivals (the Easter Area 
Festival  took  place  on  Saturday  23rd  June  at  the  Shrine  of  Our  Lady  in 
Walsingham) and a national  festival  in London when hundred of servers from 
around the country meet for worship and mutual encouragement.

GSS meetings are an excellent opportunity for altar servers from different 
parishes to meet and share experiences and – particularly for servers from parishes 
that perhaps have less of a sacramental focus than they once did – it is a chance to 
recharge  spiritual  batteries  and  meet  like-minded  Christians.   Locally  we  are 
blessed both to have a lively and friendly chapter and excellent refreshments after 
the service usually!  There was an especially good turn out from GSS members for 
the  Vicar’s  Institution  and  Induction  at  the  end  of  May  –  Fr  Robert  being 
Secretary of the local chapter.

All altar servers at LSM are welcome and encouraged to join and should 
see Bill de Quick if they are interested or would like to know more.
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Advance notice – put these dates in your diary!

A S S U M P T I O N T I D EA S S U M P T I O N T I D E
Wednesday 15th August: ASSUMPTION of the BVM:

7.00pm High Mass of the Patronal Festival
followed by bring-and-share supper

Saturday 18th August: Saturday in the Octave:
7.00pm Assumptiontide Barbeque
in the Churchyard Garden and Parish Centre

Contact details
removed from
website edition
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SERVICES AT LITTLE SAINT MARY’S

Sundays

7.30am Morning Prayer 8.00am Low Mass
10.30am High Mass    6.00pm Solemn Evensong and Benediction

Weekdays
   

Low Mass Morning Prayer Evening Prayer

Monday 7.45am 8.20am 6.00pm

Tuesday 7.45am 8.20am 6.00pm

Wednesday 10.00am 8.20am 6.00pm

Thursday 7.45am 8.20am 6.00pm

Friday 7.45am and 12.30pm 8.20am 6.00pm

Saturday 10.00am Said privately 6.00pm

Weekday Festivals
7.00pm  Sung Mass  (10.00am on Saturdays)

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Fridays at 12.05pm, Saturdays at 6.30pm, or by appointment

Coffee is served in the Parish Centre after the High Mass on Sundays
and after the 10.00am Mass on Wednesdays.

There is a Charity Lunch (minimum donation £2.50),
after the 12.30pm Mass on Fridays, supporting home and overseas charities.

Follow ‘Little St Mary’s Church, Cambridge’ on Facebook

LSM Social group/mailing list: to join: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LSMsocial/
Mailing list only: send a blank email to: LSMsocial-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Diary and other information to: admin@lsm.org.uk
Deadline for August Newsletter: Sunday 22nd July

Trumpington Street, Cambridge.  CB2 1QG.

Open daily for prayer and visiting, 7.30am to 6.30pm www.lsm.org.uk
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