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NEWSLETTER

This month we say farewell to two friends, learn more about
S. Jerome, journey in the footsteps of S. Paul and are
invited to all manner of music, poetry and prose
entertainments;
plus prayers, reflections and anniversaries for the month.

Highlights of November
Friday 1st November
All Saints’ Day
Low Mass 12:30pm
High Mass 7pm Preacher: Fr Max Kramer, Assistant Curate
Saturday 2nd November
All Souls’ Day
Low Masses of Requiem at 10am and 12:30pm
High Mass of Requiem at 7pm with blessing of graveyard and music by Victoria.
Sunday 3rd November
Dedication Festival
10:30am High Mass followed by wine, as we celebrate the 661st anniversary of the
consecration of this church by the Bishop of Ely.
Monday 4th November
Michael Ramsey Lecture
5:15pm: ‘If you see John Henry Newman on the road, kill him: Anglo-Catholicism
and the Church of England’ by Fr Robert Mackley.
Wednesday 6th November
First Wednesday Fellowship Group after the 10am Mass.
The Vicar speaks on ‘What was the Oxford Movement?’
Wednesday 13th November
Healing Mass with laying-on of hands and anointing with the oil of the sick
10am preceded by silent prayer for healing at 9:45am.
Sunday 17th November
Second Sunday before Advent
Preacher at 10:30am High Mass: The Right Rev’d Dr Geoffrey Rowell,
former Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe.
Sunday 24th November
Christ the King
High Mass is followed by a lunch to raise church funds for Christmas
Saturday 30th November
S. Andrew, Apostle
Sung Mass 10am followed by refreshments

From the Vicar
26th October 2013
Dear Brothers & Sisters
The church loves giving names to things, and especially to months –
whether it’s March as the month of S. Joseph or April as the month of the
Resurrection. November is traditionally the month of the Holy Souls, both
those who have reached the bliss of heaven and those continuing their
journey of cleansing and preparation: both the saints and the dead in other
words.
In many ways, therefore, this month might also be named the month of the
Church, because in the two great Festivals with which it begins – All Saints
and All Souls – we celebrate the church, the Body of Christ, the company
of the baptized, the pilgrim people of God (to use just a few classic
descriptions). At LSM we are particularly conscious of this because on 3rd
November we celebrate the dedication of our church building by the
Bishop of Ely in 1352.
This month of the Church is a lovely gift as the nights draw in to remind us
that amid the darkness and at times loneliness (something that afflicts all of
us occasionally) there is the light and the company of the Body of Christ.
We give thanks to God for and rejoice in our fellowship with the saints,
those whom Christians down the centuries have recognised as being of
outstanding holiness on 1st November. Just when we might think Christian
discipleship to be a burden that we are not up to, we are given the
inspiration of countless women and men who kept going despite the
setbacks and have won the unfading crown of glory. They are not dead, of
course, but alive in Christ and cheer us on with their prayers as we run the
race that is set before us.
We also give thanks to God on the next day (2nd) for the lives of our
families and friends who have died and pray too for the unknown dead and
the war dead. Again, they are not dead in the sense that so many in society
think of the dead – gone, buried and annihilated – but they are alive in
Jesus Christ, as we are, yet even more so, and the Holy Spirit continues to
draw them to the bliss of the vision of God cleansing and healing them

