Little Saint Mary’s, Cambridge

October 2014

NEWSLETTER

In this month’s newsletter, we have an update from our Social Responsibility Group, news about the Parish
Choir’s CD and Summer Tour, more concerts from David Christophersen, a theological reflection on one of
Cambridge’s most frequented tourist stops, and the usual Vicar’s Letter, Prayers, and Intentions.

Highlights of October
Wednesday 1st October
First Wednesday Fellowship Group after 10am Low Mass
Sue Munro talks about poetry. All welcome.
Saturday 4th October
Trip to Northamptonshire
Visiting Canons' Ashby & S. Mary’s, Wellingborough. Places still
available.
Sunday 5th October
Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
Preacher at High Mass:
The Rev’d Prof. Huw Jones
Dean’s Vicar, Gonville & Caius College
and Rural Dean of South Cambridge.
Wednesday 8th October
Monthly Mass of Healing (with anointing and laying on of hands) 10am
Preceded in the Lady Chapel by prayers for the sick at 9:45am.
Saturday 18th October
Feast of S. Luke the Evangelist.
Sung Mass 10am.
Sunday 26th October
Lunch for new and returning students after the 10:30am High Mass.
Tuesday 28th October
Feast of Ss. Simon & Jude, Apostles
Low Mass 7:45am, Sung Mass 7pm.
Early notice:
The 2014 Michael Ramsey Lecture
Monday 10th November 5:15pm
“Gore, Guns and God: Bishop Charles Gore (1853-1932)”
given by the Rev’d Dr Peter Waddell,
Dean of Chapel at the University of Winchester

Please send articles for November’s Newsletter to
melissaguiliano@gmail.com by 20th October
From the Vicar
Our Lady of Walsingham, 2014.

Dear Brothers and Sisters
‘For everything there is a season’, writes the author of the Old Testament book
Ecclesiastes. In a deeply liturgical parish like ours, this should not be a surprise,
as the church’s year is reflected constantly in the worship, decoration and music.
The church year is also designed with the calendar year in mind, as Christmas (the
birth of the new light of Jesus Christ) comes at almost the darkest moment of the
year, while Lent reflects the new growth of springtime and so on. Seasons and
practices start and stop, rise and fall.
Yet the church is often bad at realising that there are times and seasons for other
things too. When certain things stop we can regard this as a disaster, working on
the principle that once something has started it must never cease and, if it does,
this is a sign of failure. Friday lunch has been operating for nearly twenty years,
but in recent times the numbers attending have slumped, people haven’t wanted to
cook the lunch, and the trickle of homeless people coming has dried up. It is time
to stop it. It served a wonderful purpose for almost two decades, but now we
move on. We should also note that with a charitable lunch happening next door at
Emmanuel (from which those in need can be fed for free) there is still plenty of
opportunity for fellowship after the 12:30pm Friday Mass. It is important,
however, to thank those who for so long maintained this lovely ministry,
especially Paul Huskinson, Lucy McKitterick and successive Pastoral Assistants.
Equally, when the mental health drop-in centre on Trumpington Street closed a
few years ago, Fr Greany (who was chaplain to the centre) offered hospitality at
LSM to two of the groups that met there. Over the years, numbers attending these
have dwindled, and first the Monday y Spirituality Group and now the Wednesday
Play-reading Group have been wound up. Again, they provided important support
and encouragement over a number of years for those who came, and I want to pay
tribute to Malcolm Munro and the various Pastoral Assistants who maintained
these projects and gave generously of their time and energy in support.
By the same token, as those projects have drawn to a close, so new ones have
begun: the Cambridge Churches’ Homelessness Project; the Forum lunch for the
elderly and their carers; and I’m looking forward to Christine Bishop (Fr Mark’s

wife) beginning a new group using her gifts and knowledge from the world of
mental health medicine.
An examination of the Scriptures shows us the Lord moving on from town to town
and ministering where He could and where He was needed. There were plenty of
examples of His ceasing to work with one group and starting with another, as well
as continuous themes, such as concern for the ill, outcast, poor and vulnerable.
How He responded to their needs depended on the time and context. Sometimes a
simple word from afar, other times mixing soil and spit, or dealing directly with
the person in need. Equally, the history of the church is full of examples of
religious orders which began and then ended (doing great work in their time) and
the church setting up camp (as it were) in one place when there was need and then
moving or changing when this need changed. While the churches that dot the
British landscape are wonderful testimonies to the faithfulness and permanence of
God, they can also encourage us to forget that what was needed in the fifteenth
century may not be needed in the twenty-first. The martyrs did not build churches
out of nostalgia or as aesthetes but as places of worship.
We should be reminded when we change jobs or move house or have some other
change in our lives that this does not negate what went before. Good work is still
good work, and when we move on, it does not fall away. One of the problems
with the modern notion of progress is its tendency to denigrate what happened in
the past and believe that the future is all there is. Blessed John Henry Newman
famously said that ‘to live is to change and to be perfect is to change often.’ One
of the tasks of our prayers is the discernment of what is permanent and what can
be changed and then to work out how to change it. This is not just true for the
business of the church, but for our own lives more generally. ‘Is this new thing
true to our values or a departure from them?’ Only patience and attentiveness to
the Lord will (and that slowly) reveal the truth to us.
With my love and prayers, I am,
yours in the Lord,

