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NEWSLETTER
This newsletter contains details of the upcoming events of the new year, including
Epiphanytide, together with news about Emmanuel URC,a pilgrimage to the Holy
Land, our PNGCP link and of course the usual Vicar’s letter, daily intentions for

prayer and more.



Highlights of January
Thursday 5th January
Eve of the Epiphany of the Lord
7pm Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary
Vespers in Peterhouse Chapel, Procession to LSM and Benediction.

Friday 6th January
Epiphany of the Lord
Low Mass 12:30pm, High Mass 7pm. Preacher: The Rev’d Max Bayliss,
Assistant Curate of Leighton Buzzard and former Ordinand on attachment

Tuesday 10th January
Forum Lunch for dementia sufferers and their carers
11:30am-3pm. New cooks and helpers wanted (training given - see Bob
DeWolf for information)

Wednesday 11th January
Monthly Healing Mass
10am preceded by prayers for the sick at 9:45am in the Lady Chapel. All
welcome to this meditative service where personal prayer & anointing with oil
are offered during the Mass.

Wednesday 18th – Wednesday 25th January
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Each of the daily Masses during this week offered for a different Christian
Church or tradition. May we obey the Lord’s will and prayer that all may be
one.

Sunday 22nd January
Third Sunday of Epiphany
Preacher at 10:30am High Mass: The Rt Rev’d Peter Ramsden,
former Bishop of Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. He will speak after Mass
about the work of the Papua New Guinea Church Partnership, which we
support.

Wednesday 25th January
Feast of the Conversion of S. Paul
Low Mass 10am, Sung Mass 7pm followed by refreshments

Thursday 26th January
Mothers’ Union Meeting
10am – Prayers in the Lady Chapel; 11am – Coffee in the Parish Centre



From the Vicar
S. Thomas a Becket, 2016

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

“You’ll soon be thinking about your next move, I suppose.” The
comment came from a priest at a party in December. I had said I
was about to do my fifth Christmas at LSM and perhaps there was
an unintentional weariness in my tone of voice, because that was
the response – “You’ll be thinking of what to do next.” I couldn’t
quite believe my ears! Readers will be delighted or depressed to
learn that I have absolutely no intention of thinking about my next
move, not least because it has taken the best part of five years to
get all the pictures hung in the vicarage!

The priest who trained me when I was a curate thought he did his
best work only after he’d been in his parish ten years. At that stage I
thought it an extraordinary thing to say but now I’m a parish priest I
can see something of what he meant. One of the reasons the
comment about moving on so astonished me is that I still feel I have
barely arrived…

There are still so many things to do: on the building front we have
the restoration of the Lady Chapel, the Stations of the Cross in
memory of Fr John Hughes; the implementation of the quinquennial
survey of the church building (not to mention repainting the church
and fixing the sound system). Even more importantly we need to
build up our children’s and youth work and be able to offer regular
courses of introduction to the Christian faith for newcomers.
Obviously the work will never actually stop, but I am especially
conscious of these tasks for our present generation at LSM.

I began the new year Vicar’s letter with that quotation about moving
on because I think it reflects the contemporary obsession with
change and novelty and our inability to stick with whatever we’re
called to. The power of the image and advertising (in all its guises)
serves to intensify our perennial tendency to believe the grass is
always greener elsewhere. Never before have we so needed the



gifts of faithfulness and stickability – that third of the Benedictine
vows, stability – of growing where you are planted.

The Queen in her Christmas broadcast quoted S. Teresa of Calcutta
about doing the little things and not being dispirited by the size of the
task – there is always a neighbour to whom we can show kindness.
The sheer quantity and the immediacy of news today can leave us
feeling overwhelmed by the horrors and demands of the world; yet
there is never nothing we can do: prayer, almsgiving and acts of
kindness to those around us. We may not be able to do much
practically about Aleppo (beyond prayer, never to be underestimated)
but we can at least make our own home a place of hospitality and
our street a place of greater neighbourliness.