from the wounds inflicted on earth that nothing may prevent them from
enjoying God for ever. God, as He always has, desires to share His work
with us, and so we are invited to assist that healing of the dead with our
prayers too. Again, it is a wonderful gift to us, All Souls’ Day, a day when
we are reminded that we are bound together in one communion on earth
and in heaven and so our beloved dead remain our friends and family, if for
the time being out of sight.
Finally, the day after (3rd November) we celebrate our church building’s
consecration to the worship of God 661 years ago. The immense and, in
some ways, hard to comprehend glory of the saints and the faithful
departed is made tangible and particular in this church building which has
helped form in holiness not only generations past but us, our generation
now, the friends in Christ we see Sunday by Sunday. Here are the saints
and holy souls in the here and now in all their amazing diversity and
distinctiveness, all sharing in the worship of heaven at this altar in this
church.
So it’s fitting (insofar as it is ever fitting given we don’t like saying
goodbye) that November is the month when we thank God for two people
who are leaving our immediate church family but of course remain part of
the wider pilgrim people with us wherever they are. Mark Caddick, our
indefatigable sacristan, server, flower-arranger and builder of cribs and
gardens, is departing for a new post in Oxford with the University Press
there. Mark has been a linchpin of parish life for well over a decade and
replacing him will be hard work indeed. I know I speak on behalf of the
whole parish in wishing him well in his new and exciting position in music
publishing. Eveline Bateman, our parish administrator, is also leaving us
after almost eight years of very committed service. Eveline was much
more behind the scenes than Mark but none of the parish’s paperwork,
pew-sheets, posters and correspondence would have happened without her.
She has certainly been an immensely kind and welcoming presence for me
in my first year here. We will miss her and send her on her way with every
good wish. Thanks be to God for the work of two loyal servants and may
this month of the Church be a chance for us to develop our sense of
gratitude for the souls with whom we share this sacred building and
without whom we will not get to heaven.

Saint Jerome
Fr Max writes about the saint
at the centre of his
postgraduate research:

(The picture is Dürer's
depiction of Jerome in his
study)

Scarcely has the Church ever known such an unlikely Saint. Born around 347 in
Stridon, in modern Slovenia, S. Jerome was to become the second most prolific
Latin Father after S. Augustine. Yet while Augustine is hailed as a founder of
Western Christianity, the treatises of Jerome are little read and his name seldom
invoked.
In part this different attitude is down to the two authors’ choice of subject matter.
While Augustine was a creative theologian and the author of a classic read in the
Confessions, Jerome’s major achievements belong to the more technical discipline
of Biblical Studies. Indeed, when Jerome does write on theological issues the
tone tends to be unsubtle and radically polemical. A great fan of the theologian
Origen in his younger years, he rapidly changed his mind when Origen’s
orthodoxy begins to be questioned. Indeed, he spills much ink attacking his
enemies for their reverence for Origen, while simultaneously making much use of
Origen’s work.
Consistency was never Jerome’s strong point. The more we investigate his life,
the more we realize Jerome was torn apart by internal contradiction. Obsessively
hostile to marriage – Jerome even claims that the lack of ‘and it was good’ after
the second day of creation in the Hebrew text is an indictment of the number two,
i.e., he tells us, the married couple – Jerome surrounded himself with rich women,
whose intimacy with him, not unsurprisingly, was regarded as suspicious by his
contemporaries. Similarly, while making connections with Jewish instructors
which enabled his great translation of the Old Testament from the Hebrew,
Jerome remained a vehement and violent anti-Semite. The same contradictions

