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NEWSLETTER                        

This month we have harvest festivals, poetry, cathedral relief projects, 
visiting choirs from Switzerland, work to be done in the parish garden and 
the usual Vicar’s Letter, prayers and intentions…



Highlights of September

Tuesday 8th September
The Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Low Mass 7:45am, Sung Mass 7pm followed by refreshments.

Wednesday 9th September ***Please note change of date***
Monthly Healing Mass with the laying-on of hands & anointing.
10am preceded by prayers for healing at 9:45am.

Thursday 10th September
Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament
8pm Office & Benediction at S. Mary’s, Newmarket.

Monday 14th September
Holy Cross Day
12:30pm Low Mass, 7pm Sung Mass followed by refreshments.

Thursday 17th September
Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary
8pm Office & Benediction at S. Peter’s, March.  See Bill de Quick for info.

Saturday 19th September
Festival of the Friends of Little S. Mary’s 
12noon Mass
1pm Lunch & AGM. Tickets available from Janet Nevitt

Monday 21st September
S. Matthew, apostle & evangelist
12:30pm Low Mass, 7pm Sung Mass followed by refreshments.

Sunday 27th September
Harvest Festival (17th Sunday after Trinity)
10:30am High Mass
with special collection for the work of Jimmy’s, Cambridge & the Foodbank
talk after Mass by Rig David of the Calcutta Cathedral Relief Service.

Tuesday 29th September 
S. Michael & All Angels
7:45am Low Mass, 7pm Sung Mass



From the Vicar

On 27th September  our diocese launches  a  strategy.   It  is  called  People
Fully  Alive:  Ely 2025.   As the name suggests  it  is  a  ten-year  plan for
growing the churches of the diocese, both in faith and numbers.  I suspect
its inspiration is twofold: the bishop finding on his arrival a diocese that
appeared not to have thought ahead or connectedly about what it was doing
for ages; secondly, the decline in congregations in the Church of England
as a whole.  While the picture of decline is very mixed and some areas
show  strong  growth  (cathedrals,  the  Diocese  of  London  and  many
individual parishes) it is indisputable that fewer people are going to church
now than they were, say, forty years ago.  There is a huge amount we could
say about this but for the time being let’s focus on the strategy and what, if
anything, it says to us.

The strategy has five objectives or what it calls ‘levers for change’: nurture
a confident people of God; develop healthy churches; serve the community;
re-imagine our buildings; target support to key areas.  While its primary
focus may not be the churches of Cambridge, nonetheless decisions made
through it will have a major impact on Cambridge and our parish.  Let me
address each of these levers, especially as I think they might relate to us:

 
1.  Nurture a confident people of God.  Through good-quality sermons,
and Confirmation,  Advent and Lent courses we do a fair bit of this, but
there is more we can do, not least in offering a regular introductory course
for people new to the Christian Faith.  It is the one thing we especially lack
here.  If you would be interested in assisting with this please let me know.

2. Develop healthy churches.  I hope this means that we are always on the
lookout  for  new members  of  the  congregation  and,  beyond  that,  of  the
PCC, together with potential churchwardens and people to share in (in no
particular  order!)  the  work  of  altar  serving,  the  choir,  sacristy,  social
justice,  overseas  mission,  the  garden,  welcome,  education,  cleaning  and
maintenance  etc.   Even more,  it  will  mean looking at  how we grow in
numbers: is there capacity for further growth at 10:30am or should we help
establish a new church elsewhere in Cambridge or begin an additional Mass
(until 1970 there was no 10:30am Mass but an earlier Family Mass and a
later Solemn Mass)?



3.  Serve the community. This means continuing to develop our mental
health  focus  with  the  Forum  Lunches  and  the  Homelessness  Project,
together  with  hosting  Narcotics  Anonymous  (we  do  this  twice  a  week
now).  I hope we will discover more community uses for the Parish Centre
as well as strengthening our Social Justice and Mission work with Jimmy’s,
the Foodbank, the Friends of Fulbourn Hospital  etc.   Is there a way we
could  serve  our  actual  geographical  parish  community  that  we  do  not
currently do?

4.  Re-imagine our buildings.  This is less relevant to Little S. Mary’s than
it is for a grade-one-listed church with a tiny congregation perhaps.  Here,
however, we need constantly to make sure the church is open, clean and
welcoming and so turns tourists into pilgrims.  More profoundly, if we are
to continue growing as a Christian community then we may need to start a
church somewhere  where there  isn’t  a beautiful  building.   Are we bold
enough to worship afresh in a school hall or a rented shop?