One of the many treats of being Vicar of LSM is not only being able
to help those in formation for the priesthood but also to welcome
them back and be a sort of second home to clergy when away from
their parishes. So it’s a joy to welcome back to the parish the Rev’d
Max Bayliss, now Assistant Curate of Leighton Buzzard, previously
an ordinand on attachment with us. Fr Max will deacon and preach
at High Mass for Epiphany (Friday 6th at 7pm).

These days people feel terribly traditional if they keep their
Christmas decorations up until Epiphany (the Twelfth Night). This
isn’t surprising if you began Christmas a few days after Hallowe’en!
It is another example of how we rush from one thing to another,
never simply enjoying what we have and being willing to wait for the
next thing. Yet delayed gratification is invariably greater gratification.
A proper keeping of Advent means we appreciate Christmas more; a
proper keeping of Christmas and Epiphany not only allows us to
make the most of this glorious season but also has the practical
advantage of lightening the mood in that most depressing of months,
January. I urge all of us to make sure that we do something to
maintain the Christmas spirit through to Candlemas at the beginning
of February. Going back to work and school makes this hard, and
the tree may soon have shed all its needles, but we can keep a
selection of Christmas cards up, buy some flowers for the home or
build a little Epiphany house or crib as a place to remind us of the



wise men and a focus for our prayers as we dash in and out of the
house and do our chores.

Stability, enjoying what we have, faithfulness – these are the
disciplines and gifts that a tumultuous world needs more than ever.
May they be ours in 2017.

With my love & prayers, I am
yours in the Lord,

Fr Robert.

Congratulations over the road!
... are due to our neighbours at Emmanuel United Reformed Church
who, after a lengthy vacancy following Lance Stone’s move to the
Netherlands, have appointed a new Minister. He is the Rev’d Dr
John Bradbury, presently on the staff of Westminster College. We
await a date for the beginning of his ministry but we rejoice with our
friends at Emmanuel that a new ministry is about to begin with them
together with the URC churches in Whittlesford and Duxford (who
will share John with Emmanuel). Emmanuel and S. Columba’s on
Downing Street are presently praying and discussing together how
they might work in the future and one of the options being
considered is the uniting of the two congregations at S. Columba’s.
Inevitably this would affect our relationship in that they will no longer
be immediately on our doorstep, but I know that our long friendship
will continue whatever the two congregations decide. A
consolidation of people and buildings makes a lot of sense but it is
still far from being decided. I shall be offering the last Mass in the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity specifically for our brothers and
sisters at Emmanuel and S. Columba’s.



Christmastide Poem
by Daphne Foreman
(first published in the Cambridge News in December)

The streets are festooned with colour and lights
And the town is all bustle and go.
The shops are all lighted and bursting with goods
For the people who rush to and fro.

There are presents to buy and cards to be sent
And food to be bought for the day;
Office parties are held and the red wine flows free
And the atmosphere friendly and gay.

Candles are lighted and carols are sung;
Trees and holly are bought from a stall,
While people are anxious and sometimes are cross
For there never is time for it all.

But now busy people think now pause awhile
From your frantic activity.
Give thought to the reason for your busyness,
For the Saviour’s Nativity.



LSM.Global: news from our overseas mission
group - the Anglican Diocese of Peru
Clive Brown writes:

Our initial involvement in Peru was to support the missionaries, Dan and
Pam Caldwell, who were introduced to us by USPG. After the Caldwells
left Lima, we decided to continue to support the Church in Peru, and in
particular the wonderful work by Bishop Bill Godfrey.

Earlier this year we learnt that Bishop Bill was retiring after thirty years of
episcopal oversight in South America (ten in Uruguay, and twenty in Peru).
Patrick Mackey, who has been our link with the Diocese, wrote to us as
follows: “He was the youngest bishop in the Anglican Communion when he
was appointed all those years ago, and it was a divinely-inspired
appointment…Despite constant ill-health latterly, Bill oversaw the
development of the Anglican Communion throughout the country with the
consecration of three new bishops within the last couple of years. It seems
relatively simple, but it involved an enormous amount of work.”