can be seen in almost every aspect of Jerome’s life: his severe asceticism did not
stop him acquiring a highly costly and elaborate library and literary workshop; his
famous ‘conversion’ away from pagan literature did not stop him quoting and,
probably, reading the classics; his theoretical limitation of the Old Testament
canon to the 22 books accepted by the Jews fails to prevent him from quoting
from and even translating books he scorns as ‘apocrypha.’ He was ordained
priest, it is said, reluctantly and only on the proviso that he never had to perform
any priestly duties. Such a heady mix of extremes and contradictions could have
tragic results. Most troubling of all, Jerome’s vigorous encouragement of harsh
asceticism led to the death of a young female adherent, after which he was driven
out of Rome.
Despite all this, or perhaps because of it, Jerome’s legacy to Western Christianity
is huge. He revised the Latin translations of the Gospels and later translated the
entire Old Testament ‘according to the Hebrew’. Quite how true Jerome’s claim
to have translated ‘from the Hebrew’ might be is still a matter of scholarly dispute.
Nevertheless, it is certainly true that his Latin O. is much, much closer to the
Hebrew than the previous Latin translation which was based on the Greek
translation known as the Septuagint. Jerome’s Gospels and Old Testament were
later combined with other translations of the rest of the New Testament and
further OT apocrypha to become the standard Bible of the Roman Catholic
Church. Even today, the Catholic Church’s official Bible is only a revision of
Jerome’s work.
Jerome claimed that he first learned Hebrew in order to suppress his base
passions. Whether true or not, this statement provides a fitting summary of
Jerome’s achievements. His lasting achievements seem to draw upon the very
contradictions and personal battles which characterized his inner life. Perhaps
only a character who seemed to revel in hostility – witness his public and
acrimonious enmity with his old school friend Rufinus – could have dared to
produce such an innovative translation of the Scriptures.
S. Jerome can be a Saint whose life and work can encourage and sustain us.
While it’s unlikely that many of us will fill several shelves with our writings,
Jerome’s story reminds us of the possibilities that our own internal contradictions
and struggles can open up. Through the example of such a confused and
confusing man, we can be inspired to discover, in the terms of the spiritual writer
Richard Rohr, how our weaknesses are often the necessary flip-sides of our
strengths. Or simply we can be encouraged that, in the words of a friend before
my ordination, ‘I suppose if the Church can canonise someone as screwed-up and
cross-grained as Jerome there’s hope for us all!’

Calendar and Intentions
for
November 2013

The list of Thanksgivings and Intercessions offers a focus
for our daily prayer, both at the Offices and Mass,
and in our personal times of prayer.
The Vicar would be glad of suggestions
for additions to the list of daily intentions.

Calendar for November
(LM= Low Mass, SM= Sung Mass, HM= High Mass, BVM= Blessed Virgin Mary)
FRI.
SAT.

1st
2nd

SUN. 3rd
Mon. 4th
Tue.
5th
Wed. 6th
Thu.
7th
Fri.
8th
Sat.
9th

ALL SAINTS’ DAY: LM, 12:30PM; HM, 7PM
ALL SOULS’ DAY: LM, 10am, 12:30pm; HM, 7pm
DEDICATION FESTIVAL, IV SUNDAY before ADVENT
S. Leonard, Hermit
S. Willibrord, Bishop & Missionary
The Saints & Martyrs of England
of the BVM

SUN.
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thu.
Fri.
Sat.

10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th

III SUNDAY before ADVENT (Remembrance Sunday)
S. Martin of Tours, Bishop

Sun.
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thu.
8pm
Fri.
Sat.

17th
18th
19th
20th
21st

II SUNDAY before ADVENT
S. Elizabeth of Hungary
S. Hilda of Whitby, Abbess
S. Edmund, King & Martyr
Vespers of the dead: 7.15pm; Catholic Societies’ Annual Requiem:

22nd
23rd

S. Cecilia, Martyr
S. Clement, Bishop & Martyr

SUN.
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.

24th
25th
26th
27th

CHRIST the KING
S. Catherine of Alexandria, Martyr

Thu.

28th

Fri.
Sat.

29th
30th

Charles Simeon, Priest
Samuel Seabury, Bishop
S. Margaret of Scotland

Day of intercession & thanksgiving for the church’s missionary work
S. Andrew, Apostle: SM, 10am

Daily Intentions and Anniversaries of death for
November
An increase in holiness
The Faithful Departed

1st
2nd

Our Parish & People
3rd
Sacristans
Stephen Roskill, Alfred Whitham 4th
Christian bookshops
Dorothy Roberts, Elizabeth Rayner 5th
First Wednesday Fellowship Group
6th
Old Catholic Church
7th
Christian Unity
Joyce Wolton, Dick Richardson 8th
Increased devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary
9th
Our Parish & People
10th
Wine makers
11th
Church choirs
12th
Church Mission Society
13th
American Episcopal Church
Elizabeth Fynes-Clinton 14th
Friday Charity Lunch
Dorothy Marlow, Mary Elizabeth Barnard 15th
Scottish Episcopal Church
Allan Huskinson 16th
Our Parish & People
Betty Clough, Dorothy Pickett 17th
Third Order of S. Francis
John Byron, Pr.
18th
Poets
19th
Parliament
Joyce Bones 20th
The Catholic Societies of the Church of England
21st
Organists
Enid Barbara Hunter 22nd
Tariro: hope for youth in Zimbabwe
23rd
Our Parish & People
Christian lawyers
Our councillors & M.P.
Cambridge Homelessness Project
Carthusian Order
Preparation for a holy Advent
The people of Scotland

