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NEWSLETTER

This month we have: the Vicar’s letter, a word from his predecessor
Fr Andrew Greany, a visit from Fr David Dinkebogile of South Africa, plus
prayers, reflections, and anniversaries for this month.

Highlights of December
Tuesday 3rd December
Advent Group– exploring the ‘O antiphons’
7:30pm in the Parish Centre
Monday 9th December
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Low Mass 12:30pm, Sung Mass 7pm followed by the A.G.M. of the Society of Mary.
Tuesday 10th December
Advent Group II – exploring the ‘O antiphons’
7:30pm in the Parish Centre
Wednesday 11th December
10am Monthly Healing Mass with laying-on of hands and anointing with oil,
preceded at 9:45am by silent prayer for the sick.
Sunday 15th December
Preacher at 10:30am High Mass: The Rev’d Ben Eadon,
Assistant Curate of S. Chad, Sunderland
Sunday 15th December
6pm Advent Carol Service
Tuesday 17th December
Advent Group III – exploring the ‘O antiphons’
7:30pm in the Parish Centre
Tuesday 24th December – Christmas Eve
5pm Children’s Candlelight Service
11:30pm Midnight Mass
Wednesday 25th December – Christmas Day
8am Holy Communion
10:30am High Mass
6pm Evensong & Benediction

Melissa Guiliano is the new editor of this newsletter. Articles, etc. should be sent
to melissaguiliano@gmail.com
The deadline for the January newsletter is 22nd December.

From the Vicar
Dear Brothers & Sisters
One of the ways we’re helping you get in the mood for Advent and Christmas at
Little S. Mary’s is by gently freezing you each Sunday at the moment! I hope
you’re appreciating it... Seriously, however, I’m anxious that our boiler is
repaired and working again as soon as possible. One of the problems is that it has
not been serviced for a number of years and so no one picked up the developing
problems (and a boiler that is 30 years old does develop problems). This is now
being rectified and we are hopefully getting an annual package together for the
servicing of both boilers and the clearing of guttering, etc. which is not only the
responsible thing to do but will hopefully reduce the incidence of future disasters!
I hope you’ll forgive the crow-baring of a sermon into this experience, but it is a
reminder to us that unless we get into the habit of all sorts of regular check-ups
and servicing then things go wrong, whether it is the dentist or the boiler. This is
also true of our faith and is one of the many reasons for the seasons of the
Church’s year that we keep. For one thing the momentous events and truths of the
Christian faith need looking at again and again and from different angles in order
for us to take them in. Just as significantly, this may be your second or your
seventieth Advent, but not only are there always new things to learn and
experience but you have changed too: you are not quite the person you were last
December and certainly not the person you were forty Advents ago!
Advent provides us with a wonderful annual ‘service’ of our spirits and helps us
get Christmas in the right perspective and context. The austere but joyful
expectancy of these coming weeks leading up to Christmas are an invitation to
renew our discipleship, put Christ back into our own and our families’
Christmases and to prepare ourselves to greet the Lord afresh not only on 25 th
December but at our deaths and at the end of time. Confession, Holy
Communion, Bible reading and our three Advent Groups (see below) are all gifts
to us that we may – unlike the church boiler... – be aglow with life come the day
of Jesus.
Yours in Christ,
Fr Robert

A Note from Fr Andrew Greany
Newly returned from one of those lecture cruises so accurately described
by Fr Robert in his diary column some months ago, and facing weeks of
demanding ‘part-time’ ministry, I’m hoping that friends in the congregation
will forgive general Advent, Christmas and New Year greetings from me
this year. It’s an expensive and busy time as I prepare for a fuller
retirement in March 2014, but I expect to get back to sending individual
cards again next Christmas. As my retirement will be officially announced
on December 1st, Advent Sunday (embargoed until then!), I’d like also to
take the opportunity of letting you all know my address, as from March
11th 2014: 1 Hall Mews, 2a High Street, Bishop Wilton, YORK YO42
1RX. I don’t know yet about a telephone number, but I’ll keep my e-mail
address: andrewgreany@btinternet.com
I hope you’ll come and see me! Fr James Finnemore (a former curate of
mine) will be my incumbent (and promises to be very tolerant); he much
enjoyed a recent visit to LSM for the Feast of Ss Simon and Jude,
commenting particularly on Fr Max’s renderings of Holy Scripture!

