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NEWSLETTER

This month we have from the choir two Bake Sales plus a Sing-a-long with the Sound
of Music, support for Whitworth House, volunteers needed for Prison Fellowship and
a reflection on music and the divine written by a choir member, details of various
ordinations, not to forget the usual Vicar’s letter, prayers and intentions.

Highlights of May
st

Friday 1 May
Ss Philip & James, Apostles
Low Mass 12:30pm, Sung Mass 7pm.
Wednesday 6th May
First Wednesday Fellowship Group
After the 10am Mass Zachary Guiliano speaks about the early church fathers.
Sunday 10th May
Rogation Sunday
We ‘beat the bounds’ of the parish after High Mass, praying for all who live and
work within its boundaries.
Christian Aid Week begins – pick up an envelope from church
Wednesday 13th May
Monthly Healing Mass
10am with laying-on of hands and anointing with holy oil. It is preceded at
9:45 by silent prayer for those who are ill. All welcome to this quiet but powerful
service.
Thursday 14th May
Ascension Day
Low Mass 7:45am, High Mass 7pm. We pray also for Canon Martin Seeley of
Westcott House who is being consecrated Bishop of St Edmundsbury & Ipswich
that day.
Sunday 24th May
Pentecost
Celebrate the birthday of the church and the end of the Fifty Days of Easter.
Tuesday 26th May
Society of Mary and LSM May Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
7pm. We welcome Bishop Rowan Williams to preach.
Advance Notice:
Corpus Christi – Thursday 4th June
The Day of Thanksgiving for Holy Communion
7pm High Mass at S. Bene’t’s
followed by procession to LSM ending with Benediction (followed by
refreshments).

From the Vicar
25th April 2015
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
A week on Thursday (from when I’m writing this) we will elect a new House of
Commons and many new local authorities. It is a Christian duty to vote, even if
all you feel able to do is spoil your ballot paper and express your dismay at all the
candidates!
Christians have been notoriously unpopular with politicians since the beginning,
given that we are disloyal to party programmes and a package-deal approach to
politics generally. Successive Roman Emperors took to persecuting Christians for
their failure to fall in line with current policy, and when Henry II in exasperation
at Thomas Becket asked ‘Will no one rid me of this turbulent priest?’ he probably
spoke for politicians of many generations. Margaret Thatcher thought the bishops
of the Church of England in the 1980s to be dangerously Marxist, and Tony Blair
felt the sharp end of episcopal disapproval when he invaded Iraq. David Cameron
is a Christian and Ed Miliband and Nick Clegg are atheists but that may be no
indication of for whom we should vote.
The drawback for Christians is that whichever party we vote for will disappoint us
in some way, not least because Christianity simply does not map easily onto the
conventional spectrum of left-right. Moreover, while all Christians agree on the
need to reduce poverty, for example, there is a range of views concerning the
appropriate political policies to make this happen. This is true across a number of
areas where Christians agree on the aim but not on how practically to achieve it.
Fundamentally, we will make for awkward bedfellows with politicians because
whatever policies are adopted will only ameliorate conditions from Christianity’s
perspective. With the Cross at the centre of our faith we recognise that nothing
short of a revolution – the repentance of every heart – will bring lasting change to
society. While we work and pray for that, in the end it is a gift from God and the
vision of a new heaven and a new earth at the end of time in the Book of
Revelation sees this coming down out of heaven from God, not achieved by
human efforts – not even Christian ones!
One of the ways we witness to transformation as a gift from God is at Corpus
Christi, when we take a small disc of bread to the streets and proclaim that it is in
this humble substance that Jesus Christ, God and man, dwells and fills with His
fullness. We proclaim a new politics, heralded by Mary in her Magnificat – the

exaltation of the humble and meek, the filling of the hungry with good things –
which is made real in Jesus Christ in the Bread of the Eucharist. Here He exalts
the lowly substance of wheat and fills the spiritually hungry. What happens at
Mass is what is to happen in the rest of our lives.
Corpus Christi this year (always the first Thursday after Trinity Sunday) is on 4 th
June, and we are going to try something new. Mass will be at 7pm at S. Bene’t’s
(celebrated by me; the Vicar of S. Bene’t’s as Deacon) and then we will process
through the streets ending at LSM with Benediction (given by the Vicar of S.
Bene’t’s, with me as Deacon). The ordinands of Westcott House will join us, and I
pray this will be a wonderful collective act of witness and love for many people to
see. Our normal procession, while edifying the drinkers at the Mill, doesn’t quite
have the impact we’d like. Hopefully this will. Don’t forget to put this date and
time in your diary.
Praying with you, then, for all those standing for election and for the
transformation of society by our Eucharistic Lord, I am,
Yours lovingly in Him,
Fr Robert.