5. Target support to key areas.  I hope this will mean continuing diocesan
investment  in  Cambridge,  where  church  life  flourishes.   Under  an  old
strategy we were due to go down to a half-time priest so that the clergy
would be spread more equally across the diocese.  The problem with this is
that it is the ‘successful’ churches of Cambridge who help pay for priests in
the rest of Ely.  Cutting these clergy means in the long run one reduces the
income to pay for everyone else.  So far as we are concerned it will mean, I
imagine, markedly increasing our parish giving towards the £100,000 level.
At present we pay just over £70,000 to cover our costs and support poorer
parishes.

There is a lot for us to do, therefore, not least in avoiding mad activism at
the expense of prayer  and contemplation and making sure the five very
broad objectives are wisely implemented.  It is, though, an exciting time for
us and for Ely Diocese.  The key will be in the actual working out of these
five objectives.  I hope you are excited too: please come and talk to me if
you feel able to take a bigger part in all this.  I am already working at full
stretch but I know we have lots of untapped gifts and energy here at Little
S. Mary’s.   As the new academic year  begins let’s  commit  ourselves to
harnessing it.



Harvest Festival
There  will  not  be  a  first  of  the  month  collection  of  fresh  produce  for
Jimmy’s  in  September  or  October.   Instead,  we  hope  you  will  be  as
generous as always for Harvest Festival, which will be held on Sunday 27 th

September this year.

Garden Working Party
Saturday 5th September from 9:30am - 1pm.  More volunteers are welcome.

ON SALE NOW! £10 sold after every Sunday Mass and Choral 
Service.

Contact: Patricia Davies, pedavies@tesco.net,  01223 234791
Director of Music, directorofmusic@lsm.org.uk, or any choir member.

BUY ONLINE!  www.lsm.org.uk/worship/music/cds.html

http://www.lsm.org.uk/worship/music/cds.html
mailto:directorofmusic@lsm.org.uk
mailto:pedavies@tesco.net




Calendar and Intentions

for

September 2015

The list of Thanksgivings and Intercessions offers a focus
for our daily prayer, both at the Offices and Mass,

and in our personal times of prayer.

The Vicar would be glad of suggestions or
additions to the list of daily intention



Calendar for September LM-Low Mass, SM-Sung Mass, HM-
High Mass

Tue 1st S. Giles, hermit
Wed 2nd Martyrs of Papua New Guinea
Thu 3rd S. Gregory the Great, bishop & doctor
Fri 4th S. Birinus, bishop
Sat 5th of the Blessed Virgin Mary

SUN 6th FOURTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
Mon 7th 
Tue 8th Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary LM 7:45am, SM 7pm
Wed 9th Charles Lowder, priest
Thu 10th 
Fri 11th 
Sat 12th 

SUN 13th FIFTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
Mon 14th Holy Cross Day LM 12:30pm, SM 7pm
Tue 15th S. Cyprian, bishop & martyr
Wed 16th S. Ninian, bishop
Thu 17th Hildegard, abbess
Fri 18th of Requiem
Sat 19th Theodore, bishop

SUN 20th SIXTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
Mon 21st S. Matthew, apostle & evangelist LM 12:30pm, SM 7pm
Tue 22nd

Wed 23rd Ember Day
Thu 24th 
Fri 25th Lancelot Andrewes, bishop.  Ember Day
Sat 26th Ember Day

SUN 27th SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
Mon 28th

Tue 29th S. Michael & All Angels LM 7:45am, SM 7pm
Wed 30th S. Jerome, doctor



Daily Intentions and Anniversaries of death for 
September

Those suffering from leprosy  1st

Papua New Guinea Church Partnership 2nd

Pope Francis Queenie Windeatt 3rd 
Church growth  Richard Barlow-Poole 4th

The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham  David Mossop 5th

Our Parish & People 6th

Unemployed  Ian Ledsham, Kimiji Popat 7th

Pregnant women  8th

The sick  Helen Kinnier Wilson, Ian Buchanan 9th

Colleges & businesses in the parish 10th 
The Prison Fellowship Christine Stevenson, Joyce Bird, Joan White 11th

Those celebrating wedding anniversaries  12th 

Our Parish & People 13th

Devotion to the Holy Cross  Lilian Fletcher, Doris White, Patrick Theobald 14th

Those persecuted for the Faith  15th

The Church in Scotland  16th

Vocations to the Religious Life Leslie Norman, Edith Butcher 17th

Faithful departed 18th 
Friends of L.S.M. Rose Linsey-Bird, Hannah Dennett 19th

Our Parish & People    Lily Wythe 20th

Financial criminals  21st

Refugees  22nd

Ordinands at Westcott & Ridley  Michael Rowett 23rd

Addenbrooke's   Ena Matheson, Nellie Harnwell, 24th

Ian Thompson, pr., Stephen Sykes, bp.
Christian theologians           Joan Wardill 25th

Vocations to the priesthood    Richard Bainbridge 26th

Mothers 27th

Theologians 28th

Amnesty International  Derek Gibbons 29th 

Our Parish & People 30th



Feasts of September

14th September – Holy Cross Day.

