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From the Vicar
 

30th June 2021

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
 The first thing I must say is that I have no idea what is going to happen after 19 th

July!  People keep asking me,  presumably on the flattering assumption that the
government, or the Church of England nationally, take me into their confidence.
Sadly, I am as in the dark as you are. Seeing so many football fans singing their
hearts out certainly makes me wonder why we are still not permitted to sing in
church. Cases of Covid are rising but hospital admissions are not and this surely is
the breaking of the link between infection and hospitalisation that  we’ve been
looking for.  Cambridge had 239 cases of Covid in the week 19th-25th June (a very
big increase) but the number of people in hospital remained unchanged at 4 and
there hasn’t been a Covid-related death in this city since March. I am increasingly
confident that 19th July will not be a date deferred, but I do not know what the
directions to churches will be. I pray that we will simply be allowed to return to
normal, but I won’t hold my breath waiting for it to happen: there is still a lot of
fear around and not all of it well-handled. 
 
 In  the  face  of  this  fear  and  uncertainty  it  would  have  been  completely
understandable for the PCC to have deferred the business of agreeing to fund and
appoint an additional stipendiary priest for the parish until some time in the future.
I salute them that, on the contrary, they made the brave and bold decision to go
ahead now. In an uncertain context it is a great act of hope that we are ready for
this development, that we will be able to afford this development and that we will
find someone  suitable.  I  hope you  agree  with me  that  this  was  the right  and
Christian response. Consequently, we advertised in the Church Times last Friday
and  this  Friday,  and  will  be  interviewing  shortlisted  candidates  on  22nd July.
Please pray earnestly for the success of this venture and that the person God is
calling  to  this  role  will  answer  that  call.  Much  of  the  post  is  funded by the
Michael Waring bequest but it  will  also need our own money and we will  be
appealing  for  support  later  in  the  year.  The  post  is  called  Associate  Vicar  in
recognition that the priest will not be an Assistant Curate in training and will have
a degree of responsibility in the parish, especially around the areas of Christian
education and evangelism. The PCC have been clear that they are open to the
appointment of either a man or a woman. The Archdeacon will  join me and a
churchwarden and a representative of the PCC to form the interviewing panel. We
hope that the priest we appoint will be able to join us in September. 



 
 The pandemic has revealed the high levels of spiritual need in this country and
we  do  not  want  to  wait  long  in  responding  to  it.  In  addition  to  this  second
stipendiary priest, Mary Ward and Fiona Blake have been putting together a plan
for a new mental health project in the Parish Centre in the autumn. The PCC will
be discussing this at their meeting later in July. I am very conscious that not only
have we not been able to have our monthly Forum Lunch Club for the elderly, or
our Healing Mass, but that our provision for children in church has been non-
existent  since  March  last  year.  The  fact  that  people  are  still  bringing  their
children, without any junior church or even a play area, is a wonderful testament
to them as parents and Christians. I’m grateful to Alex Francis for putting up
resources on our Facebook page each week for parents wanting to do something
with their children at home. 
 
 Not only have children had their Christian formation severely disrupted by the
pandemic,  but  those  in  formation  for  the  ordained  ministry  have  had  a  very
difficult time too. It is therefore with especial fervour I commend to your prayers
those being ordained at this time, who are making a bold and faith-filled step into
the future. Among those with links to this parish we pray for Hannah Richardson
(priest, S. Andrew’s, Soham), Simon Asquith (deacon, Holy Trinity, Wimbledon),
Charlotte Smith (deacon, Richmond Team Ministry), Jon Sanders (deacon, Great
S. Mary’s) and Will Lyon Tupman (deacon, S. Mary the Virgin, St Neots Team
Ministry). All of these have been pastoral assistants, ordinands on attachment or
members of our congregation. Each one of them is a gift from God to His church
and a reason for renewed hope 
 
 Thank you for our partnership in the Gospel and I look forward to seeing you in
church soon. 
 

With love & prayers,  I  am,  yours
ever in Christ, 

 
Fr Robert. 