Fr Robert.
For our prayers
Savitri Perera died in late July but we only heard of her death in September. She
was an active member of the congregation in the 1980s and 90s. Originally from
Sri Lanka, in her flowing robes she brought a touch of exoticism to our communal
life. When she cooked for a Friday lunch we would be regaled with all manner of
oriental flavours. I f you were lucky enough to be entertained at her house, you

might be offered dishes garnished with a little doll or real edible silver foil. She
was very much a quiet person with a concern for others but sometimes she could
get cross – woe betide the driver of a delayed bus! She was a devout person given
to lighting candles before Our Lady and whose concern for the departed played a
large part in her spirituality. Many were the names on the lists she handed in for
our prayers at All Soulstide, but, often being long and of eastern origin, their
pronunciation did pose something of a challenge for the clergy! May she, with all
the departed for whom she prayed, rest in peace and rise in glory.
Fr Nigel Hancock is making a good recovery from his fall and is now home.
Cynthia Clayton, after a recent fall, has decided to move into the Hilton Park
Nursing Home in Bottisham where she can have more help. She is in excellent
spirits. Donald Clough is presently in hospital after a nasty fall and is now very
frail. We keep him especially in our prayers.

Cambridge Churches Homeless Project: an update
from Lucy McKitterick

Last winter seven churches in Cambridge took turns to offer supper and shelter for
the night in our church buildings to people sleeping rough in the city. We ran for
a total of 29 nights in partnership with the City Council's provision for especially
harsh weather, and were able to make a difference to a good number of people by
our hospitality and friendly welcome.
This winter we are hoping to expand the project and run for three months JanuaryMarch, three cold months, and work more closely with Jimmy's by offering our
own floor space to people with whom they are currently unable to work as they do
not have capacity for them. For this we will need volunteers, some to cook
supper, and others willing to stay at church overnight (with sleep in shifts). LSM
hosts the project on Tuesday nights, but we also offer volunteers to the churches
hosting other nights of the week, so any night which works for you will be a help
to us. Last year's experience showed that this is a wonderful opportunity to
engage with people we might never otherwise meet, and to use our church
building for an ecumenical project in practical Christian service of those in need.
If you would like to be involved, or would like to know more, please speak to:
Andrew Ellis (andrew.ellis@uclmail.net)
or myself (l.r.mckitterick.01@cantab.net).
Later this autumn we are hoping to host a supper in the Parish Centre for anyone
interested: please watch the weekly pew-sheet for details!

On Sunday 2nd November, the Feast of the Dedication of LSM, we welcome as our preacher the
new Archdeacon of Cambridge the Venerable Dr Alex Hughes. After Mass we will continue to
welcome him with a festival lunch in the Parish Centre. Tickets £9/£5 under-16s (three courses
with wine), from Lucy McKitterick or Christine Tipple, all proceeds towards this year’s
Christmas trees and flowers. Come and meet our new Archdeacon and help make our church
beautiful under the scaffolding for Christmas this year.

Social Responsibility Group – Prison Fellowship
From Andrew Ellis

The social responsibility group at LSM supports the Prison Fellowship charity whose mission is ‘to
see that every prisoner has access to support and prayer, and to show Christ’s love to prisoners by
coming alongside them and supporting them.’
There are three main programmes that form the basis of their work: the Sycamore Tree programme,
which teaches the principles of restorative justice; the Angel Tree programme, which supports
prisoners in their family relationships by providing a way for prisoners to buy Christmas presents for
their children; and a letter writing programme.
Here at LSM we are mainly involved in fund-raising for the Angel Tree programme. Prisoners who
are allowed access to their children are given the opportunity to apply for a Christmas present to be
sent to them. Angel Tree volunteers then raise funds and work with churches and prison chaplains to
buy and deliver the Christmas presents. Each gift is sent as though it is from the parent in prison and
a personal message written by the parent for the child is included with the gift. If the parent wishes,
a Christian story book can also be sent.
There is also an Angel Tree Mother’s Day programme, which provides a way for young offenders to
send their Mum a card and gift on Mother’s Day.
The Angel Tree programme also includes ‘Family Days’ run at prison throughout the year. Parents
get to spend the day with their children and Angel Tree provides a way for the prisoner to give a gift
to their child as part of this day.
The work is very important – there are around 200,000 children in England and Wales with a parent
in prison. Roughly one in 15 children will experience their fathers' imprisonment before they leave
school. Angel Tree is a simple way to help prisoners keep contact with their families, and it has
been shown that family contact during imprisonment can drastically reduce reoffending rates.
If you would like to know more please speak to me andrew.ellis@uclmail.net or visit
www.prisonfellowship.org.uk