O God,
who by the passion of Thy blessed Son

hast made the instrument
of shameful death to be unto us

the means of life and peace:
grant us so to glory in the Cross of Christ,
that we may gladly suffer shame and loss;

for the sake of the same Thy Son our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
ever one God, world without end.  Amen.

This  feast  is  called  in  Greek  ‘The  Raising
Aloft  of  the  Honoured  and  Life-Giving
Cross’  and  in  Latin  ‘The Exaltation  of  the
Holy Cross’.  The Church of England, rather
more  prosaically,  calls  it  Holy  Cross  Day.
The cross on which our Lord was crucified
has  become  the  universal  symbol  for
Christianity, replacing the fish symbol of the
early  church,  though  the  latter  has  been
revived in recent times.  After the end of the persecution era, early in the fourth
century,  pilgrims  began  to  travel  to  Jerusalem to  visit  and  pray  at  the  places
associated with the  life  of  Jesus.   Helena,  the  mother  of  the  Roman  Emperor
Constantine, was a Christian and, whilst overseeing excavations in the city in 326
AD, uncovered a cross, which many believed to be the Cross of Christ.  A basilica
was built on the site of the Holy Sepulchre and dedicated on this day in the year
335 with a portion of the cross placed inside it.  In 614 that portion of the cross
was carried away from the church by the Persians, and remained missing until it
was recaptured by the Byzantine Emperor Heraclius in 628.  Initially taken to
Constantinople, the cross was returned to the church the following year.

The picture (top right) is of S. Helena holding the Cross and was painted in
1495 by Cima da Conegliano.

Monday 14th September Low Mass 12:30pm, Sung Mass 7pm



The Rev’d Canon Andrew Greany

From 26th August 2015 Fr Andrew Greany (Vicar of LSM 1994-2011) will 
be (more or less) a House-for-Duty Curate of S. Barnabas, Jericho in 
Oxford.

His contact details are:
50 Cardigan Street, OXFORD OX2 6BS
Telephone 01865 708556
Mobile 07791 632976
andrewgreany@btinternet.com

Fr Andrew writes: Visitors welcome;
parking tricky, but park-and-ride is good.
Just 10 minutes' walk from the railway
station (and the coach station, but please
campaign for the restoration of the
Oxford-Cambridge railway!)

Here is John Betjeman’s poem entitled St Barnabas which refers to the 
street on which Fr Andrew will be living:

How long was the peril, how breathless the day,
In topaz and beryl, the sun dies away,
His rays lying static at quarter to six
On polychromatical lacing of bricks.
Good Lord, as the Angelus floats down the road,
Byzantine St Barnabas, be Thine Abode.

Where once the fritillaries hung in the grass
A baldachin pillar is guarding the Mass.
Farewell to blue meadows we loved not enough,
And elms in whose shadows were Glanville and Clough.
Not poets but clergymen hastened to meet
Thy redden’d remorselessness, CARDIGAN STREET.

We offer Fr Andrew our love and prayers as he begins a new stage of life 
and ministry.

mailto:andrewgreany@btinternet.com


People for our Prayers

We  pray  for  John  Bunting (husband  of  Audrey,  a  member  of  our  8am
congregation) who is seriously unwell.  We pray too for Michael Carter who hurt
himself badly after a fall on the way to church a few weeks ago.  He is making a
good recovery but is rather immobile at present.  Lizzie Davies was taken into
hospital a couple of weeks ago and is now home again but far from 100% and we
wish her a good, strong recovery.

We delight in the arrival of  Sophia Beecham, daughter to  Chris and  Irene and
salute their efforts with produce stalls and many other things while coping with a
not-entirely-straightforward pregnancy.  All the family and now strong and well
and we look forward to a baptism in November!    Congratulations also to  Phil
and  Sam  Gormley on  the  birth  of,  Matthew  James  Benedict.   He  will  be
baptized at S. George’s church, Six Mile Bottom on 20th September at 2pm.  Some
of you will remember Phil as a server here a few years ago.