Impressions of the Basilica San Marco, Venice
by Emma Lloyd-Jonesby Emma Lloyd-Jones

 
One of the main purposes of religious buildings is to move us nearer to
God. Some of the other purposes are to provide a gathering place for the
Faithful,  a space also for quiet  meditation,  a building with the requisite
designs for a particular form of worship. In short, a holy place should move
and inspire us, and provide in
us  a  sense  of  awe  and  the
special nature of Our God.

Of  course,  Ecclesiastical
design  has  changed  and
evolved  throughout  the  ages
–  at  times  highly  elaborate
(the  Baroque  being  the
epitome of such ‘decoration’)
–  and  at  times  simple  and
effective  (Le  Corbusier’s
Ronchamp,  and  Tadao  Ando’s  Church  of  the  Light  (above)  being  two
important and dramatically striking examples).

Of course, also, different countries and denominations lend themselves to 
different types 
of Christian 
Church.  Even 
within 
Catholic Italy 
there is huge 
variation, and 
within Venice 
itself - a place 
I am lucky 
enough to 
know well. 
Contrast the 
Byzantine 



flavour of the Basilica S. Marco with the 
Classical S. Giorgio Maggiore, by Palladio.   
For me, although I find the pure simplicity of a
country church I know in this country, in 
Buckinghamshire, where I worshipped with 
my late parents, very appropriate for a Church 
(and in its setting in the hills), I find the impact
of entering the Basilica S. Marco never fails to 
fill me with a strong impression of mystery, 
and beauty and the Deity (as does LSM of 
course!). 

 

 
 
John Ruskin (1819-1900), that prolific art critic who particularly embraced
Venice, wrote the following of the Basilica S. Marco: 



‘Darkness  and  mystery;  confused  recesses  of  building;  artificial  light
employed in small quantity, but maintained with a constancy which seems
to  give  it  a  kind  of  sacredness;  preciousness  of  material  easily
comprehended by the vulgar eye;  close air loaded with a peculiar odour
associated only with religious services.’

I  find  this  slightly  cynical.    But  his  singling  out  of  the  elements  is
interesting.

One of the great fascinations of the gold mosaic-covered interior  of the
Basilica  is  that  it  looks  different  as  the  light  changes.  Sometimes  it  is
darkened, with the many red Eternal lights, particularly near the Altar of
the Blessed Virgin Nikopoia, giving an otherworldly and ethereal sense.
At other times, nowadays, it is lit by electricity (which of course when built
it wasn’t) and therefore vibrant and triumphant in its gold splendour. Both
aspects of its Sacredness are wonderful, I find.

Around the five domes, to the base of the domes are small windows. As the
light moves round these domes as the days and seasons progress, so the
light in the building and on the gold mosaics changes. This is to symbolise
the changing, but Eternal, nature of God – who is constantly with us. I love
this symbolism. It gives the building a life, and depth, and breadth of its
own  –  truly  inspiring  and  moving.  It  was  also  created  to  show  that
humankind can design, but God completes – He is greater than us.

Considering the mosaics in more detail, they tell Biblical stories. And, on a
visit there, a friend said ‘How amazing to think that all these tiny mosaic
pieces were put in place painstakingly for the Glory of God.’ That indeed,
also, is a thought which is awe-inspiring and moves us nearer to God.   It is
very humbling.

The Basilica really defies many Architectural ‘rules’ and is highly eclectic.
Outside it is covered with many sorts of marble;  with statues of horses,
initially  stolen  from  Constantinople  in  1204;  with  some  19th-century
mosaics which are garish in their colouring compared to the beauty of the
original ones. Inside there is the magnificent and deeply jewel-encrusted



Pala d’Oro, juxtaposed with much contrasting and varying coloured marble
– on the floors, in the pulpit and in some statues.

Perhaps all this variety did not appeal to the at times (slightly pedantic?!)
purist John Ruskin, but, I feel, God is multi-faceted and His presence is
with the whole vast gamut of humanity. So it seems strikingly appropriate
that this building – impressive in itself – has so many elements which, to
my mind,  combine so beautifully  to create  an experience that  is  indeed
sacred,  encompassing much. I definitely find that the Basilica S. Marco
moves  me  (and  others  I  know,  certainly)  nearer  to  contemplating  the
breadth and depth and vivacity of God, and therefore is an uplifting and
inspiring religious experience.
 