People for our Prayers
Please keep Laurence Fletcher and all the residents of the Hope Nursing
Home on Brooklands Avenue in your prayers as they and their families
fight the threat of closure which the home faces. We pray for Sally Head
and Julia Norman as they continue with their treatment for cancer. We
continue to pray for Fr Jeremy Bunting, suffering from cancer and
dementia and being cared for by both the Cherry Hinton Care Home and
Addenbrooke's Hospital. If you know of others for whom prayers are
needed don’t hesitate to let the Vicar know (vicar@lsm.org.uk)

Baking Our Way to Prague!

Sundays 3rd and 31st May - Bake Sales after Mass
The Choir of LSM would like to give thanks for all the support and generosity the
congregation has shown over the past eight months. Without your kind donations
and thoughtful prayers, they would be unable to go on tour this July.
If you would like to learn more about the choir’s plans, or if you wish to make a
donation to the tour fund, please do talk to Simon Jackson or Tricia Davies
directly, email: directorofmusic@lsm.org.uk

ON SALE NOW! £10, sold after every Sunday Mass and Choral Service:

Contact: Patricia Davies, pedavies@tesco.net 01223 234791
Director of Music, directorofmusic@lsm.org.uk
or any choir member.

BUY ONLINE! www.lsm.org.uk/worship/music/cds.html

Calendar and Intentions
for
May 2015

The list of Thanksgivings and Intercessions offers a focus
for our daily prayer, both at the Offices and Mass,
and in our personal times of prayer.
The Vicar would be glad of suggestions or
additions to the list of daily intention.

Calendar for May

LM-Low Mass, SM-Sung Mass, HM-High Mass

Fri
Sat

1st
2nd

Ss Philip & James, Apostles. LM 12:30pm, SM 7pm
S. Athanasius, Bishop & Doctor

SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
English Saints & Martyrs of the Reformation

SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (Rogation Sunday)
Rogation Day
Rogation Day
Rogation Day
ASCENSION DAY LM 7:45am, HM 7pm
S. Matthias (transferred) L.M 12.:30pm, S.M 7pm

SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (1st after Ascension)

SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu

24th
25th
26th
27th
28th

PENTECOST
The Venerable Bede, Religious & Doctor
S. Augustine of Canterbury

Fri
Sat

29th
30th

Josephine Butler, Social Reformer

SUN

31st

TRINITY SUNDAY

Julian of Norwich

S. Dunstan, Bishop
Alcuin of York, Deacon & Abbot
S. Helena, Protector of the Holy Places

Lanfranc, Archbishop & Religious

Daily Intentions and Anniversaries of death for May
Cicely Gibson 1st
Richard Masheder, pr. 2nd

Teachers
All Missionaries
Our Parish & People
All Martyrs
LSM Junior Choir
First Wednesday Fellowship Group
Candidates in the General Election
Christian Mystics
Ecumenism
Our Parish & People
For those who have left the Faith
Those suffering from Dementia
Healing
All people to acknowledge Christ as Lord
Those selected for Theological Training
Our Home Communicants

3rd
4th
Barbara Chamier 5th
6th
7th
8th
Loïs Rayner, Deaconess 9th
10th
Arthur Mickle 11th
12th
Charles Perrin 13th
14th
15th
Sarah Marriot White 16th

Our Parish & People Constance Rosedale, Gwendolen Plumley, Elsie Dolby 17th
Peace in the Holy Land
Arthur Walter Cuff 18th
Archbishop of Canterbury
Helen Paton 19th
Increase in Diaconal vocations
20th
Jimmy’s Cambridge
Ethel Gibbons 21st
Friends of Little S. Mary’s
Herbert John Edwin Burrell, pr. 22nd
Food banks
23rd
Our Parish & People
Churches in the North East
Benedictine Monks
Society of Mary
Church Musicians
Whitworth House
Social Workers
Our Parish & People