O come, o come, Emmanuel...
Not an invitation to our URC neighbours but one of the O antiphons that
the Church uses before the Magnificat at Evening Prayer in the last days of
Advent and which have been made famous by the hymn that begins with
one of them – O come, o come, Emmanuel.
These short prayers, a few lines long, are full of imagery and ideas that lie
at the heart of Advent and Christmas, and a good long look and pray with
them will be a wonderful preparation for this holy season.
For the first three of the Tuesdays of Advent (you get let off Christmas
Eve!) we will be meeting for around an hour at 7:30pm in the Parish Centre
to study these prayers, to pray together and to deepen our journey into
Jesus this Advent. Come, o come!
7:30pm on Tuesday 3rd, 10th & 17th December

S. Cyprian’s, Sharpeville
Visit by Father David Dinkebogile
Clive Brown writes:
Fr David, the Vicar of S. Cyprian’s in
Sharpeville, South Africa, will be arriving in
Cambridge as a guest of Little S. Mary’s on the
19th December. He will be with us until the 31st
January.
A number of people in the congregation contributed to his air fare, and
Westcott House has kindly offered him accommodation. He is on
sabbatical, and in need of a well-earned rest, but will be out and about in
the parish, and will, I am sure, welcome any hospitality that people are able
to offer him. He will be at High Mass on Sunday 22nd December, and so
there will be an opportunity to meet him then.
Most will know that S. Cyprian’s is one of the overseas links which we
support. We helped to raise money for a Sunday school building – which
has been named the Little S. Mary’s Building – a picture of which hangs in
the Parish Centre. Sharpeville is an African township about 50 miles south
of Johannesburg and the parish is part of the Diocese of Christ the King,
which stretches from the south of the city down to the Vaal River. It is a
poverty-stricken area, with a lot of social problems, including AIDS.
When Father David wrote to me recently, he said that he was overwhelmed
with the number of funerals he had to conduct. The church is only a few
hundred metres from the site of the Sharpeville Massacre in March 1960
when 69 people were killed at a protest outside the police station there.
I have had the privilege of visiting Father David in Sharpeville on two
occasions, and am looking forward to welcoming him back to Cambridge
where we first met him a number of years ago.
[the coat of arms above is that of the Diocese of Christ the King, South
Africa, of which S. Cyprian’s is a part]

Seeking Volunteers as Church School Governors
We’ve received a letter from a local priest, the Rev. Mike Booker of the
Lordsbridge Team, requesting volunteers to serve as church school
governors. He writes:
In our team of parishes, we have three church schools just west of the city
boundary, each set in a small village and each needing at least one
foundation governor. Being a foundation governor provides a vital chance
for Christian witness and for a Christian ethos to be maintained and
strengthened in each school. In our local congregations, several people
have already completed stretches as governors, and we are struggling to
find people who will be able to make full use of the opening provided by
these vacancies. Rather than cast our nest too wide, and ask locals who
have very limited Christian involvement, I would be really grateful if you
could approach or suggest to me anybody who might be able to take on this
role. The three villages concerned are:
• Coton
• Barton
• Dry Drayton
All schools are happy and positive places, not in crisis, simply in need of
Christian witness.
Fr Robert adds: Do please think seriously about whether you could help children
by being a school governor. It has never been more important that church schools
give a strong witness to God’s love and one of the ways Christian teachers and
heads are strengthened to do this is by having a supportive governing body. To
deny an experience of the Christian faith to children is the spiritual equivalent of
denying them food and drink or shelter and clothing. To refuse them on the
grounds of allowing children to decide for themselves when they grow up is like
allowing them to decide to eat or not when they grow up. Should they decide that
the Christian faith is not for them later they will be free to do so, as (sadly) lots of
children from church schools do. That, however, needs to be an informed and
experienced decision.
If you live in one of the villages around Cambridge or have transport this will not
only be a great service to the school but will be a wonderful deepening of your
own Christian experience and commitment.

Calendar and Intentions
for
December 2013

The list of Thanksgivings and Intercessions offers a focus
for our daily prayer, both at the Offices and Mass,
and in our personal times of prayer.
The Vicar would be glad of suggestions
for additions to the list of daily intentions.

Calendar for December
LM-Low Mass, SM-Sung Mass, HM-High Mass

SUN. 1st

I SUNDAY in ADVENT

Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thu.
Fri.
Sat.

2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th

SUN.
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thu.
Fri.
Sat.

8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th

II SUNDAY in ADVENT
Conception of the B.V.M.: LM 12:30pm; SM 7pm

SUN.
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thu.
Fri.
Sat.