For Bishop Bill, retirement is a relative concept, and he has been given the
living of Lastingham in North Yorkshire. Lastingham is an ancient church
which was founded by S. Cedd. It has been a place of Christian worship
since the 7th Century, and is a place of pilgrimage.

Bishop Bill’s successor is a Peruvian, which is a wonderful sign of the
coming of age of the Church in that country. We hope to be in touch with
Paul and Sarah Tester, young missionaries in Lima, and obtain more news
through them soon.

Fr Robert adds:

Please continue to keep the work of the church in Peru – Roman Catholic,
Anglican and other Christian groups – in your prayers. Their problem is
different from that affecting Europe: they can’t build churches, train priests
and cope with the growth in congregations fast enough!



Calendar and Intentions

for

January 2017

The list of Thanksgivings and Intercessions offers a focus
for our daily prayer, both at the Offices and Mass, and in our
personal times of prayer.

The Vicar would be glad of suggestions or additions to the list
of daily intention



Calendar for January
Sun 1st Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
Mon 2nd Ss Basil the Great & Gregory of Nazianzus, bishops & doctors
Tue 3rd
Wed 4th
Thu 5th
Fri 6th EPIPHANY
Sat 7th

SUN 8th Baptism of Christ (1st Sunday of Epiphany)
Mon 9th
Tue 10th William Laud, Archbishop
Wed 11th
Thu 12th S. Aelred of Rievaulx, Abbot
Fri 13th S. Hilary of Poitiers, Bishop & teacher of the faith
Sat 14th of the Blessed Virgin Mary

SUN 15th 2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Mon 16th
Tue 17th S. Anthony of Egypt, Hermit & Abbot
Wed 18th Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins (18th-25th)
Thu 19th S. Wulfstan, Bishop
Fri 20th of Requiem
Sat 21st S. Agnes of Rome, Child Martyr

SUN 22nd 3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Mon 23rd
Tue 24th S. Francis de Sales, Bishop & teacher of the faith
Wed 25th Conversion of S. Paul
Thu 26th Ss Timothy & Titus, Companions of Paul
Fri 27th
Sat 28th S. Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, teacher of the faith

SUN 29th 4th Sunday of Epiphany
Mon 30th Charles, King & Martyr
Tue 31st S. John Bosco, Priest & founder of the Salesian Teaching Order



Daily Intentions and Anniversaries of death for January
Our Parish & People Dorothy Ogden, Derek Williams 1st
World Peace Daphne Peck 2nd
The Homeless of Cambridge Ted Maycock, pr., Lena Wheatley, Arthur Clough,
Cecilia Scott-Townsend 3rd

An end to the civil war in Yemen Sheila Duffy 4th
Church Organists Jennifer Williams, Joyce Day, Peter Dicken 5th
Non-Christians Margaret Hulyer, Kathleen Ray Holland 6th
An end to violence in Syria 7th

Our Parish & People 8th
All the baptised to know the great dignity of their baptism 9th
The Archbishops of Canterbury & York Silvia Skeil 10th
The Cambridge Churches’ Homelessness Project Geoffrey Baines 11th
Those suffering from eating disorders 12th
Lawyers 13th
Midwives Aline Norman, Marjorie Shepherd, Elaine Wheatley 14th

Our Parish & People Isabel Nourse 15th
Returning students Marjorie Galletly 16th
The Church in Egypt Margaret Rowett 17th
Christian Unity 18th
Roman Catholic Church Daphne Clavey 19th
Orthodox Churches Pauline Martindale, Donald Harris, pr. 20th

Madé Katib, bp., John Abraham
Anglican Communion Athelstane Furley 21st

Our Parish & People 22nd
Lutheran Churches 23rd
Free & Pentecostal Churches Robert Garrett, pr., Margaret Hall 24th
Emmanuel & S. Columba’s URCs 25th
Mother’s Union Maurice Rayner, James Rone, pr. 26th
Faithful departed Sebastian Hawkes, Elise Perrin, Peter Barnard 27th
Christian Academics Julia Wheatcroft 28th