The Barnard Family have been a staple of this parish for over a century.  In recent
years Patricia, Stephen and Eileen, Betty and Peter Barnard have all died and,
with their offspring and descendants living now away from Cambridge, it brings
an end to an almost dynastic presence at LSM!  On Saturday 29 th August there was
a Requiem Mass here and all five sets of ashes were buried in the churchyard.
May they all  rest in peace and pray for us who continue on our pilgrimage to
heaven.

As a little tribute to the family, here is a poem about LSM written by Eileen
Barnard into a prayer book given to her by Dennis Barnard:

 
Enter this door
As if the floor

Within were gold,
And every wall

Of jewels all
Of wealth untold;

As if a choir
With robes of fire
Were singing here.
Not shout, nor rush,

But hush –
For God is here.



Cathedral Relief Service
from Clive Brown

Little  Saint  Mary’s  supports  the  Cathedral  Relief  Service  in  Calcutta  (now
Kolkata).  Working from a small office in the shadow of the Cathedral, CRS helps
communities in ten city slums and six rural areas by supporting schools providing
primary  education,  women’s  empowerment  and  self-help  groups,  and  primary
health care.  The people to whom CRS reaches out are the poorest of the poor –
one of the communities I visited last year was a group of families living in shelters
under a city flyover.

Extreme  poverty  brings  with  it  a  host  of  social  problems.   Alcoholism  and
domestic violence are a part of everyday life.  Prostitution and sexual abuse are
common.  Child labour is widespread.  Cultural attitudes in the communities, more
particularly  towards  women,  encourage  abusive  relationships  and  a  spiral  of
deprivation.   The  problems  and  challenges  include  low  rates  of  literacy,
inadequate  educational  and  health  facilities,  employment  which  is  either  not
available or for menial tasks at very low rates of pay, and the low social status of
women and girls.  These are the challenges which CRS has taken on in order to
bring some hope to the dispossessed.

We support CRS through the UK charity, Friends of CRS, of which I am a trustee.
We visit Calcutta regularly, and keep in close contact with the Director and staff
there.  At the moment, CRS and the Friends are engaged in a new and exciting
project.  We are starting a trading company in Calcutta to employ slum women,
who have been trained by CRS in sewing and embroidery, to make products for
sale on both the UK and local markets.  Veronica Doresamy,  who came out to
Calcutta with me last year, is starting a web-based business in the UK which will
sell  the  products,  and she has been providing designs,  and working to get  the
quality of workmanship to the required standard.  There is enormous enthusiasm
for this project among the women concerned and our anxiety is not to disappoint
their hopes and let them down.

Funding is a continual problem, and simply finding the money to pay wages of
both the office staff and field workers is a constant battle.  In addition, we need to
find money for the start-up costs of the new project.  Veronica and I are planning a
Crowd-funding campaign early next year for this.

There will be an opportunity to learn more about CRS as the Director, Rig David
is coming to stay with me in Cambridge, and will be speaking after High Mass on
Sunday, 27th September.  I hope that many of you will come to listen to him. Do
also look at the website: www.friendsofcrs.co.uk

http://www.friendsofcrs.co.uk/


Visiting Choir Concert at LSM - ESG Choir Switzerland
October 7 at 8:15pm 

conducted by Johannes Günther.
comprising the Bern and Zürich ‘Kantorei’ choirs, www.kantorei.ch

singing works by 
W. Burkhard (1900-1955) and Heinrich Schütz (1585-1672)

Admission is free with a retiring collection.  After the concert, there will be
refreshments and a chance to meet the choir.

The LSM Choir is back from Prague!

In case you haven’t noticed, all the members of the choir have returned safe and sound
from their tour to Prague this past July.  And it was all of you who helped support at
bake sales, concerts, and through donations who get thanks for getting them there and
back.  Look forward in next month’s newsletter to hearing about their adventures in
the Czech Republic!

Check them out on YouTube!
Search for ‘LSM choir’ and click on the icon featuring their CD cover,

 ‘His Sweet Art’. Or follow the link below.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMTGM7eep4KKlVfOByxS41w

Like ‘Little St Mary’s Church, Cambridge’ on Facebook
Follow @littlestmary on Twitter

Little S. Mary’s, Trumpington Street, CAMBRIDGE CB2 1QG.Tel: 01223 366202
Open daily for prayer and visiting, 7:30am to 6:30pm 

www.lsm.org.uk

http://www.lsm.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMTGM7eep4KKlVfOByxS41w
http://www.kantorei.ch/