15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st

III SUNDAY in ADVENT

SUN. 22nd
Mon. 23rd
Tue. 24th
11:30pm
WED. 25th
Thu. 26th
Fri.
27th
Sat.
28th

IV SUNDAY in ADVENT

SUN 29th
Mon. 30th

I SUNDAY after CHRISTMAS
In the Octave: LM 10am
In the Octave: LM 10am

Tue

31st

S. Francis Xavier, Priest and Missionary
Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon
S. Nicholas, Bishop
S. Ambrose, Bishop

S. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
S. John of the Cross, Religious & Doctor

Christmas Eve: Candlelight Service, 5.pm; Midnight Mass,
CHRISTMAS DAY: LM, 8am; HM, 10:30am
S. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr: LM, 10.am
S. John, Apostle & Evangelist: LM, 10am
Holy Innocents: LM, 10m

Daily Intentions and Anniversaries of death for
December
Douglas Bird, Brian Jordan 1st

Our Parish & People

Anthony Morcom, Pr. 2nd
3rd
Romo Gorrada 4th
Michael Fisher, Bp. 5th
6th
Michael Barnard 7th

A Holy Advent
The Church in India
Clare College
Our Advent Group
Children suffering in poverty
The Archdiocese of Milan
Our Parish & People
Increased devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary
Archbishop Justin
Those suffering from sickness
Additional Curates Society
Those called to celibacy
Those suffering from doubt
Our Parish & People
The homeless
Those who work in our parish
Those away from home this Advent
Fr. David Dinkebogile & S. Cyprian, Sharpeville
Those struggling financially
New people at the Church this Advent
Our Parish & People
The lonely
Increased joy for the birth of our Saviour
Our Parish & the World
Those persecuted for the Faith
Cambridge Homelessness Project
Unborn Children
Our Parish & People

The Church of England
The work of the Church in 2014

8th
Cyril Hankey, Pr. }9th
Charles Goodhart}
10th
11th
12th
Glyn Daniel, Dennis Peck 13th
14th
Gladys Stockbridge 15th
16th
Jack Grist 17th
18th
David Eric Lawson 19th
Yvonne Masheder 20th
21st
22nd
Ruth Wheatley 23rd
24th
Andrew Nelson Bleackley 25th
26th
Muriel Ellis, Leonard Beard 27th
28th

Leonard Askham, Pr., Peter Walker, Bp. 29th

30th
Muriel Brittain 31st

About the Front Cover Art
From Melissa Guiliano
‘A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall
grow out of his roots’ (Isa. 11:1). Artists have taken creative
inspiration from this passage since at least the eleventh century,
depicting the genealogy of Christ on parchment and paper, in glass
and stone, through the figure of a ‘Jesse tree’. The father of David,
Jesse of Bethlehem, is shown sleeping at the base of a tree or vine or
literally serving as its stump, with shoots coming out of his body.
Solomon and David usually follow, along with a series of other royal
figures (some famous, some infamous, some anonymous), until the
line culminates in Our Lady and the Lord Jesus Christ, often pictured
together as in my image or with Mary on a slightly lower branch. At
times, the lineage is extended backwards, through Luke’s table of
ancestors and other Biblical tables (e.g. 1 Chron. 1-7), to include
figures from the creation of the world.
I have gone in some new directions. In line with the classical
understanding of Old Testament interpretation, all my figures point,
in some way, to Mary and Christ, whereas many medieval images
have passive figures. I have incorporated some seasonal Northern
European imagery, especially holly, ivy and the clear stars of winter.
Finally, I have brought Joseph into this depiction to include the whole
Holy Family. Joseph is, after all, included in the genealogies of
Matthew and Luke, and his place in the lineage of Christ and in the
great drama of redemption remains important, even crucial, though he
was not the father of Christ ‘as was supposed’ (Lk 3:23).
Fr Robert adds: All being well, the stained glass Jesse Tree window at the
west end of the church will have its bottom three panes filled soon!

The Tickell Organ Plays for its First Solo Recording
From Simon Jackson, Director of Music
Last week, just as the boiler broke
down and a wintry chill descended
on the church, we were delighted to
welcome Anne Page to LSM to
record the first solo CD on the
Tickell organ, installed in 2007.
Anne is one of the UK's finest
concert organists, a former member
of the choir, and a great friend of
the church. Her programme was
carefully designed not only to
complement and demonstrate the
range and versatility of what is an
exceptional instrument, but also to
reflect aspects of the life of LSM.
The recording includes David
Liddle's English Organ Mass, a
work inspired by the Merbecke
mass we sing week in week out,
music by the Belgian composer Flor
Peeters to reflect our ecumenical
links with the parish of Chant d'Oiseau, and a number of works by Bach,
Buxtehude and others that elaborate on Marian themes. The CD was
recorded by Regent Records, and will be released next year. This is the
first of two recording projects we are currently undertaking, and in
February Regent will return to the church to record the choir singing a
programme of choral settings of metaphysical poetry, including lyrics by
Crashaw and Herbert.
Neither of these projects would have been possible without a generous
financial donation - which provides me with an opportunity to thank all
who support the music-making at LSM in whatever form that may be:
without such financial support, and without those who generously give
their time and effort, or those who spread the word to friends and relations