24th
Hugh Maycock, pr. 25th
Margaret Verney 26th
27th
Eileen Cope, Frank Hollick, 28th
John Bagley, pr.
William John Dempsey, Roy John Abraham 29th
30th
Liz Fretten 31st

Whitworth House
from Tim Wheatley
Whitworth House is a hostel for homeless young women in Chesterton Road. It
resulted from a long fund-raising effort by a group of women, of which my wife
was one., to purchase and equip the House. It opened in 1998 and the group
which raised the money for the House continued as a charity called “the Friends of
Whitworth House”. The house is managed and run by a housing association, but
the Friends offer additional support to the residents. Because of the strong
personal connection there has been a long-standing informal link between Little S.
Mary’s and Whitworth House.
Recently Sarah Martin led an effort to raise the funding to enable an extension to
be built offering “move-on” accommodation to help the transition for residents to
wholly independent living. An opening reception and a service of blessing were
led by the Rev'd Ank Rigelsford. Sarah Martin cut the opening ribbon.
Fund-raising for the Friends continued with a Ceilidh at S. Paul's Church, which
was sold out: many other people have helped to support the Friends over the year,
including a team who put on a Coffee Morning in Stapleford, and many
individuals and organisations.
During the year the whole house was redecorated inside.
working party to replant the garden.

There was also a

The Charity supported the residents by financing travel to work and college and
purchasing a bicycle for one young woman. New computer facilities are up and
running in the lounge area; and a new washing machine is being bought to
increase the laundry facilities; the Friends also helped out with things like CRB
checks and other documents to help the residents gain employment. Cookery
lessons are still going, and the social evenings have been popular too with the
residents.
The social evenings have highlighted a need for some personal training to help the
residents think about how they present themselves. In addition the Friends are
planning an adventure day for the residents in May half term. They are looking
towards financing an art project for the residents, to help them with their co-

operation skills, build their self-esteem and eventually put their own art on
the walls in the house to give them a greater sense of belonging. The
Friends are also looking at a social enterprise kind of venture that the
Cambridge Hub is organising to help develop their skills.

Prison Fellowship: Letter writing and Sycamore Tree project
from Andrew Ellis
The social responsibility group at Little S. Mary’s supports the work of the
Prison Fellowship and there is an opportunity to get more directly involved
in their work either through letter-writing or through working as a
volunteer with the Sycamore Tree project.
About letter writing, the Prison Fellowship say:
"Prisoners often feel extremely lonely and isolated, and many have lost
touch with their family and friends on the outside. We believe that
something as simple as writing letters can make a huge difference to the
lives of prisoners. A letter might be the only communication a prisoner
receives and can provide huge encouragement and a link to the outside
world."
The Sycamore Tree Project is concerned with teaching the principles of
restorative justice. It is taught in prisons in small groups by Prison
Fellowship volunteers, including one tutor and several small group
facilitators. Prisoners explore the effects of crime on victims, offenders
and the community, and discuss what it would mean to take responsibility
for their personal actions.
There are volunteering opportunities available with the Sycamore Tree
project. Please contact Andrew Ellis, andrew.ellis@uclmail.net
if you would like to know how to contact the organisation.

The song of His delight: sacred music, human and divine
from Zachary Guiliano
The Lord will rejoice over thee with singing.
This passage from the book of the Prophet Zephaniah is not especially well
known, nor reflected on. But to those who listen, it resounds with all the
intensity of the tightly-drawn bow and string; it speaks of the deep harmony
of the world, held together, not only by the word of God's power, but also
by the song of His delight. And to those who sing, what can this passage
be but an affirmation of the musician's joy? For if the Lord God sings, who
would dare be silent? Let not the stones cry out in our place — though they
will if they must.
The great current of His song is as a drone undergirding all music. I t does
not overwhelm the melody of the singer, nor the words. It enables them,
and it links every moment of every song, even when the singer's tune and
verse grow melismatic, wandering and pressing against established
boundaries and order, waxing wordily, swelling raucously, or even fading
into frail forgetfulness. Those moments, however, when words and music,
verse and melody return deliberately to that original song: these are a
clearer echo of the great Maker's music, as the heart of creation turns to its
Creator's calling voice. Here the current of His song becomes a 'river that
makes glad the city of God', as the Psalmist cries; it surges into a torrent of
delight, where 'they shall be satisfied with the plenteousness of Thy house,
and Thou shalt give them drink of Thy pleasures, as out of the river. For
with Thee is the well of life; and in Thy light, we see light'.
We experience something of that plenteousness in this place, Sunday after
Sunday, feast after feast: we see light. This is a place of clearer music,
where 'psalms and hymns and spiritual songs' are offered, as we 'sing and
make melody to the Lord in our hearts', to borrow the words of Paul. This
is a place where the echo of the Maker's singing may be heard, indeed,
where it may be experienced and joined, where soul unites with soul and
voice with voice in the animating Spirit of the Lord, where holy prayer and
praise is wont to be made. And we are very fortunate in this: not every
parish is so blessed with singers both young and old and in-between, all of
whom are dedicated to the ministry of Word and Sacrament. Nor is every
parish blessed to have enthusiastic supporters of its music.