Book Recommendation 

The Diary of a Country
Parson by James

Woodforde
by Ceri Knight 

 
One book which I return to again and
again,  despite  having  read  it  several
times  already,  is  The  Diary  of  a
Country Parson by James Woodforde.
For those of you who have not had the
pleasure  of  reading  this  I  can
recommend it. 
 
The Rev. James Woodforde was born
in Somerset in 1740. His father was Rector of Ansford and Vicar of
Castle  Cary.  After  graduating  from  New  College,  Oxford  James
Woodforde  spent a few years as a curate in Somerset before obtaining
the living  of Weston Longville  in  Norfolk,  about  eight  miles  north
west of Norwich. The living was owned by his college.
 



Parson Woodforde kept a detailed diary of his life: the meals he ate, his
visitors,  trips  he  made,  what  he  spent,  and his  comments  on  local  and
national  events.  It  is  a  wonderful  insight  into  country  life  in  the  18th

century.  What  comes  over  to  the  reader  is  the  genuine  kindness  and
compassion Parson Woodforde had for the poor.

No destitute person, even those from outside his parish was ever turned
away without  some assistance.  On Christmas Day he always  had six or
seven old men from the parish to lunch, when they were given roast beef,
followed by plum pudding and beer, and a shilling to take home to their
wives! 

There is a great deal of humour in the diary. Parson Woodforde orders a
new sideboard in Norwich and when it is ready to be delivered, two men
walk  the  eight  miles  to  Weston  Longville  with  the  sideboard  on  their
shoulders and then stagger back to Norwich after imbibing a quantity of
beer.  His  niece,  Nancy,  keeps  house  for  him  and  is  given  an  annual
allowance  of  ten  pounds  to  cover  the  cost  of  her  clothes  and personal
necessities. This is given at Christmas, but on one occasion this allowance
is withheld until May ‘for reasons of pertness’.
 
There are interesting language references too. Mrs Custance, the squire’s
wife, comes to visit one winter morning wearing her  bosom friend.  This
was a piece of flannel placed over her chest and tucked into the top of her
low cut dress to keep out the cold. This is the origin of the term ‘bosom
friend.’ Interestingly, when we were children we had an elderly neighbour
who used a piece of flannel in the same way, only by the 20 th century this
was called a ‘modesty vest!’.
 
Parson Woodforde was so well thought of by his parishioners that they all 
turned out to follow his coffin through the village when he died in 1801. 
Some volumes of the diary are about his long visits to relatives near Castle 
Cary in Somerset, but much of it is about life in Norfolk. The Parson 
Woodforde Society has published his diary in full, but there is an abridged 
paperback edition as well as a five-volume edition which was first 
published in the 1920s, but reissued in the 1970s. They are all well worth 
reading. 



Calendar for July
 

THU 1st of the Precious Blood 
FRI 2nd of the Sacred Heart 
SAT 3rd 

 
S. Thomas, apostle 

SUN 4th FIFTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
MON 5th  
TUE 6th S. Thomas More, martyr, S. John Fisher, bishop & martyr 
WED 7th  
THU 8th of Requiem 
FRI 9th   
SAT 10th 

 
    

SUN 11th SIXTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
MON 12th    
TUE 13th   
WED 14th John Keble, priest  
THU 15th S. Swithun, bishop  
FRI 16th S. Osmund, bishop  
SAT 17th 

 
  

SUN 18th SEVENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
MON 19th S. Gregory of Nyssa, bishop & S. Macrina, religious, drs  
TUE 20th S. Margaret of Antioch, martyr  
WED 21st   
THU 22nd S. Mary Magdalene 
FRI 23rd S. Bridget of Sweden, religious 
SAT 24th 

 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

SUN 25th EIGHTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
MON 26th S. James, apostle 
TUE 27th Brooke Foss Westcott, bishop & doctor 
WED 28th   
THU 29th Ss Martha, Mary & Lazarus 
FRI 30th William Wilberforce, social reformer 
SAT 31st S. Ignatius Loyola, pries



Daily Intentions & Anniversaries of death in July

Blood donors & the Blood Transfusion Service James Dyson 1st 

Awareness of the divine compassion    Daniel Golding, Eunice Francis           2nd 

Those marrying today  Tom Forte 3rd 

 