Our Parish & People Eric Furley, Beryl Goonetilleke 29th
The Sovereign Mary Hammond 30th
Society of S. Francis de Sales 31st



Saints of January
28th January – Saint Thomas Aquinas

Everlasting God,
who didst enrich Thy Church with the learning and holiness
of Thy servant Thomas Aquinas: grant to all who seek
Thee a humble mind and a pure heart, that they may know
Thy Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth and the life;
who liveth and reigneth with Thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Thomas was most probably born in the castle of Roccasecca (present-day
Lazio, Italy), c.1225. At the age of five Thomas began his early education
at Monte and later enrolled at the university recently established in Naples.
It was here that Thomas was introduced to Aristotle, Averroës and
Maimonides, all of whom would influence his theological philosophy.

At the age of nineteen Thomas resolved to join the recently founded
Dominican Order. This did not please his family. His brothers kidnapped
him and took him back to his parents at the castle of Monte San Giovanni
Campano. Thomas was held prisoner for almost a year. At one point, two
of his brothers resorted to the measure of hiring a prostitute to seduce him.
According to legend, Thomas drove her away wielding a fire iron! That
night two angels appeared to him as he slept and strengthened his
determination to remain celibate. By 1244, the family finally accepted this
and allowed him to escape.

In 1245 Thomas was sent to study at the Faculty of the Arts at the
University of Paris; because Thomas was quiet and didn’t speak much,
some of his fellow students called him ‘The Dumb Ox’. Thomas taught in
Cologne as an apprentice professor instructing students on the books of
the Old Testament and writing Expositio super Isaiam ad litteram (A literal
Commentary on Isaiah), Postilla super Ieremiam (Commentary on
Jeremiah) and Postilla super Threnos (Commentary on Lamentations). In
1252 he returned to Paris to study for a Master’s degree in theology. He
lectured on the Bible as an apprentice professor, and devoted his final
three years of study to commenting on Peter Lombard’s Sentences. In the
first of his four theological syntheses, Thomas composed a massive
commentary on the Sentences entitled Scriptum super libros



Sententiarium (Commentary on the Sentences). Aside from his degree
writings, he wrote De ente et essentia (On Being and Essence) for his
fellow Dominicans in Paris.

In 1259 Thomas left Paris so that others in his order could gain this
teaching experience. He produced works for Pope Urban IV such as the
liturgy for the newly-created feast of Corpus Christi and Contra errores
Graecorum (Against the Errors of the Greeks). Some of the hymns that
Thomas wrote for the feast of Corpus Christi are still sung today, such as
Pange lingua gloriosi,Tantum ergo and Panis angelicus.

In February 1265 the newly elected Pope Clement IV summoned Aquinas
to Rome to serve as papal theologian,and teach at the Roman convent of
Santa Sabina. While there Thomas began his most famous work, the
Summa Theologiae, which he conceived of specifically as suited to
beginning students: “Because a doctor of Catholic truth ought not only to
teach the proficient, but to him pertains also to instruct beginners. As the
Apostle says…I gave you milk to drink, not meat…”

Despite his reputation as a great philosopher, Thomas never considered
himself a philosopher, and criticized philosophers, whom he saw as
pagans. Thomas did have respect for Aristotle, however; so much so that
in the Summa, he often cites Aristotle simply as “the Philosopher.” Thomas
wrote several important commentaries on Aristotle’s works including On
the Soul, Nicomachean Ethics and Metaphysics.

Thomas viewed theology (or the ‘sacred doctrine’ as he called it) as a
science, the raw data of which consists of written scripture and the
tradition of the Church. These sources of data were produced by the self-
revelation of God to individuals and groups of people throughout history.
Faith and reason, while distinct but closely related and mutually informing,
are the primary tools for processing the data of theology. Thomas believed
both were necessary – or, rather, that the confluence of both was
necessary – in order to obtain true knowledge of God. Thomas blended
Greek philosophy and Christian doctrine by suggesting that rational
thinking and the study of nature, like revelation, were valid ways to
understand truths pertaining to God. Thomas died on 7th March 1274 while
teaching on the Song of Songs. Fifty years after the death of Thomas, on
18 July 1323, Pope John XXII, seated in Avignon, pronounced Thomas a
saint.