It is clear why the practice of music sometimes falters: the production of
human song, unlike divine, requires effort and time, things that often seem
in short supply. Singers must be present, time spent, schedules made, texts
and tunes chosen, money allocated. And none of this happens in a vacuum:
those involved must choose this activity (and not that), they must dedicate
themselves to this work with heart and soul, mind and body.
But, oh the results!
I was asked in a recent interview in my ordination discernment process
'how it was' that I embodied my worship of God as Trinity. And I knew
immediately how I would respond, because I feel something of that
Trinitarian life in our worship: I feel it in the connection of word and breath
and voice as I join my heart with others. For every Sunday, when we sing
the Psalms, when we sing the 'Glory be', when we sing the Sanctus, I not
only know that I have joined the primeval music, but I feel that music in
my own body, rising up like a fountain in the Spirit and in the Word, as we
offer prayer to the Father. In that moment, I know that the life of the
Trinity, its original song, has reached down to this place in the course of its
eternal journey through all created reality: it has been heard and it has been
joined; it has swept us up in its wake. And I know what is true when the
singing becomes sacramental, when I am quickened to life by its sound. I
know that 'I will praise the Lord as long as I live, I will sing to my God as
long as I have my being'.
This is a truth to be embraced. So 'praise
the Lord in the timbrel and dance'. 'Lift up
your voice like a trumpet.' 'Play skilfully
upon the harp.' 'Sing praise unto Him with
the lute, and the instrument of ten strings'.
Do not allow the song to go silent in this
place, but let us continue to foster and direct
our music to the honour of Him who 'taught
all strings'.
Who knows? Perhaps a few other hearts
will be transformed and attuned to the song
that lies under and binds together all things.

ORDINATIONS
It’s a wonderful thing that LSM continues to
nurture vocations to the ordained ministry of
the Church. Please pray for our brothers and
sisters being ordained on or around the Feast
of S. Peter and Paul 2015:
Tanya Hockley – former Pastoral Assistant
Tanya is to be ordained Priest on 4 th June
(Corpus Christi) at 7:30pm at All Saints',
Hove. She will celebrate Mass for the first
time the next day 5th June at 7:30pm at S.
Luke’s, Stone Cross. We will keep her
especially in our prayers as we celebrate
Corpus Christi at LSM. Tanya would be
especially delighted to see LS. people at her
first Mass.
Let her know if you intend to come:
tanyahockley1989@hotmail.co.uk
Keyvan Cyrus – ordinand on attachment 2012-14
Keyvan is to be made Deacon on Sunday 28 th June at 10am at Lichfield
Cathedral. He is going to be Assistant Curate of the Parish of S. Michael
the Archangel, Tividale, in the Diocese of Lichfield. All are very welcome
to his ordination.
Nicole Kinrade – ordinand on placement during Lent Term 2015
Nicole is to be made Deacon on Saturday 27 th June at 4pm at Chichester
Cathedral. She is going to be Assistant Curate of the Parishes of Ditchling,
Streat and Westmeston, in the Diocese of Chichester. All are very
welcome to her ordination.
Richard Stanton – member of our congregation
Richard is to be made Deacon on Saturday 4 th July at 10:30am at Norwich
Cathedral. All are welcome to attend and a group will be travelling by train
from LSM catching the 08:12 from Cambridge. Richard has some tickets
for seats near the front so do let him know if you would like to come:
richard_stanton@btinternet.com
Is the Lord calling you to be a priest?