Calendar and Intentions
for
October 2014

The list of Thanksgivings and Intercessions offers a focus
for our daily prayer, both at the Offices and Mass,
and in our personal times of prayer.
The Vicar would be glad of suggestions or
additions to the list of daily intention

Calendar for October

LM-Low Mass, SM-Sung Mass, HM-High Mass

Wed.
Thu.
Fri.
Sat.

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

S. Remigius, bishop & missionary
The Holy Guardian Angels
of the Sacred Heart
S. Francis of Assisi, deacon & religious

SUN.
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thu.
Fri.
Sat.

5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
S. Faith, martyr.

SUN.
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thu.
Fri.
Sat.

12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
S. Edward the Confessor

SUN.
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thu.
Fri.

19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY

Sat.

25th

Ss Crispin and Crispinian, martyrs

SUN.
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thu.
Fri.

26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

NINETEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY

S. Denys, bishop, and Companions, martyrs
S. Paulinus, bishop & missionary
S. Ethelburga, abbess

S. Theresa of Avila, religious & doctor
Nicholas Ridley and Hugh Latimer, bishops & martyrs
S. Ignatius of Antioch, bishop & martyr
S. Luke, Evangelist: SM 10am

of Unity
of the BVM
of Requiem

Ss. Simon and Jude, apostles: LM 7:45am, SM 7pm
James Hannington, bishop & martyr

Daily Intentions and Anniversaries of death for October
The Church in France

David Walser, pr., Lester Vellanoweth, Audrey Gulland
1st
That we may ask for our Angel’s assistance
2nd
A deeper sense of God’s love for us
3rd
The Franciscan Order
Magda Phillips 4th
Our Parish & People
John Wade 5th
Christians in Iraq
Elizabeth Knight 6th
New students
Irina Findlow, Peter le Huray, Derek Hulyer 7th
The sick
8th
True companionship
9th
Revival of Christianity in the north east
10th
Vocations to the religious life
11th
Our Parish & People
H.M. the Queen
The homeless
Spiritual directors and confessors
Ridley Hall
A deeper love for the Eucharis
The sick

Geraldine Adams 12th
13th
Eric Horne 14th
Isabel Furley, Thomas Timmins 15th
16th
Bertie Clough 17th
Frederick Linsey 18th

Our Parish & People
19th
The Friends of LSM
Percy Poulter, Alice Royston 20th
Christian theologians
Norman Cruttwell, pr. 21st
Christian Unity
Winifred Staples, Jennifer Moseley 22nd
The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham
Frederick Waring 23rd
Faithful departed
Meredith Dewey, pr., Robert Wolverson, Freddie Webber,
24th
Patricia Nutbrown
Local shops and businesses
25th
26th
Margot Fynes-Clinton, Michael Jackson, pr.
27th
Those who despair
Patricia Chopourian 28th
Church Missionary Society
Beatrice Bicheno 29th
Rural Deanery of Cambridge South
Edith Lock 30th
Those involved with the occult
Richard Crowden, Charles Holland 31st
Our Parish & People
Local MPs and Councillors

Exciting year planned for LSM Choir
from Dr Simon Jackson, Director of Music
As a new academic year begins, the choir’s schedule is already starting to look full of
exciting plans for the coming months. Please support the choir on their visit to sing
evensong in Jesus College Chapel on Saturday 22 November (St Cecilia’s Day) at
6:30pm. In the middle of term, we are thrilled to be welcoming the Scottish composer
James MacMillan, who has generously agreed to lead the choir in rehearsal. His music is
deeply enriched by his Catholic faith, and – for all his international reputation – he is
passionate about music at a parish level: it will be fascinating to see him work with the
musicians who contribute so much to our liturgy at LSM. We are also looking forward to
the release of the Choir’s second CD which will be on sale soon (in time for Christmas!)
And, at the end of the year, the choir will be travelling to Prague to sing a series of
concerts and services in the city. This is the first time the choir has been on an
international tour for a decade, and is a really exciting development in the life of LSM and
its choir.
Touring is, though, a costly business, so do
please support the choir in their fundraising efforts over the year. Fortunately,
that shouldn’t be too much of a chore:
plans are afoot for bake-sales, wine-tasting
sessions, even an Eve of All Saints Quiz
(see elsewhere in this newsletter!) And
please speak directly to me if you would
like to know more about ways to support
the choir and the music at LSM in its dayto-day running.
Nobody is more aware than I am of the huge commitment members of the choir make in
order to provide music each week at LSM – and I’d like to take the opportunity now of
thanking them publicly for what they do; and thanking you all for your continued support
of their hard work.