24th
Jan Ellison, Robert Beesley 25th
Val Mendel 26th
Freda Jones 27th
Ronald Fletcher 28th
John Clough 29th
Ann Watson, William Thurborn} 30th
Harold White, Peter Smith}

Saint Andrew, Apostle
30th November
Almighty God,
who gavest such grace to Thy apostle Saint
Andrew that he readily obeyed the call
of Thy Son Jesus Christ
and brought his brother with him:
call us by Thy holy Word,
and give us grace to follow Thee without delay
and to tell the good news of Thy Kingdom;
through Jesus Christ Thy Son our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with Thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
S. Andrew was the brother of Simon Peter, and a son of John. He was born in the
village of Bethsaida on the Sea of Galilee. Both he and his brother Peter were
fishermen by trade, hence the tradition that Jesus called them to be His disciples by
saying that He will make them ‘fishers of men’ At the beginning of Jesus’ public life,
they occupied the same house at Capernaum. John’s Gospel states that Andrew was a
disciple of John the Baptist, whose testimony first led him to follow Jesus. Andrew at
once recognized Jesus as the Messiah, and hastened to introduce Him to his brother.
On a subsequent occasion, prior to the final call to be Apostles, they were called to a
closer companionship, and then they left all things to follow Jesus. In the gospels,
Andrew told Jesus about the boy with the loaves and fishes, with Philip told Jesus
about the Greeks seeking Him, and was present at the Last Supper.
According to Hippolytus of Rome, S. Andrew preached in Thrace, and his presence at
Constantinople is noted in the 2nd century apocryphal Acts of Andrew; Basil of
Seleucia also knew of Andrew’s mission in Thrace, Scythia and Achaea. This diocese
would later develop into the Patriarchate of Constantinople, of which Andrew is its
patron saint having installed its first bishop in AD 38.. He is said to have been
martyred at Patras (Patræ) in Achaea, on the northern coast of the Peloponnese, bound
rather than nailed to a cross. The tradition that he was crucified on an X-shaped cross,
or ‘saltire’, deeming himself unworthy of the same type of cross as Jesus, is later.

A holiday in the footsteps of Saint Paul
Dieter Benziger, a regular server at our Sunday 8am Mass, writes:
‘I recently took a coach tour holiday with my wife Penny along the Lycian coast
in Turkey. The itinerary included many interesting sites of antiquity; but the place
I found the most interesting was Ephesus, where S. Paul had visited. It appears
that he was thrown into jail after a riot was caused by his preaching (possibly in
one of the two Roman amphitheatres) against a silversmith named Demetrius and
others who were selling silver effigies or shrines of the goddess Diana, also
known as Artemis. There is a reference to this event in Acts 19:23-41.
‘Further along the Roman Arcadian Way at Ephesus there are the remains of two
churches which had been dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Previously we
had visited the town of Myra which contains the ruins of the Church of S. Nicholas, the 4th century bishop who was particularly generous to orphans; thanks to
him we have the Father Christmas tradition, of course. The other remarkable
memory I have is of the world heritage site called Pamukkale, where a hillside has
been transformed into a white snow-like area by the effect of hot mineral springs
releasing vast quantities of calcium carbonate; over the centuries this has resulted
in a number of gleaming pools and stalactites.’

The Arcadian Way at Ephesus.
The two churches dedicated to Mary are behind the trees on the right.