Parish Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 2018
Fr Robert writes:

Going on pilgrimage to the Holy Land is one of those things that I believe
every Christian who can afford it should do. There was a pilgrimage from
LSM in 2007, and ten years later it is high time that we offered another.

I’m delighted to say that I’ve been working with the wonderful firm Lightline
(with whom I’ve worked before in the Holy Land) and we now have a
pilgrimage to offer in 2018. The Rev’d Dr Rob Marshall from Lightline (and
Radio 4’s Thought for the Day!) will be with us after Mass on Sunday 5th
February to talk to us about the pilgrimage and present the prospective
itinerary and answer our questions. The precise date in 2018 will be confirmed
by then (sometime in the spring).

Do please make this date – 5th February – a priority in your diary. You may be
in two minds as to whether you feel able to go, or can afford it, or whether
your health is up to it or whatever. Regardless of these understandable
concerns, I urge you to come to this presentation and see for yourself what it
looks like and the wonderful opportunities presented.

The Holy Land is often spoken of as the Fifth Gospel and being in the places
where our Lord and His first disciples physically walked and lived is
transforming. In giving over a year’s notice, I hope it will allow us to make
space in our diaries (and save some money) to be able to be part of this
special event.



The Friends of Whitworth
House present:

a Burns Night Ceilidh
Friday 27/01/2017
St Giles’ Church,
Cambridge
8 - 11:30pm

Tickets: £10
(£5 concessions/under-12s free)

To book, visit the ADC theatre box
office:
www.adcticketing.com

http://www.adcticketing.com


Will you join our 21 supporters who have now raised
just over £700 for LSM by online shopping at no cost
to themselves?

How to add hundreds to your fund-raising total with travel!

Sign up now and start shopping
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

Littlestmaryschurchcambridge

The January sales have
arrived early so if you’re keen
to bag a bargain, don't forget
to do so the easyfundraising
way! If you’re planning to book
a holiday in 2017, you can also
do this on easyfundraising and
raise a huge amount of funds
for LSM! Choose from over
3000 retailers who are offering
fantastic deals as we head into
2017.



Cambridge City Foodbank – Transport Needed
The Little Saint Mary’s congregation has been generous in bringing in goods for
the Cambridge City Foodbank. Help is needed, however, in getting the foodbank
box to the depot. It would be most welcome if someone could volunteer to drive
the box from LSM to the depot each week. Donations can be taken there 9:30am-
1pm Mondays and Fridays only. The depot’s address is :
CCFb Warehouse, Unit 4 Orwell Furlong, CB4 0WY

If you can help, please contact Patricia Boulhosa or Bob DeWolf at
robert.s.dewolf@gmail.com or by telephone on 07500 071700. More information
about Cambridge City Foodbank, including how you could help out in other ways,
can be found at https://cambridgecity.foodbank.org.uk

EPIPHANYTIDE
CAROL SERVICE

Sunday 8th January at 6pm

Epiphany means ‘manifestation’ or ‘revealing’ and is the season when we look at
who the child Jesus is. The Gentile Magi bring gifts of gold (for a king), incense
(for God) and myrrh (for death) revealing more of this child’s identity. On the feast
of His Baptism, Jesus is revealed as God’s Son, and in the water turned into wine
on the third day at the wedding at Cana, He anticipates His Resurrection and the
new Easter creation.

Our Epiphanytide Carol Service celebrates and explores these mysteries through
readings from holy scripture, some of the season’s favourite carols and anthems
by composers including Luca Marenzio, Felix Mendelssohn, Herbert Howells and
more. It’s all followed by refreshments as we continue to celebrate the birth and
revelation of Jesus Christ. Don’t miss it!

mailto:robert.s.dewolf@gmail.com