BAKE SALE!
On Sunday 5 October, the Choir will sell homemade baked goods after
Mass in the Parish Centre to enjoy with your coffee/tea or to take away for
your Sunday Lunch. Your kind donations will help towards raising costs
for their Tour to Prague in July.
th

Turn your online shopping into donations for Little St Mary's!
from Jo Wibberley
Do you shop online? Did you know that every time you buy something you could be
raising money for LSM? Over 2,700 well-known retailers, including Amazon, John
Lewis, eBay and Tesco, will donate a small percentage of what you spend to LSM. It's a
really simple process; all you have to do is: register at
www.easyfunweasyfundraising.org.uk
and select Little St Mary's Church, Cambridge. So far, we have 19 supporters who have
raised £383.42.
You can also install the free Find & Remind toolbar to show you a little reminder every
time a donation is available while you are shopping. Also, by using Easysearch 50p is
donated by each search. By 9th September we had 12,344 searches amounting to £103.74.
Already registered? Spread the word to family and friends to let them know just how easy
it is!
A coffee morning will be held on Tuesday 28th October, 10am-12 noon at the Village Café,
The Jubilee Pavilion, Stapleford in aid of The Friends of Whitworth House (a charity
which LSM supports) There will be a Raffle and Bring and Buy.

David Christophersen returns to LSM
from Jane Phillips
We are delighted to welcome David Christophersen back to LSM for a 2014-15 series of
six Saturday lunchtime piano concerts. Each 45-minute concert presents one of
Beethoven's early piano sonatas in conjunction with masterpieces by Schumann, Schubert,
Chopin, Ravel, Messaien, and a transcription by A lkan of one of Mozart's greatest
piano concerti. The first two recitals take place on 11th October and 8th November 2014
at 1:15pm Tickets on the door, £8adults, £4-concessions.
From David: "The 11th October recital opens with Beethoven's vivacious F minor sonata
op. 2/1. By turns poised, witty, lyrical and virtuosic, it is a brilliant young man's statement
of intent at the outset of his career.
"The main work in the recital is Schumann's Kreisleriana, a cycle of eight dazzling
vignettes, evoking Kapellmeister Kreisler, the central figure in E.T.A Hoffmann's satirical
novel Die Lebensansichten des Katers Murr. Kreisler is the embodiment of eccentric,
romantic genius, transported by his creative and emotional ecstasies. He is brilliant, tender
and absurd – though not as absurd as his pet Tomcat Murr, whose musings on his own
artistic and feline greatness are a central part of the novel, and the source of all the
underlying playfulness in Schumann's homage to Kreisler. Schumann's music is
beguilingly humane and tender.”