Our Parish & People    Jack Hunter, Alfred Francis, Sally Head 4th 

Medaille Trust  James Owen, pr. 5th 

Christians in politics  6th 

Friends of LSM             Dorothy Oakley 7th 

The Faithful Departed 8th 

The unemployed Matthew Richards, Peter Waring, George Howe 9th 

CamTrust Eileen Thorpe 10th 

 

Our Parish & People     Robert Runcie, bp, Sally Theobald 11th 

Reconciliation in Northern Ireland John Rose, John Conrad-Turner 12th  

Papua New Guinea Church Partnership Audrey Styler, Laurence Fletcher 13th 

The sick     14th 

Applicants for Associate Vicar  Joyce Fletcher, Miranda Long, Gillian Beard 15th 

Friends of Fulbourn Hospital   16th 

Our parish gardeners & volunteers Jim Campbell. Elisabeth Barnes 17th 

 

Our Parish & People    Winifred Eakhurst 18th 

Teachers of theology  John Gibson, Gordon Roe, bp. 19th 

Those persecuted for the Faith  20th 

S. Cyprian’s, Sharpeville, SA.      Marguerite South, Simon Hallam 21st 

The appointment of an Associate Vicar   John Butterfield 22nd 

Church & people of Sweden    23rd 

Devotion to Our Lady   Amanda Copley, John Bunting 24th 

 

Our Parish & People     Pat Morgan. 25th 

Pilgrims Rita Fearing, Christine Benton 26th  

Westcott House      Kathleen Waring, Savitri Perera 27th 

Calcutta Cathedral Relief Service         Phyllis Price, Neville Woods 28th 

Society of Mary & Martha Diana Goodhart 29th 

Medaille Trust  30th 

The Jesuits & spiritual directors          31st



Thoughts on a year of school chaplaincy
by Ben O'Neil

 

Nestled just off the A1, just over the Cambridgeshire-Lincolnshire border,
lies the beautiful town of Stamford. Frequently voted the best town to live,
either in the East Midlands – or often even nationally – the town sits under
the shadow of Burghley House,  built  as the residence of William Cecil,
Lord  Burghley,  Lord   High  Treasurer  and  Chief  Advisor  to  Queen
Elizabeth I. Take a short stroll from Burghley, past the many cafés, local
shops and tea rooms on offer, and you will find the Stamford Endowed
Schools. We are a body of three schools, across three sites: the Stamford
Junior School; Stamford School (boys 11-16); and Stamford High School
(girls 11-16), with a joint sixth form. The town boasts an array of medieval
churches,  including the beautiful  St Paul’s church,  dating back to 1220,
which now functions as the school chapel. It was restored in the 1930s,
having been used  as  a  schoolroom for  several  hundred  years.  A list  of
previous rectors shows one Richard le Blund, who was deprived on account
of his madness in 1302. Needless to say,  the current Assistant Chaplain
hopes not to meet a similar fate!



I  took up my role as Assistant  Chaplain and Teacher  of German in
August 2020, having graduated from LSM’s neighbouring college of
Peterhouse in the summer. As well as my chaplaincy position, I teach
German across both sites – this year to Y8, Y9, Y12, and Y13 (Upper
Remove,  Shell,  Lower  Sixth,  and  Upper  Sixth,  to  those  for  whom
traditional nomenclature is more familiar). I am also a Boarding Tutor,
so the students get to see me in a range of different ‘lights’.

I  am grateful  that  the  Editor  has  offered  me  the  chance  to  write  some
reflections on my first year for this magazine. Please note, these are my
own reflections and thoughts, and not necessarily those of the Stamford
Schools.

It may, first, be worth offering some thoughts on what I deem to be the
essence  and purpose of  School  Chaplaincy.  I  attended a conference  for
School Chaplains from around the country, at which Fr Timothy Radcliffe
gave the keynote speech.  He reflected on a quote of 20th-century priest and
scientist, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin SJ, who wrote that ‘the future belongs
to those who give the next generation reason to hope.’ That, for me, is an
excellent summary of the vocation of both priests and teachers. Particularly
in  the  current  climate,  where  there  is  so  much  fear  and  negativity,
spreading hope and stories of joy and encouragement  is  a much-needed
remedy.