to encourage new members to join the choir, music at LSM would be a
shadow of its current state; thank you all.
I hope you all look forward to hearing these two CDs in due course - and, if
you haven't yet purchased your copy of the choir's first CD, a world
première recording of Arthur Somervell's The Passion of Christ, or of Alan
Loader's recording of the previous organ, they'll make perfect Christmas
presents! Copies are available from Patricia Davies, pedavies@tesco.net

A suggestion from the Mothers’ Union magazine Families First:
If you have a Christmas Crib set get it out on Advent Sunday (1 st December this year)
and give it a clean-up. You could ask other members of your family to help. Then
decide where you will set it up. Put the stable and the empty manger there and perhaps one animal. Spread the rest of the figures around different parts of your
house/flat; Mary and Joseph in one room, the shepherds and sheep in another, etc.
Replace the Kings in their box and put them away until Christmas itself, and put the
baby Jesus in a special, safe hiding place close to the stable. Every day between now
and Christmas Mary and Joseph can travel a little closer to the stable. The sheep can
follow the shepherds, moving a little closer too. On the day before Christmas Eve
Mary and Joseph will reach the stable and the shepherds will be nearby too.

Cambridge Churches Homeless Project: some further news
From Lucy McKitterick
As Newsletter readers will know from earlier reports this year, the
Cambridge Churches Homeless Project was due to begin this November
with Little S. Mary’s taking Tuesdays as our night to welcome up to ten
homeless guests for supper and overnight accommodation, as part of a rota
of 7 host churches opening every night this winter.
We hoped in this to be working closely with the existing homeless agencies
in Cambridge, who would operate a referral scheme on our behalf and also
supply each church with a support worker for the early part of the evening
as the churches grew accustomed to welcoming guests on their premises
and to taking responsibility for the safety of everyone involved. Early in
October, however, we heard that the agencies felt that, with the City
Council being very keen not to create additional overnight provision for the
homeless in Cambridge, they would not be able to support us this winter
unless we could find a way to work with the Council under the terms of
their Cold Weather Provision policy. This is a legal requirement for local
councils, and it allows for extra overnight provision to be made on a
weather-forecast contingent basis, at 36 hours’ notice, when the
temperature is due to fall below freezing for three or more consecutive
nights.
At a meeting of representatives from our churches at the end of October,
and in subsequent discussion within the steering group, it was agreed to try
working with the Council on this model on the basis that it will be good for
the churches and volunteers to have even this more limited experience of
welcoming overnight guests. We also thought that practical engagement
with the homeless this winter may help us in gathering information with
which to argue against the Council’s belief that additional overnight
provision is either not needed (because there is already sufficient provision
for the number of street sleepers in the city) or counterproductive (because
it might attract guests from outside Cambridge and put unwelcome strain
on local resources). The CCHP believes that it is unacceptable for anyone,
whatever their circumstances or where they come from, to be obliged to
sleep on the street in any weather (below zero or not), and our involvement

with the Council as partners in Cold Weather Provision this winter is
undertaken on this understanding and in the hope that the experience may
enable us to have a more confident public voice and do more for our guests
next year.
On a practical level this has meant that the start of the project in the
churches has been delayed until January and that, although we are setting
up a rota so as to be prepared should the churches be hosting every night,
many of these nights may have to be called off at 36 hours’ notice if the
weather is not cold enough to meet the Council’s terms. We will be
working closely with other homeless agencies in the scheme, in particular
with Jimmy’s who will be referring guests to us on the nights in question,
and Wintercomfort who will be offering breakfast and shower facilities the
following morning. Meanwhile, please do keep the project in your prayers,
as well as our guests, our volunteers, and the other organisations involved:
it is vitally important that in engagement with the political issues behind
homelessness in Cambridge we do not lose sight of the reasons for which
the CCHP was set up and for which so many churches have expressed their
support. Our compassion cannot be limited by weather forecasts or by
whether someone is local to Cambridge or not. Every homeless person on
our streets is Christ to us (Mt 24:40).