The Time Consumer
from Ruth Jackson
There’s an imposing clock which dominates a corner of Corpus Christi College at the
point where Trumpington Street becomes King’s Parade. It’s been there a little while
now, and many Cambridge residents and students are accustomed to rushing on past it.
This is not only out of care to avoid the jostling elbows, backpacks and camera flashes of
over-keen tourists, but also because of the clock’s ostensibly limited usefulness as a
timepiece. Indeed, although its designer John Taylor famously raised £1 million for its
construction, this amount is lost on numerous passers-by, who, seeing no hands or dials,
struggle to fathom the time of day from the gold-plated, LED-encrusted, concentric rings
on the device’s face, which has been crafted to resemble a spinning shield. Nevertheless,
on the rare occasion that one isn’t thwarted by the crowds, punt touts, tour guides and oneway traffic, it can be a fruitful exercise to pause in front of the Corpus Clock and consider
its design. This is because it represents a set of attitudes about the nature of time and our
relationship to it – attitudes that Christians will find contentious.
First, for instance, there’s the grotesque mechanical grasshopper that crawls along the top
of the device, converting the motion of the clock’s pendulum into the rotational motion of
the large cog that it pulls around with its feet. Taylor has dubbed this creature the Chronophage, a name which in plain English might be rendered as the Time Consumer (derived
from a Greek word for time – χρόνος – and a Greek verb for eating – φάγω). As this metal
insect creeps around the clock with its mouth open, seeming to gobble up the passing
minutes and hours, its message is that time is something we, the audience, are running out
of, and will eventually cease to enjoy. In turn, it conveys the notion to be anxious about
the inexorable march of time, and the direction of time’s arrow. In the light of the
Chronophage's appetite, time is precious, scarce, and thus something we should manage
with scrupulous efficiency.
Second – although this feature is a far less dramatic – there is an inscription at the foot of
the device, taken from the Vulgate script of 1 John 2:17. It reads ‘Et mundus transit et
concupiscentia eius’, which translates as ‘The world passeth away, and the lust thereof’.
Taken together with our crawling, grasshopper time-gobbler, this statement about global
mortality leaves the viewer with negative images of time, and an impression that our relationship with it is by nature an anxious, difficult, or tense one. It is no surprise to hear that
John Taylor’s reported intention was to remind students, shoppers, and passers-by that
time is the enemy
Taylor’s emphatic (and ever so slightly sinister) language here, together with the deliberate
theatrics of the Chronophage, suggest that the clock is styled to be an interruptive piece of
art – a device, in other words, which is able to shock its viewers, and to disrupt their usual
ways of thinking. Nevertheless, the viewer might question whether the clock’s anxious
and utility-driven portrayal of time is really all that foreign to Cambridge’s many efficient,
driven, and anxious residents. Indeed, for the hurried passer-by, the busy shopper, or the

fraught student, the Chronophage perhaps presents an image that it is possible to relate to
all too easily. To look at, and to assent yes, this is how I feel about time.
It is at this point, then, that in response to these prevalent ideas about time that Taylor’s
clock perpetuates, a Christian might come forward to suggest the more radical nature of
the theological perspective on this issue. For while it’s true that the Corpus Clock is in scribed with a passage from Scripture, it’s significant that Taylor has clipped it, so that the
second half of the verse – which gives it its theological resonance – does not appear. In
full, 1 John 2:17 actually reads: ‘The world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but whoever does the will of God abides for ever’. And so whereas according to the clock’s portrayal, the nature of time is bound up exclusively with notions of transience and imper manence, the theological framework offered by scripture suggests instead that it is futile
for us humans to order our desires merely in terms of the material world and its objects.
To put it another way, the verse explains that it is only fitting for people to be anxious
about the passage of time, if they assume that life’s meaning relates to the amount of
worldly goods they have stored up, or the level of popularity they have achieved.
In the light of this scriptural message that our desires should be directed towards doing the
will of God, we are thus encouraged to refrain from imagining time primarily as a scarce
resource – as something that we should worry about running out of. Rather, we are taught
that our basic impression of it should be that it is an aspect to God’s creation that He es teemed to be good. Time isn’t necessarily our enemy (despite regular feelings to the contrary). It is that through which we grow into ourselves.

About the Cover Art
from Melissa Guiliano
Ghosts, goblins, monsters, candy. That’s what most people in the States think about when you
mention Hallowe'en. It’s even what springs to my mind. I won’t pretend to dislike ‘American’
Hallowe'en, but the lack of relationship between the popular observance of the holiday and the
Christian one is something that fascinates me. There was one year, though, when both observances
were in view at a service I attended in Boston. In the Episcopal Church, there is an optional ‘Service
for All Hallows' Eve’, with some incredibly strange readings, including my favourite: the Witch of
Endor’s summoning of the spirit of the prophet Samuel (1 Samuel 28:3–25). After commanding all
the necromancers and witches to leave Israel, Saul goes to consult one in his desperation and agony
over losing the kingdom to David, owing to his own disobedience. He is tortured by his loss. And
what is his solution? More disobedience! Oddly enough, the witch herself ends up comforting Saul,
even though she realises his identity. I’ve tried to capture a bit of this in the cover image. It is the
witch who is the figure of power, while the ‘royal’ Saul cowers in the dust. This is a weird story,
raising more questions than answers: one that tends to make theologians antsy. But for me it
summons up a variety of themes that are repeated elsewhere in the newsletter: the temporary
character of life, the contrast between obedience and disobedience, the possibility of eternal rest and
glory. The connection between all these is summed up in the Episcopal Church’s collect for the day.
‘Almighty and everliving God, You have made all things in Your wisdom and established the
boundaries of life and death: Grant that we may obey Your voice in this world, and in the world to
come may enjoy that rest and peace which You have appointed for Your people, through Jesus
Christ who is Resurrection and Life, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.’