SHAHMARAN
A celebration of women’s song from Turkey and Kurdistan

Songs to lift the spirits in these troubled times
On Saturday 16th November, Ed Emery (whom some of you may remember
as the fiddler at the LSM Summer Festival) will be bringing a rather special
concert to Little S. Mary’s. His ethnomusicology studies at the School of
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS. London) have brought him into contact with a Kurdish singer, Suna Alan, who grew up in Izmir (Smyrna), and
now lives in London.
The title of this concert is SHAHMARAN: a celebration of women’s song
from Turkey and Kurdistan, and it should be a wonderful collection of
songs to lift the spirits in these troubled times.
The starting time will be 7:30pm and tickets can be bought at the door for
£6 (students and concessions £4). If you wish you can pre-book by sending
an email to ed.emery@soas.ac.uk
Suna is a human rights activist,
specialising in the rights of
women. She is also a wonderful
singer. She performs a remarkable programme of songs in
Turkish, Greek, Kurdish and Armenian, together with her ‘Shahmaran’ band (Shahmaran meaning Queen of Serpents – pictured
opposite). Explanations of the
songs will be provided. There
will also a pre-concert talk at
6pm, admission free, venue to be
announced.
For more information contact Ed
at the above email address.

On the morning before Shahmaran there was...
Jimmy’s, Cambridge
Penny Robson writes: ‘Have you ever wondered on whose plate your can of baked beans
will end up or how anyone could ever get through a mountain of pasta? Now is your
opportunity – or rather Saturday 16th November will be your chance to observe first-hand
the work of Jimmy’s. The ‘new’ Jimmy’s has now been open for a year, and this will be
an excellent opportunity to see the expanded facilities and hear about the services they
offer.
‘We plan to set off after the 10 o’clock Mass and walk over to Zion Baptist Church, just
beyond Parker's Piece, where Jimmy's is located. Henry Brown, the Administrator, will
welcome us and show us around.
‘There will be a list at the back of the church for signing up, and I hope many of you will
want to join in what promises to be an interesting visit. There will be a limit of 18, but if
there is sufficient interest, we can plan another trip at a later date. Please indicate if you
would rather not walk, and we will try to arrange transportation.’

Looking for two more nights out in November?
On Saturday 9th at 7:30pm there will be another Words and Music event in the church,
with poetry, prose and song appropriate for the end of the year, and followed, of course,
by refreshments in the Parish Room. Tickets and further details from Christine Tipple or
Scott McCombe.
On Friday 29th Emerald O’Hanrahan returns to LSM with her Jane Austen at Home.
This was a huge success when she gave her first performance with us in May. This time
maximum audience numbers will be 45. We can guarantee quality of performance, good
company, food and drink afterwards. Emerald has performed with us in several Words
and Music events. She is an award-winning young actress, originally from Cambridge,
and is currently the voice of Emma Grundy in Radio 4’s The Archers (her Jane Austen is
very different from her Emma Grundy!)
Further details and tickets available from the beginning of November.

Sale! Sale! Sale! Sale! Sale!

There will be a Stall after High Mass on Sunday 17th November selling
unwanted gifts that we’ve collected over the past year, together with some
Christmas cards and tickets for the raffle in support of the Diocesan Retreat
Centre, Bishop Woodford House. Donations for this stall are welcome. It’ll also
be an opportunity to purchase the 2014 LSM Calendar, with all the feasts and
dates and clock changes for the coming twelve months: not to be missed! Come
along with a bulging wallet on Sunday 17th November!

People for our prayers
Percy Hays is with his family in the USA and is really enjoying getting
back to doing some of things that had previously been restricted –
swimming in particular. He has even managed to do a few drop-in sessions
at school, which he secretly loved! The next big scan is at the end of
October and they are hoping the highlighted areas seen on his last scan
were just residue inflammation left over from radiotherapy and nothing
cancerous. Joan Waton has had a cataract operation and is waiting for her
eyes to heal before the return of lenses. Sally Richardson had a heart
attack a couple of weeks ago but is now making reasonable progress and
the hospital is just concerned to remove some fluid from her chest. She
hopes to be home soon. We continue to keep all these, our brothers and
sisters in the Lord, in our prayers.