Chaplaincy is not so much about urgent results, but is, at its core, forward-
thinking.  It’s  about  introducing the students  to  a  corpus of key biblical
texts,  to  provide  some  biblical  literacy.  It’s  more  importantly,  though,
about tenderly and, often,  subtly suggesting to the students that rational
people  are  –  and can  be  –  religious.  It’s  inherently  apologetic  (that  is,
concerned  with  justifying  and  rationalising  the  Christian,  or  any  other,
faith), and it’s about being a spokesman for the faith. Many no doubt have
preconceived ideas that the Christian faith is one of rules and regulations,
but it’s the message of love, forgiveness, and grace that they really need to
hear, to sustain them through their studies and through life. It is, simply
put, giving students a backpack of tools that may help them later in life.
Not  necessarily  things  for  them  to  use  now,  though  the  chance  for
reflection, stillness, and silence in the midst of a busy school day can have



nothing but  benefits  for  students’  welfare  – rather,  they may encounter
difficult times in the world, or in their personal lives, and so we give them
the language and landscape of faith to fall back upon, if ever they need it.
This year, Covid restrictions have meant that each year group ‘bubble’ has
needed its own fortnightly midweek service in Chapel. A cross between
Thought for the Day and Daily Prayer, it features a short talk, either from
the  Chaplain  or  from  me  as  Assistant  Chaplain.  Services  of  Holy
Communion and Evensong on a Sunday have been, temporarily, replaced
with a prerecorded service, though we have been able to have in-person
outdoor  services for Palm Sunday and Easter  Day,  and gathered on the
Chapel Lawn for Ascension Day, the first time the Choir was able to sing
in person in the last twelve months. The prerecorded service has gone out
to the entire school community,  including parents and Old Stamfordians,
consisting of reading, hymn, choir anthem, organ music and a brief four-
minute homily,  which the Chaplain and I have taken it in turns to offer.
The message is  that,  even with Covid,  the Chaplaincy and our ministry
have been very much open for business, and steadfast  in these troubled
times. In the same way as I know has been a priority for the ministry of
LSM also,  we have  aimed  to  be  something  of  a  reliable  pillar  or  rock
during these past 16 months.

Many things have been different this year,  not least the need to shift to
online forms of worship and teaching. This being a boarding school, there
has never been a time with no students on site, but we did have an entire
half term of online teaching. What has not changed is the relevance of the
Christian message to the lives of the young people we serve; that they have
an  identity  that  goes  above  and  beyond  how  good  their  results  are.
Communicating a sense that they are part of a bigger narrative,  a wider
story, that they are in communion with something greater than themselves,
is part of what it means to create holistic, well-rounded young men and
women.

Chaplaincy is an incarnational ministry, a ministry of presence. While the
words  that  I  say  and  the  services  that  I  lead  are  important,  the  most
important  thing  is  who  I  am,  and  the  hope  and  Christian  joy  that  I
(hopefully) (re)present, often simply by being there and offering a friendly
face and a listening ear.



I have been able to make several return visits to Cambridge (it’s only one
hour away on the train), and look forward to joining many of you on this
year’s Walsingham Pilgrimage. Tours of Stamford are always available for
LSM-ers!

 



Street Pastors needs new volunteers.
Volunteers can help run their new café in St Columba’s to care for those

who need help, 9am-1pm on Saturdays.
Information at https://www.cambridgestreetpastors.org.uk

https://www.cambridgestreetpastors.org.uk/


Garden News –
Help!

After all the sun and rain some
plants in the garden have grown
higher  than  ever  before.  Our
garden  being  a  wild  and
woodland garden does  look at
its best in the spring and early
summer.  However  at  this  time
it needs some help.   Plants that
are past their best need cutting
down  and  obvious  bullying
weeds need removing. If this is
not done, new growth will not
get  through  and  it  will  all
look a mess very quickly. 

So on  Saturday 17th July we are hoping to have a
big  working  party  in  the  garden  after  10am  Mass.
Coffee and cake will be provided. As well as a bit of
clearing it will be a chance to meet together and catch
up.   Please  come  if  you  can.  Bring  a  trowel  and
secateurs if you can help but do come anyway!

 

Christine Tipple 
cstipple@gmail.com
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